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To my e Father in Law, | 
Aral, Harees, Elg. 


ns Hi Excelleut Prove of 
= Textullian ( who lived 


about 1400. ears fince) 
falling into my hands, and 


— it, for an Eſſay, 
tran ated into Engliſh part \therof. Some 
of my _—_ 4 % ave me à Viſit) read 
thu beginning, ind liking it C although 
they have the ſame in Latine ) importu= 
ned me to finiſh what begun. Efteeming, 


it might bring ſome ro to the Chriſtian 
a2 Religion ; 


Neat becauſe therin Tertullian geg 

made ſuch 4 ſolid confutatienof tht errors 

of Papaniſme, and /o perfeBty ripreſent- 
1 the innocence of Chriſtia w, againſt the 
alle accuſations of the (Fentiles., that in 
105 Role could 275 bett LEES. | 

ed, nor beiter per ſwaded, thep it x in this. 
appropriate. it t6 you, for'my particulgy. 
Jon ars be, to pbont I profeſſe my ſelfe, 
t Sn Your hgathle andaffeRionats- 


2 < 
Son in Lays; 
— in - , 
i —- 
i oy 


v 4, 
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Friend; Henry Rromn E. 31 
"Trailer of the enſulng Besatz 
| into the Engliſh dongne. 


Y.: very commendable, when 

Gentlemen, to avoid the 

. * 
minds unto ſtu- 
beneſiciall fo them 
| 418. and others, in ma- 
W tongues hold forth the truth of 
a our Native Language. This (it can- 

. gainlayd) in your late tranſlation ot ” 
43 this 


e 


this rare Peece into' Engliſh , yeu have done! 
It was written at firſt by Tertullian, the Au- 
thor thereof, in Latine · Into how many ſeve- 
rall rengues it hath been tranſlated fince , I 
cannot lay ; this I can , its worthy for the ex- 
cellency thereof, to bee tranſlated into all 
tongues, the Contents being convincing Ar- 
guments forthe proof of One God, againſt 
the Heathen Romans , who were then Wor- 
ſhippers of Many. It were heartily to be I. 
ſhed, we of this Nation, could all of us bee as 
unanimeus in the Proſeiſion of One true Re- 
ligion, as the Author of this Treatiſe earneſt- 
ly laboured to make thoſe unto whota hee 
vvrot, in the Confeſhon of One true God. 
This, however, at preſent , wee may looner 
wilh, then hope for, in theſe ſuſfering and di- 
ſtracting times, you have ſeaſonably done, 
Cheift being the Center, from hence all lines 
ol truth tend to the Vniverſality of Religion, as 
to their Circumference, in lay ing to your 12 
ing hand for ſuppotting the finking piltars of 
Chriſtianity by tranſlating, out os aforraign 


| { 3 tongue, 


ar ' 


tongue, what the Primitive Chriſtians did, and 
ſuffered for the Name of Chriſt. Its high time 
to put pen to paper, ane publith in our Mother 
tongue, An Apologie, or Defence for Chriſtians, 
when men and wo.non,nowadays, who would 
bee thought true children ot our Mother the 
Church, ſecretly blaſyheme, and openly call in 
queſtion the Godhead of Chriſt, But as I and 
my Farber am one ( la ich our Saviour in the Go- 
ſpel) and therby declares himlelfe conſequent. 
2 be true God, ſo this Apologie ſufficiently 
ers forth the itut of our Chriſtian Faith. 
Which that it ſo doth in the Engliſh tongue, 
we ate all beholding to you, for your pains a- 
lone, inthis trauflatton. The happy ſucceſs 
wherof, togerher wich a further bleſſing upon 
it, and your ſelfe from the Author of what e- 
yer bleſſings, God bleſſed for evermore, is 
heartily prayed for by him, who is, ; 


Sir, Tours, much devoted to ſerve you; 
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Iv; Reader wills it 
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16 tbe lights therein , and would not thereby bee 
informed ; Error ſeemed -o:nerable to them for 
its antiquity : #b:y preferred the darkn:fie which 
blizdeithews for ſo many Ager before the moil 
excelent Sun-(bine of divine light : al:hough the 
accuſed male mention of is 12 Treatiſe pere 
without ſpott, yet their aceuſers endeavoured to 
find ſome, and obſaured abeir lu re, whom tbey 
falſly accuſed with ſuch impurity , that it was ne- 
ceſſary man iumin aud with the beams of dirvine 
(plendor , (bonld employ the- graces vhey recaiyed 
from bea ven, to difiipate obe darkueſie of error and 
' diſcover to the world a truth which till chow they 
were utterly ignorant of. 

Tertullian was one of uboſe, 9 aſs of 
$0 lay ebes or unfold ſo. glorious a 
certainly it was 4 labour worthy of h; two 
a riclud bis mind with all che choice e of 
lama Learning ; it ignorant of nothing thas 
wa taught by av kind of Philsfophers,.. compleat 
be war is the knowledge of ebe ¶ vil Lawes , bad 
read the biflarics of 5 made ta biwſalſe a 
nadſrvef Tahas cg ſecence bad moſs precioue 
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Nis, lac af the myſleries of idolay, and vas 
4 55 5 tbe beginning and progrefic of dn. 


on, beving an underſlanding which made 
able of very great things: His Deſeranrſe 
wal i powerſul, bas one could not bears him 
Vit bows 2 ber /waded by bim; every b. Ar= 
nts rendring bim vitiorious , as laaſl u 
ſome of his Auditors: Hee way equally jubtill and 
ſolid in bis reaſonings ; be bad wanted to theſe... bis 
ſublime qualifications , a perfect underſlanding of 
be boly Scriptures © greas piety and e, 
Lale in the Religion of che orue God. Is per- 
rained to a man, ſuch 4 bee. wat , to defend the 
(®riſtians againfi tbe calumuics of the Gentiles, ta 
vert y the Altars of rhe falſe Gods which Phi- 
loſopby I as be ſaith bimſel/s ) bad ſa up is ulis. 

the wor{þip ti ves by us 8 


1 Aﬀrican ; & 


Faiber was qu Fitarben , and conmandad Banded ca. 
ig pres under the dey, the Qoyera,: 

tbe Province; 47 bim ele + tooke.. bireb 
b 3 ww 


* ÞB MYTH F yp See wt 
MEN, bit 037 etvins bim 40 inquiftive ſoule, 


10 ee of dirgi 


- © + % 


hbyred the fon blindneſee of foxli/h men, who artri- 
bats "ro Miſerable creatures the lory due to God. 
"Charity, the moſt exceleni of Chriſtian vertues, 
ſo lively inflam:d bis beart , that it made him un- 
e ee dee, 19 communi be 
U uh d ben, ro. rüb⸗ 4 therein by thee 


Sirbotity of boly Seriprures , and by the firenggh. 
regſes rankes "Sade nich him, in the. 
fal Fl [6 "IA ; 7 SIT way Au 6s 

Seel eee c the 06: 
nithof Philoſophy, which be formerly ſo delighted 
in, "ant ies vo be rhe principal ground of Suptre. 
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Tha Prefacs 
fti tion 89 that hy, amd igt berbertofors ſtu: 
447% an hs wing withalt; andbrins it to tbo 
kno wledg: of falſe, Gods, whileſt bee lived under 
the ſer xeude. of ldolg:ry, byau admirableywarks" 
ing. l vine pro xidence: a ved lim fino bir con 
verſon u ſtrong enn 0 defteoyrhe worſhig 
0 lol. | 

a Ny w.it i ver reaſonable chatbes;1axbo /c 
nf y defared 9 — bis egranies , bout! 
have a p articular care of his brathres 4 
under the weight., of perſecutions .. w Nga 
male them ſuffer Ai thereſors hepiqufiylabouted. 
to open the eyes of. the Gels 7 — 


225 . ' 
9 923 5 — 
1 70 the defence o  dofirine and unf, 
prove 4byo one ſame v wark, the; faith and. innovence 
of; UB nr «10s dl e cd ne (ry 

ant | ; - 3 He 
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Hes came into the (burch neer the end of the- 
ſecond &, about the timo when Severus came to 
phe Empire. The faithful ben enjoyed 4 pro- 
found peace after 4 furious war. The Emprrour 
Marcus Aurelius, 4 wiſe Prince for che world, 
bus tas much addicted ro the opinions of Philoſo- | 
bers, ſuffered tbe fourth * — is bee kind- 
led, which being ſtirred up is the year of our Lord 
164. by the — of the people, aud imjuſtics of rhe 
c, woo governed cbe Provinces , ſweps 
404 41 infinite number of the ſervants of GOD: 
Nevertheleſſs, alebough ſome reft they bad, in toe 

eur ſalvation 176. by rhe authority of thas 
Prince, bis forbidding upon pain of death , to ac- 
enſe the (briſtians, for their Religion, by a luſt a- 
1 of ebs ſervice ber bad of their affe- 

» when by tbe pragers ( Uriſtias ſouldiars, 
which mere in bis 10051 , lea ven ponrad down 4 
favearable ſhowy, vhat refreſbriv extreats * 
, the Armydie comminuded Getmamy. Tet 
calm laſted wor long , be quiet of this uncow- 
flan. ſas bronght tn with it. an borrible tempelt,, 
uuf es this fide the Alps , where the (Wt) of 


Vieans 
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Vena and Lions ſav tbe Rafe thed withebe 
firſt bloud the mm ber of ig Cbriſ fpiles it 
Gaule. 

The people thats durſſ not diractiy refit the; 
wil oſtbs Emperour, tranſportad with extrdance 
rage ag ainſt ſo m ws good people, began apatite t6 
trouble tbeir ref , is tbe year 179, on orber pro. 
tences than that of Religion 3 They gronſed them 
of ſuppoſed crimes, the borror whereof, mat their 
names o lious, aud by tb r. 
tbem wnjn/dly before tbe ( ourts of luſlicr 5 Sher. 
by they eluded the puniſbmeut eftabliſbed by the... 
Emperour , ag dinſt choſe who arcuſe che Our. 
aus, and boldly glatte their cruelty on theſe inno- 
eents, whom vbey expoſed to all kind of toreupes, 
ani in thr end, inbumansly pus ebem to death, fur 
canf-f az 85: nn: of O14 only. This Perſeration' 
ended with thi life of Marcas Aurelias, 

To: fuebſul after ſo many [ufferings' , bat 

re} nter tb Bap:rouw Connoluy , 6 
tran porte i oit h a — againſi al Or iert 
of his State, by 4 ſecret, judgeman of God" papel 
#912 but Chriſtians. * ay 
Ang 


A. 
* 


ſpeiigcye 


ThePidict. T 
1 Hind cin wa byw' Bible mi ate Hat, 
chice Prirees an ewtpy of ub va Bot- alſo 
an enemy of thoſe in lite maner that made proteſii- 
on bf godlineſe,- that this Prince who ſbed with ſo 
much tycunryn ur be Hloutofb7 people, (bold cloſe 
the grounds by w bieh came vi that of che Chrifti- 
ans, -andihat pheſe Tdolaters who before bad no 


ſougrecable to bei madaftar the. pun" 
itments of the Farbfull;" ff ouldreaſe to affiit' 
then, in 4timewben :boirbandi were fo atcuſtomod 
to aug luer. pt; ) 5 | : 
ea ruſt ackno wiauge God, who'mſpires ſuch 
mutiout at plenſe bim is ebe bearti ofen 1 the au- 
thenof tbis ſo ſtranꝑr wonder. Hee procured this 
peace to the Cbureh, to rhe end bec might. fortiſſe it 
againſt abe aſſaults it was vw edurr ſoon after, Its" 
cextaine)  Huring: tbiß eranquility it. was much in- 
creaſed : the Gentiles morved to ſee ſuch excellency 
in che ( brifliang,, the innocent. carrjavt.. of their 
lives, could nc.confider iberbywitbbic. aſtdkiſd- 
ment. Thiyadmired the purity they ſaw ſbine in 
teir action. From yhence ſprang 'defire in them 
of diſcoverinz the cauſe of ſuch puh and em- 
1. pleyed 
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ployed were they in the ſearch of its original;which 
truth. And after they bad broken downe the. 
rail, wbich bindred them from knowing the ſame, 
they embraced it with a4 much affection, az ever 
they ſiro ve againſi it. 

So not only the people, but thoſe alſo, whoſe. 
birth and merit rayſed them to great dignities fol. 
lowed the ( roſie of Jeſus (briſt. They renounce4 
their Idols, to conſecrate themſelves to the ſervice 
of the true God, and abandoned the Temples of tbe 
falſe Gods, that they might ſerve no other but that. 
one Godtbat created chem. By this means Towns 
were p:opled with ( riſtiant, drmies made. up of 
them, aud ebe Senat of Rome, from whence flow- 
ed tb Governours of all the World, filed with tbem 
every day. Theſe are the fruits which peace bad 

produced, which tbe(burcb injoied fince the Empire 
of Commodus. 

Severus having ſound the. Empire. in this 
bappy condition, lit it not ſo. The So vereięue- 
power fell in bis hands in the yeare. of our Lord 
195. At the beginning bee (bewed no fon of any 4. 
Verfion againſt ib: ( briſtians, but contrarily made 

c gre: 
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great eſleem of them; witneſſed their prolity, and 
openly oppoſed the violence of phe people when bee 
Jaw them moſt incenſed to the Chriilians deſtru- 
ction. He bad ſtill before his eyes the benefit ober- 
with be was obliged to a Criſtian named Proculus 
Torpacion , ho heertofore reſtored him to bis 
health, and by the remembrance of juch a recovery, 
was ſo dear to bim, that be alwayes kept this man 
ncer bim, ſo long as he li ved; he durſt not ue vio- 
lence to the Religion of bim to woom he owed bis life, 
ſo long as he wat in tbe world, and bis preſence ready 
ts reproove bim of ſuch ingra'i:ude. The death of 
bt ( briſtian, time, and the revolution of affairs 
changed bis mind unhappily to indignation. 

Hee bad tes Competitors inthe Empire, Piſce- 
nius Niger ( who held Syria, and declared bim- 
felfe Emperour in the City of Antioch) and Clau- 
dius Albinius (who was Maſter of Gaule and 
Britain,) Severus accommodated bimſelſe to this 
man, and. aſſociated bim with bimſelfe in the Em- 
hire, to defeat the other, and after overcomming 
Niger (who died of a burt bes recei ved in fighting ) 
Purned bis tboughts unto procuring the ruin of Albi- 

| nius, 
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nius, vbom be had bonored ſor no other purpoſe then 


to deſtroy bim. Albinius being dead, he came back 
from Gaule victorious, and entring Rome, be was 
there received with fublick acclamations,rejojcings, 
and ſuch folemnities as Superſlition had brought in, 
and which thwarted the bolineſs: of the Chriſtians, 
tbougbt they (bould offend Dod, if in ſhewing their 
affection tothe Emperour, they mingled tbemſelves 
in theſe diſſolutions ; but their piety paſſing with the 
Infidels for a crime , their enemies tooke. occafim 
thereby to exclame againſt rhem , as againſ} the e- 
nemies of the Emperour. Some thin k that Seve- 
ras after bes had cauſed many Noble perſons to bee 

put to death, of Niger or Albinius party, went te 
make War againſ} the Parthians, and leaving the 
Government of the City of Rome to Plautianus, 
this man naturally cruel, and continuing the ſearch 
after all choſe who bad favoured the one or the o- 
ther of theſ# two parties, filing Rome with Fane- 
rals and mourning, began alſo the fiftb Perſecution 
againſt the Chriſtians , not as complices of the fa- 
ftions whiah now began to be extinguiſhed, but as 
guilty of bigh Treaſon, in neglefling to render to 

Cc 3 i he 


The Preface; 


the Exzberour at bis return from Gaule, their au- 
ties in like maner & bis other people did. 

They that w1it this fi;th Perſecution were ſlir- 
red up at Rome on this ſubject, onibe only autbo- 
rity of Plautianus , have alſo writ- it. was in this. 
time that Tertullian made this Apologie or De- 
fence , to make Ino wn tothe Gentiles the injuſtice 
of the uſage i be Chriſtians bad; And upon the ir ac- 
count thy Pezce wag publiſhed the jeventh yeare of 
the Empire of Severas, which fell in the year of our 
Lord. 101. But otb-rs more probblyſay, it was- 
inthe year of our Salvation 204. the tenth year of 
the Empire of Severus, when ibis Prince after be 
bad overcome the Parthians, and eſtabliſbed peace 
inthe Empire, willing to ſmother the.jeed of trou 
bles, wber with it bad beene_. ſo cviolently agitated, 
forbad unlayfull aſſemblies, and factious meetings; 
upon this occaſſon, pretence is taken to perſecute- 
tbe Chriſtians with authority, as if in meeting to 
prayſe GOD, they bad violated the probibition 
ofthe Emperour, 

Tertullian in bin Apologie or Defence,affirms, 
tbk laſt opinion to be the trueſt, (bewing ( briſtian 
meetings 
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meetings no! to be factious meetings: (oncluding 
it was not. for this cauſe, that the before. mon- 
tioned Inhibition was put forth, Neither is it. un- 
likely, but this Apologie or Defence, that. juſtifies 
Chriſtian Religion from the guilt of faction, practiſo 
and conſpiracie- againſt the State, was after the. 
Edict of Sevorus, wbo commauding the Judges to 
puniſh al ſeditious confederacies , bad kindled a. 
gaine the fire of Perſecution againſt the guilt= 
leße. 

141 * it was, certaine itim; Tertullian 
compoſed this Apologie or Defence in tho reigne of 
Severus, during tbe greateſt beat. of puniſbing the - 
Chriſtians : be was then at. Rome, and publiſbed 
this Book, without putting bis name to it., that. 
bee might not... expoſe himſelſe to inevitable dan- 

er. 
: Spar ing the name of Se verus for the reſpeRt- 
born to bis dignity, be adareſt this Book to the Ma. 
giſtrates, who ſate every day in judgement. upon 
tbe faitblull, and condemned the true Religion 
without. knowing it... 

4 3 Ita 
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Its impoſible ſeriouſly to confider this Peece- 
without being raviſit therewith. Riches it bath 
that puts it into the rank of great Workes , and of 
force to malo us confeſſe, that if is be to bee eſtee- 
med for the- repu ation of ts Autbor, it 6s alſo of 
more eſieem for its own merit. We may ſee therin 
rare vivacity of wit., incredible. ſtore. of bigb 
thoughts, and a mer vaillous po wer of perſwading. 
Wee may receive there the light of an eminent Do- 
frine, We meet there with an infinite number of 
choice things, T be condutt of it is admirable : 
Art bath nothing excellent, which i not judicialy 
there obſerved. All the parts ther of are agreeable 
with the whole. In fine, its a perfect body, to which 
the Learned bave given this commenaation , that 
of all theWorksof Tertullian, there is none to bee 
compared to this, All the folowing Ages ba vs ac- 
knowledged, t bat the ¶ burch hatb nothing more. 
accompliſbea; and that Religion could not bee ber- 
ter defended, nor better perſ wadod then it is in this 
Divine Peete- 

The truth 16, the ſlile is not ſo glorious, the. 
phraſe rude and ob ſcure, and it ſeems az if every 


one 
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one of its periods comayned a myſtery, the ſenſe 
tberof ts ſo bid. But we muſ} pardon an African, 
if it be not expreſſed with all the grace of the La- 
tine Tongue : the fault is not. ſo much in him, as 
in bis (ountrey. If bis ſpeech bath not much Blo- 
quence, it bath much vigor; His diſcour[e flatters 
not the ears, but works with yecemence , and im. 
preſſeth po werf ully on the mind of the Readers that 
which will per ſpade bim 
Now al:bougb Tertullian bath not Ioftineſſe of 
ſpeech, yet we may ſay, bee bath written purely and 
not uſed tearms, which were not fit to declare vigo- 
roufly what be conceived, and which are not found 
in the 4utbors of Humane Learning, and of civill 
right.; all bis words are Latin, but. bis phraſe 
ſirange, and reliſheth of the tile of che Greeks, to 
which be was accuſtomed by bis ordinary reading of 
their Books. Its this mixturethat makes it obſcure, 
tbat the moſt able men meet with difficulties in his 
Workes ; and ebe reaſon bis Apologie or Defence 
(bewes not irs beauty , to all thoſe that. makes uſe 


of it, 
There 
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There bave crept- in ſome opinions not now re. 
cei vd, and which in that time were not condem - 
ned. He writes, Divels were ingendred by tbe 
conjunction of re volted Angels, with the daugb- 
ters of men: be ſþ:aks of the birth of the ſoule, as 
well as of that of the body, belee ving rhe childrakes 
borb his ſoul and bis body from the ſubſtance of bis 
father : beſayes tbe ſoul cannot ſuffer clone (but 
he is not conſtant in his opinion) and teaches, that 
tbe ſouls of the wicked ſuſfer in bell, alrbough ſepa. © 
rated from the matter, and their bodies reſt inthe 
grave, which t the doctrine of the (atholicke 
Church. Hee-mentions Paradiſe, a1 a place of de- 
lights, different from that in beaven, and ſepara- 
ted from the world, by the interpofition of a Zone 
of fire, where be belee yes the juſt goe after dea h, 
to remain till the dayof the Lord. And in conclu- 
fon, lots ſlip ſomething from bi pen of the age of a 
tbouſaud years interpoſed between tbe end of this 
world, and eternity : He ts of opinion alſo, that 
during the courſe of theſe thouſand yeares ; Jeſus 
(Þriſt (ball raign on the earth with bis elect, that 
in tbe mean time, the juſt being rayſed ous of their 
graves, 


The Preface, 
cy, and that tun age being come to itt period, 
the Sen of God [ball then make. bis ufer ſal 
judgement. It is enough wee bavs taken notice of 
thefe opinions, which were nas yet. errors in the- 
time of Tertullian; tbs (urch then wor ba bing 
pronounced any thing to the con:rary, hey contea- 
ted themſelves they to preach cho truth of one God 
in three Perſons, the myſtcry of tus Birth, Life, 
and Death of los Chrift, the inflitution of the da- 
eraments, the judgement of the Lord, the glory of 
the. bleſſed in heaven, and eternal punibments 
ared for eb wickedin bel.. 

Our Tertullian barb ſe well eſdabliſle this. d- 
ctrine, ſo perfecliy repreſentea ib innacencs of 
Chriſtians , by tbis Apologie or Defence, that a! 
the (burch bid this Book in fingularroverenct : 
they eſteemed it as apretions Cabinet, where the 
evidences of its faith ars kept, #he proof of its a- 
cient diſcipline , aud marks of the bolineſſo of i;s 
firſt children - 

8 Mi lefeempes to me chat ngland defer ves to have 
this Peece in its Langu ge, thut Lea nd min 8592 
A 10 


The Pteſace. 
to this Nation ſo rich 's- Prejent ; for althuzb 

| Tranſlations are not much eſloemed in this Ape.., 

where every one adores his. ow inventions, yet 
this, (bow meuuly ſos ver tranſlated) may bee well 
received, becauſe of th2 dignity of the matter. I 
bave undertaken it for thaje, who not knowing tbe 
language of the Miſtreſſe of rhe World, cannot know 
ehe per feſtion of ſo excellent a production of wit, if 
it appear not to their eyes with its graces in the.” 
Masber tongue of their- naive Country. This 
Work mig be ba ye met with a better Pen then mine, 
but not a faicbfuler ; | aſpire not to ibe glory of wri- 

ting wel, but only, of being an Interpreter of an 
Autbor, who, in the judgement of the Learned, 
ha:b no fewer thorns, then flowers, 


Tertullians Apologie, or Defenſe of 
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of the Gentiles. 


CHAPTER L 


SIRS: | 
gg the Authority of Juſtice bee ſubject 
> too intollerable a neceſſity , as 
chat hold the firſt places of the Ro- 
man Empire, who in the dignity of 
your Magiſtracy, being expoſed to 
the eyes of all the world, judge men - 
in the moſt eminent place of this Capitoll City of 
the Univerſe) have not the liberty to examine pub 
lickly and in the view of the people under your con- 
duct, wherein the things conſiſt whereof the Chri- 
ſtians are accuſed, and which they propoſe for the 
proofſe of their innocence: If upon this occaſion on- 
9 6 m- feare, or arc aſhamed to labour openly to 
e out the truth, and to inſtruct your — 
B t 
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the order the Lawcs have "eſtabliſhed ; or if the ſe- 
verity you have exerciſcd againſt the Chriſtians ſub- 
je& to your domeſticke- power, incenſing your 
mindes with too much fury againſt our Religion, 
makes you bring from your home a reſolution to 
condemn us, and not fo much as hear the reaſons ſer- 
ving for our defence: Be pleaſed we preſent you this 
truth la ſecret , and permit d to diſcquentbe. ſame 
to you in paper, ſeeing wee cannot make you under. 
ſtand it byword of mouth. She demands no favour 
of you; becauſe het condition permits her not to 
hope for a uſage eaſier then that ſhe hath formerly 
received; ſhe Knowes her ſelfe a ſtranger on earth, 
and doubts not to meet with enemies in a Coun- 
trey thats not her one; as ſheederives her originall 
from Heaven, ſo there makes ſhe her principall reſi- 
dence , where ſhee hath moſt hope, where her beſt 
credit is, and where her dignity ſhines in its ꝑteateſt 
luſtre, That which ſhee defires of you whileft ſhe re- 
maines heer below, is only you would not condemne 
her unknown, The Lawes of the State will loſe no- 
thing of their Authority, i you permit her but to 
defend her ſelfe; their =_ onthe contrary will be 
ſeen with more luſter it you condemne her after you 
have heard her: but if you judge her without know- 
ing her cauſe , you will not only ſtand charged with 
reproach of manifeſt injuſtice; but be juſtly tuſpe&ed 
your conſciences check you with fome ſecret mo- 
tions, that make you refuſe to heare the thing you 
could not condemne it you heard it. Wee ſay then, 
ignorance is the firſt cauſe that makes the _ 
; unſun 
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unjuſt you have conceived againſt the name of Chri- 
ſtians; indeed wee ate unholy in your opinion, be- 
cauſe you are not informed of the holines of our do- 
Arine. But take heed what ſeems to ſerve you for an 
excuſe, be not that which renders your judgement of 
us faulty. For is there any thing more unjuſt then to 
hate ther you know nor, alt te were otherwiſe 
even a thing to bee hated > As bad as any thing is it 
begins not to deſerve hatred, till ir be known ro de- 
ſerve it; while you know not what it is,, how is ir 
ſſible you ſhould rightly hate it > To make the 
ered of any thing juſt , it fufficerh not the thing it 
felfe beevill; bur that the party who hates the ſame 
knows it to be evill in like maner ; ſeeing therefore 
you hate us without knowing wherefore , how 
pears it you hate us not without a cauſe, and 
quently moſt unjuſtly» in regard whereof wee have 
reaſon to you, becauſe you k no us 
not (to wit) in out condition hen you hate us ; and 
therefore hare us moſt unjaſily. Certainly you put 
ſue us with ſo much animoſity, that it well ap 
you know not in What manner wee live; end affect 
an Ignorance that condemnes rather then excuſeth 
you of injuſtice. For we ſee a great many whoſe ha- 
tred is grounded on the Want of Enowledye onely, 
who ſo ſoone as they ceaſe from being ignorant of 
our diſeipline, ceaſe at the ſame time to beat hatred 
againſt us. It is of theſe ſort of menthar Chriftiatts 
are made ;they embrace our religion after i ed 
in the Piety thereof, hen hating hat they ſome- 
times were; they make pablick profeſſion of that 
B 2 they 
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they hated before; the number of theſe men is ſo 
great, that it will aſtoniſh you when but hear them 
reckoned up. And from thence it comes the people 
complain highly that the City of Rome is invironed 
en all ſides with the enemies of the worſhip of the 
Gods, that Chriſtians are ſpred over all the Empire, 
that the provinces are full of them; they bewall it as 
a ſignall miſchicte and as a conſiderable loſſe, becauſe 
perſons of all qualities and ages, men ot all conditi- 
ons, even thoſe who have attained to great digni- 
ties, run promiſcuouſly on this fide. The progreſſe 
Chriſtianity hath made cannot make them judge 
well of us, and the examples before their eyes puts 
not this thought in their mindes, that a religion that 
drawes all the world after it muſt have ſomething 
excellent and divine that they know not of. The con- 
ſtancy where with wee ſuffer their perſecutions is not 
able to meve them, to better opinions of us then thoſe 
they have formerly conceived : they will not perticur 
larly be informed of our Doctrine, wherin only they 
care not for, being overcurious , and take as 
much del ight to bee ignorant of this, as others to 
know all things. Ohow would Anacbarſis have judg- 
ed theſe. rather imprudent for giving their judgement 
upon men wiſer then themſelves, then formerly hee 
ta xed thoſe of folly, who themſelves being altoge- 
ther immuſicall, gave their judgement touching Max 
ficke. Seemed it not the policy of the Athenians ri- 
di culous to him, when hee ſaw among them the 
learned expoſed to the judgement of ignorant men? 
Truly the blindeneſſe of our —— urpaſſeth 
T 7 this, 


Apologitgr Defence of the Chriffiaus. | 
this, in regard they are ſo hardned in the hatred they 
ee. us, that becauſe not ay ovlicged to 

linquiſh kenden care pot tor being wade acqualmted 
wich our condition ; much doubting what they are 
ignorant of, is of ſuch quality, char It will not be in. 
Heir power to hate it, if once acqua inted but with 
the merit thetof. Now if hatred have not a la wfull 
cauſe, we cannot too ſoon extinguiſh ir, and it juſt- 
ly kindled , it imports that the ſubje& which hath 
given it a being bee examined; becauſe if it be found 
it hath juſtice on its fide, not onely this teſtimony 
takes nothing away from its force „but ſeemes to 
take new forces „ Authoriſing it the more. You 
ſay, to prove the holineſſe of our doctrine, we ſhould 
not boaſt in that which ſhee inſinuateth into the 
mind, and that ſue ga ineth ſo much people; for 
wee ſee very many change their good cuſtomes 
into bad, that it is not a new thing ſouldiers revol- 
ting from their owne patty quit their En- 
ſignes, to caſt themſelyes into the troops of their 
enemies. Wee agree with you in this ; but experi- 
ence alſo tcachicth us, that even they that ſuffer them- 
ſelves to be ſurpriſed with unruly affections, are not 
aſſured of defending the diſorders of their life, and 
dare not undertake to make them paſſe for good a- 
Cions; Nature hath tied to evill, fear or ſhame, the 
wicked ſeeke for darkeneſſe, tremble when they ate 
ſurpriſed, and deny all when accuſed: One can hard- 
ly draw the truth from their mouthes no not in the 
middeſt of tortures, and when their ſentence is pro- 
nounced, they have tecourſe to reares and ſighs, 
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They examine their conſciences, aud remembring 
the number of their crimes, they impute it to deſtiny 
& the ſtars, and wil not acknowledge they have been 
+ carried to it by their conſent, becauſè they know they 
*are wicked and puniſhable things. Do the Chriſtians 
any ſuch thing? They are not aſhamed when diſco- 
vered what they are, they repent not, unleſſe it bee 
that they had not ſooner followed the Law of Jefas 
Chriſt, they eſteeme it a glory to bee put into the 
paves of Juſtice , if accuſed they defend not them- 
elves , when interrogated they confeſſe willingly, 
and when condemne theyJeclare themſelves thank- 
full to their Judges, What is that evill that hath 
not the quality of evill > which is neither accompa- 
nied with feare nor ſhame ? who know not the arti- 
fices the accuſed make uſe of to gaine time, and de- 
ferr judgement? Who are not affected with repen- 
tings,or complaints wherwithCriminalls ufe ordina- 
rily to deplore the ſadneſs of their conditiõꝰ was there 
ever an evill of this nature > Did any ever.ſce Cri- 
minalls rejoyce in the torments they endure > Who 
deſire to bee accuſed > Who make much of puniſh- 
ment ? and of their pain make their felicity ? Doe 
not ſay the conftancy wee ſhew is rather a mark of 
deſpair then of vertue , for you cannot judge ſafely 
of our action, ſeeing you cannot know the motions 
they produce, 


' 
' 
[ 
| 
(4 
N 
' 
N 
| 


” _ __ 
he Tad 


: Ss CHAP, 


Apdlogies or. Pefence of | the Chriftians. 


nl 


— — 


HAP. II. 


446 . % ; - _ 
: Cf, CD GANT 7 * "Th 


1 notwichſtanding you cannot part with the o- 


pinion you have conceived, but beleeve us indeed 
guilty, why are wee handled otherwiſe then they 
who, being like us, are in like mancr guilty ? Seeing 
by the rules of juſtice the ſame fault ought. ohůve 
the ſame maner of puniſnment. When men, not of 
our Weligion are accuſed of the ſame crimes they 
impute to us , it i permitted them to have their 
innocency made knowae, to defend themſelves by 
word of mouth, to take counſell of an Advocate; 
are fuffered to give an anſwer unto what ob- 
jected agaiĩnſt them, and to make their juſtifi- 
cation; for the Laws do not allow t to bee con- 
demned whoſe offences have not been heard. It is on- 
ly from the Chriftians they take the liberty to ſpeak 
— their —— Is uphold _ on 2 - 
re to udges the things t ne 
to know, that their judgements —— 
Red of injuſtice. They require for the condemning 
of us, but only the confeflion of the name Chriſtian, 
they ſtay not till the crimes wherewith they charge 
us be examined, and it is the confeſſion only that 
expoſetk us to publick hatred, When you put up a 
. againſt a Criminall, you doe not pronounce 
is condemnation ſo ſoon as confeſt hee is a murthe- 
rer, ſactilegions, inceſtuous, an enemy of the State, 
which are the titles they give us: But you * 
the. 


8 " TERTWLLIANS S 


the circumſtances, you conſider the qualities of the 
fact, i in what place, in what maner, and at what time 
the crime was committed, then you informe your 
ſelves againſt the complices; you 1 not keep 
forms when you proceed ag 2e an _—_— my wil 
condemne us withour ſhew 

make us'uppear guilty of the things which ove are ali 
imputed to us; — 3 how many children a 
Chriſtian denounced after inhaumanely cut their 
throats, how many times darkneſs give him the aſlu- 
rance of ſatiating his incon with inenſtuous 
imbraces, ho the Cooks dreſſed the fleſh of theſe 
bodies ſo — murtheted, & of what ſort the dogs 
a you 2 r ) brought into our —— ſerve 


hes, Oh whet great a Judge 
— ve pms. eps due - che hate 


caten the fleſh al an 5 children? ſeeing we read 
it hath otherwiſe becne heeretofore forbid even ſo 
much as to make any maner of Aa lers after us. Pliny 
the ſecond, whileſt Governor of ſentencing 
to death many Chriſtians, & depriving — — of their 
dignities,wondred his ſeverity did not diminiſh their 
number, and conſulted with the Emperour Trajan 
to know in what maner hee ſhould governe for the 
time to come, in the behalf of Chriftians that ſhould 
bee preſented to him; Hee tot ta him that beſides 
their firm reſolution of not ſacrificing to the Gods,he 
could learn no otter yg touching their Religion, 
but of their A ether before day to ſing 
prayſes to Jeſus Chr to God, and to unite 
their wills to the conſervation of the are eſta- 


preſent men before the Judges. 
Chriſtian when once W — Jeu Ong 
. the 7 n of your Lawes, hee bee aſſure 
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blimed amongſt them: forbidding 22 

adultery , fraud, perſidiouſneſſe, and other crimes, 
Trajan by way of anſwer, returnes him a command 
not to make inquiry after them, bur — brought 
before him to puniſh them. O; ent wrapt up 
in a neceſſary and inexplicable am t How 
is it poſſible ro accord * te? Hee don 


bids eek after C innocent, and 
commands to s, He is mer- 
citull and cruell, pardons, R at the ſame 


time. How comes it you are contrary to your ſelves, 
that your owne beates witneſſe of your 
own injuſtice 2 If you Tink — 

why forbid to enquire after us 2 It thought fitting 
e Aer Yar! fomemnnrng.y nyt Seen 
voſts are eſtabliſhed Provinces, to diſcover 
ens hor image pl 
all men to be em traytors, and a 

the e State. When once. 


8 with a aer oommitted, wee. 
in the p uir 4 


them that commit it. * 


0 


ſtice s if E che enquiry made to 7 end — 7 


all ſearches; and when you condemn them, 
moe beleeve you judge them worthy of the pu- 


— you ordain In guitty, but onel y 


becauſe 
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becauſe diſcovered, and that there are more found 
bold enough to enquire of their aj apy ſt the pub- 
lick ordinances. But when a nn is in your 
hands," you doe not act aga inſſ un you'are ue 
td act when you — . purſue the vengeance o of a 
— for — the other = er 
are not guilty, you orday ſhould bee put 
So rack, tothe end Maker pee wa 2355 ok 
ts conteſſe, andcontrarily-you apply it to proc Chri- 
ſtians only to force, them PL If. dur Religion 
were Toll, — yy | ie to deny- 
as > fod "you 
He ary . by this 
force 19 Gaara apt 15 0 0 "ot think your 
ſelves obliged to ſack by, e the prodfe of the 
evill-we doe, :-becauſe'yau,; e the con- 
1 — fo Henk it 
. fox if 
— gen ough 1 


lon, 
2 ER I 511 ao 
- 1 bs pomp} ce deal f. rd the 
our = 
Bice. You kei ar oo s Wd wr oj 


makes -us'gniley,7 and you a ef of 5 — to 
force us to rettact it, in oui the name of 

Chriſtian, we diſcharge our ſelves, at the ſame time 
Af the crimes you 2 to Ty becauſe of this con- 

Fellion. But I think 8 you will not 
have us deſtroy our Aus , os ce whom you take for 
\ execrable 
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execrable perſons : It may be you are wont to bid a 
murtherer deny the murther he is accuſed of,and in- 
Aue a ſacrilegious perſon to ſuſſer more terments 
if he perſevers in confeſſing his impiety. Now ſeeing 
you proceede not againſt us as againſt Criminalls, 
its a ſigne you thinke us very innocent; Then ther- 
fore it is without doubt you will not have us per- 
ſiſt in this confeflion , whereas you know very well 
that condemnation is g ed on the neceſſity im- 
poſed on you to obey the la wes of the ſtate, and not 
on the rules of juſtice. A man cryes out in the midſt 
of his torments, and ſaith, I am a Chriſtian , he de- 
clares opruly What he is; you would heare from his 
mouth what he is not. Vou are reſolved, ſed, de- 
termined to draw the proofe of the trut 3 — 
feſſion of the accuſed, and of all other men, but there 
are none but we of whom you ſtrive to heare lies. 
You ask me(ſaith one of us )it I be a Chriſtian, anctl 
anſwer, I am. Why endeavour you to corrupt me by 
force of tortutes ? I confeſſe and you torment mec 
—— _ youdoe * hen rhofe 
that are guilty proteſt they ate innocent; you bes 
lieve not Fe wh from their words; 7 ; 
lieve us r — iam. 
Certainety this upjuſt affection which fo unhappiſſy 
troubles yd ur reaſon, is to be ſuſpected, and ougiut i 
make you thinke ther's ſome ſeerer violence rhit 


workes in your minds, and makes you proceed in our 
caſe giſt che "tle and nature of judgemem, 
and &+ & — theELaws, If Eber not deceived the 
laws co us to diſtover, and hot comveteafs 
An C 2 fenders 
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offenders in withdrawing them from puniſhment , 
ir ordaines that thoſe who confeſs themſelves gnil- 
ty ſhould be condemned, and not abſolved. 
Theſe are the rules eſtabliſhed. by the authority 
of your Senate, and cuſtome of your Princes: theſe 
are the maximes which are in uſe in the exerciſe of 
the power whereof you are miniſters; for the autho- 
rity of your mag iſtracy is lawfull, and not Tyrani- 
call. Iyrants are accuſtomed to add tortures to or- 
dinary puniſhments to render them more cruell: but 
as your pollicy is full of humanity, you make no uſe 
of it, but force the accuſed to confeſſe. Keepe this 
Law in its vigour , and ſtretch it not further then its 
bounds ; its neceſſary to dra confeflion from the 
mouth of criminalls, but if they prevent its rigour 
men muſt not uſe it , there remaines nothing in this 
caſe but to judge and puniſh it. Puniſhment eſtabli- 
ſhed by the laws is a debt which they are bound to 
acquit, and whereof its unjuſt to diſcharge it after 
it is _ —— —— * e ak, ſtrives o- 
to ſave a wic n. er is he permit- 
ay —— a will to it; and from thence — 
in order of judgement wee doe not force men to de- 
nie. You believe a man cannot make profeſſion of 
Chriſtianity without being ta inted with all forts of 
crimes ; without being an enemy to the Gods, to 
Prince, to the la wes, to good manners, and to na- 
ture, andthat a Chriſtian cannot be acquitted unleſs 
he denyes himſelſe to be a Chriftian; you force him 
to deny that you may acquit him, whic * 
ce of the lawes, What: 
would 


— 
— 
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would you have him deny he is — that you may 
make him innocẽt, even againſt his wil, &that a man 
cannnot after impute to him what is paſt to render 
him criminall? tell us what motion inſpires you 
with an affection ſo unreaſonable? and from whence 
comes it you reſolve not to believe him that volunta- 
rily confeſſeth rather then the party that denyes 
what hee is accuſed of by conſtraint: This laſt being 
forced in his judgement mayſpeake againſt his con- 
ſcience, and 3 his heart the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, after hee is abſolved, deride you at the ſame 
time you come to judge him, becauſe of the partia- 
lity you ſhew in maintaining your opinions at the 
charge of juſtice. Now ſeeing you treat us in every 
thing otherwiſe then criminalls, and your onely end 
is to make us foregoe the name wee beare, (and wee 
undoubtedly relinquiſh the ſame if wee doe what 
they doe who are not Chriſtians) you may eaſily ap- 
prehend we are not guiltie of any wickedneſſe: that 
our beingnamed Chriſtians is our onely crime, that 

his appellation is unjuſtly proſecuted by the motions 
of a raſh and blinde hatred, whereof the firſt effect 
is to take from men the deſire of knowing certain- 
ly the things which they know they have no aſſured 
knowledge of at all, So they believe all tharis pub- 
liſhed againſt ns, Ro they ſee no proofes, and 
they will not let our lives be enquired after, for feare 

a lawfull procecding diſcover onely the things they 
will not have to bee believed to bee true, and they 
ta ke occaſion to condemne this name, which is che 
objcB of their hatred, on the onely confeſſion we 
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make as if the confeſſion of the name were ſuffici- 
ent for the conv iction of thoſe crimes, they attribute 
to it without any other ground then their one o- 
pinion, Then asour contention is but a contention a- 
bout a name, they torment us when wee confeſle it, 
they puniſh our conſtancy, and acquit us when wee 
denie it, But after all, when you pronounce ſentence 
_ againſta Chriſtian, why doe you not declare ano- 
ther cauſe of his condemnation then that hee is a 
Chriſtian? Why ſay you nor hee is guiley of mur- 
ther, and of inceſt? that he bath committed all other 
crimes imputed to us by your ſelves, Irſeemes there 
are none but wee againſt whom you are afſha- 
med to pronounce judgement under the notion of 
cheſe execrable actions. If the name of Chriſtian bee 
not a name of naughtineſſe, then what you attribute 
eo it is nothing —— it being the name onely, 
and not any wickedneſs that name importeth, which 
you finde fault with. 
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TY Ut is it not a ſtrange thing, that the hatred, 
B venere name is purſued , in ſuch man- 
ner blinds the minds of moſt men, that when 
witneſs the probity of aChriſtian, they mixe intheir 


diſeourſe as a h that he hath embraced this 
Religion One ſaith; truly he of ge? 0 5 


_ —— —  - 
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an honeſt man, if hee were not a Chriſiia _ 
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life would bee free from blame. Another, doe You 
know ſuch a one who had the reputation of a wiſe 
and diſcreet man, he is lately turned Chriſt ian ? and 
there is no body reproves and ſhewes them it is 
more to * to reaſon thus: Therefore ſuch 
a one is an man, or this whois ſo wiſe and 
modeſt hath got theſe rare qualities ſince making 
profeſſion of Chriſtianity : or elſe , ſuch like men 
make it appeare viſibly 2 Chriſtians, becauſe 
they are wiſe and vertuous, they prayſe the 
they know, and blame what they know not, 
corrupt the purity of handſome actiom, uhereof 
eye · witneſſes by the oppoſition ofa quality whoſe 
merit is unkno ne to them, although it is more juſt 
to judge of things that appeare not, by thoſe that 
appeare ; then tꝭ ground. on hidden things the con- 
— of which ———_— hole — 
others found that-keepi with thoſe the 
knew before they eve Chris bee — 
infamous, and wicked, now 15 them, ho obſer- 
ved the ir rity of their life paſt, Theſe people 
by an extream̃e blindeneſſe of hatred, ſpeak to the 
advantage of the name Chriſtian when they ſtrive to 
render it odious. For ſay they, how pleaſant and of 


. what a good humour was that woman? How ſoci- 


able and joviall was chat man? Its pity they ſhould 


bee Chriſtians. So they impute the amend- 


ment of their lives to the ol Chriſtianity. 
Some of them alſo ſe the averſion they any 
the 


againſt che name Chriſtian which. wer bearcy w 
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the price of what is moſt precious to them , rather 
defiring to loſe the veetneſs of life, tranquility of 
minde, and all ſorts of Commodities, then to ſee in 
their houſes that which they hate, | 

A man who heretofore had his minde full of jea- 
louſie, can no longer endure the company of his 
Wife, what aſſurance ſoever he hath of her Chaſti- 
tie, after once he perceives her to bee turned Chri- 
2 — ew from her now * 555 actions Gull 
O ) have extinguiſhed all ſuſpitions w 
with he was heretofore — , 

A Father, who of a long time endur d the diſobe- 
dience of his heatheniſh Son, reſolves to take from 
him the hope of ſucceeding him in his inheritance, 
for turning Chriſtian, when at the ſame time exe- 
cuting his commandements without murmuring. 

A Maſter that us'd his Slave gently , when his 
carriage gave him ſome cauſe of » now puts 
him farre from him, for that a Chriſtian, when hee 
hath moſt aſſurance of his fidelity. It's committing 
of a crime to correct the diſorders of a mans life, by 
the motions of a holy converſion to the Chriſtian 
faith ; and the good which n by ſo ha ppy 
a change, workes not ſo powerſully on the mindes of 
men, as the hatred they have conceived againſt us. 
Indeed this hatred is ſtrange; and when I conſider 
that the name of Chriſtian onely makes it to bee ſo, 
I would willingly know bow a name can bee crimi- 
nall, ant! how a ſimple word can bee accuſed? Me 
thinks a word cannot be condemned, unleſs it be bar- 
*. erte 

cuts 


cent if i bengr vicious v he 1255 


27 : 
2 12 * | 


Ley un — ty — 
ſents ſaome ubchaſt thing a ill 

word Chtiſtian —— Dy oe om: ths 
Loon, ir in the name that the ſon of G Selen 
ſter tooke, to ſhe he was the King of the fai 
and the bigh Prieſt of the new law, And when Ie 
ill pronuntiation yon change the ſignifcation of 

name, (fox one bed hut heare you. eake if, to 
cover you know it not.) it is a name com 5 
ſweerneſle | and goodnefle ; ſo you hate men w 


deen wi ref A FAN. Be 
not one ev inion co 
—.— — e n i 


_ — 18 2 
cipline take the — 2 bn has tar 


not Philoſephers by the reaſon of — — "of their 


Seas called Platonieks, Epicurians; and Pithagori- 
ans? and in conſidera places of their aſ- 


ſemblies Scoicks and e, ? and doe wee not 
ſce Phyſitians borrow that of rate? the Gra- 


tha, that 92 95 Ba 


280 58 e one 
their 5128 0 | peers Hoon 5 of olle 
Bodi ne | ſcaphine | 


knowne thar Fl Doctrine is 
Author is . to make the 


oy ue * e pro e If is: 


i 
him that made i it. Tien "a ho 
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krow the worthineſſe of our Reli · 
ion 2 the & df our Kathorz which is Je- 
8 Chriſt: or elſe inquire of the ' conditions of our 
16 a holy ſeacch of the things hee taught us. 
But you wil nov * the Religion which you 
Fro nor the excellent quility of its Author: 

| are content th inve inſt the name; and to 
contend wirh it: 'a fimple Word is all the ground of 
ty * 50 RE you dee toa Religion, and the Author 
yon know not; and there is ſo mueh 


— ire 7 1 —— this 


ofthe name, with- 
out 2 convinc t by 2 force of a lawful convicti- 
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ve dich inſiſted in op the juſtice 
155 ficke hatt Ta perſe⸗ 


104 18 now to treat of the point of our inno- 
GN; ; and therefore will not onely reſute rhe things 


jeQ a us ; but tetutne the ſame v 5 
ee who caft them! us, that therth 
55 Know Chriſtians delle not theniſelvs with 


crimes ſo impudently laid ro their charge, by thoſe 
who cannot bee ignorant that Chriſtians are 
5 75 therof. In regard wherof,” I wonder the 77 


| (wicked people as they are ) at the ra 
1 d will 10 l ber pet 
a againſt 


„ ou o'r T7 


YL Cer HH we 


Apiegie pr Difen if he ci , , 5 
good aven, ou ſad as demos who 
"5 11 — particular all they ſay wee d ih 
will wur oe 
pre ; _— 1 take c to re- 
us as wic tious 
dhe infamy of and in —— 
of gughter and eontempt, and make it appeate our 
Enemies commit the ſume ly every day. But 
becauſe your laſt refuge, you! fee truth on our 
Bae diſcovers all theſe 2 — 
the authority of the e ainſt us; and heave 
ordibarily in in your months; thar it is not per- 
mirted you to examine anew what they have con- 
.demned,/ or your aath-injoynes the of obey- 
ing the ſame; that i — yo ll cn, and 
oonſtraint what e 
r — 1 — Gb: 


— 2 ——— 2 
7 you * theſe wortls with to 


not to be-ſulſeved; . 


W 


luste 
If Juſtice bet the Rule o 
reſonate ende chi 
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not to bee condemned; without doubt that onely 
ſhould be forbid which is wicked, from whence it 
follows, What is good ſhould bee left to the free li- 
berty of all men. If I finde that to be juſt your Laws 
forbid, is it not true, this forbidding of yours obligeth 
me not at all, and contratily, that I am bound to o- 
bey it, if condemning that which is evill? And won- 
dex not if r your Lawes of errour: it is man 
hath conceived them, they thẽt made them failed 
not a little: 1 Laws have not becn blind by 
the infinite VViſedome of G N 

It is nd wonder $0 rake de har cben 14 dee 
deceived in making a Law, and therefore upon bet- 
ter conſideration with themſelves, they have confeſ- 


ſed;their errour, in condemn "jg. that they former- 
= approved 2 Know wer net — — 
— — Lyrargut La wes ta accour 
te them to civill ſociety: at hich the great 


iver was ſo diſpleaſed, chat hee voluntarily 
kis — „ eondemnedihimſolto to dye, 
ud to advance his death, Adeprivod himſelſe at u- 

riſhment for life > and lalls it hot oui ver 5 — 
= experience you ha ve gat in doing juſtice 


you fora Candle, and gli 
. f in bent — 


ou 
by the authority of thoarw — ek 
"A line hits ſinae have —— 
* nag Wer not U. a 
Prince indued with coinely gravity and rare 2 


qu 


Apelogie, or Defence of the Chriſtians. 21 
dome to have changed certaine things of the Papic 
Lawes, although their old age was never ſo-vene« 
table? Lawes' that forc'd the People to put their 
children into the world, before the Age ordained b 
the Julian Lawes to contract mariage, and whic 
ſhewed them ridiculous, in taking thought with ſo- 
r for the birth of men. 1 
There were alſo Lawes that permitted Creditors 
to cut in pieces the bodies of their Debrors , when 
deſtirute of meanes'to pay what was due to them, 
But theſe Lawes are aboliſhed, and the following 
Ages by a morefeelinghamaniry , have univerſally 
condemned this cruelty as too barbarous. They ex- 
empted the poor from capital puniſhment, but not to 
lea ve ras; ui Warr * os 
intheirfo S,/byordai cir goods to bee 
pbbliklyſbld; th iciafeery-mighr be py in 
like manner, chooſing thereby rather to make bloud 
aſcend into their faces, then to let it out of the bodies 
of ſuch po re men 
-How many other crimei doe you thinke there gre” 
in your State, whereof youknpw' the injuſtice; 
andwhich deferve to be correQed'+-- Jarely, ſeeing 
equity is the onely object alt Lowe ought to propoſe ; 
Laws themſelves arc neither for the number of years 
ordignity of their Authour zi hut ſot the only conſi 
deration of the equity andjufyice rhae is in them for 
— — So that:when once wee know 
they are deſtitute gf this feneceflary a condition, we 
have reaſon; to naglect them thotigłi they have ſuch 
authority and voi thoſeluhlch accuſe them of 
5 D 3 injuſtice. 


22 - TE RTAHLLIFANS 
injuſtioe. But it is not enough to ſay your Laws are 
unjuſt, we muſt adde they arc impertinent, and raſki; 
when they puniſh men for their Names fake onely, 
as thoſe are that are publiſhed againſt Chriſtians ; 
if it bee true, Lawes ought to puniſh actions, if in 
reſpe& of all other perſons they will have the con- 
demnation to be grounded onthe c of the fact, 
auch nor on the name of the Isi not aſtrange 
ching that in our Cauſe they take onelythe name 
we beare to puniſh us for the crimes they un 
to us I have commitred inceſt, why require they 
not my life for the ſame ? I have Rifd a Childe, 
how / comes it to „ extort not from met 

; of theſe crimes byracks, and tortures? 
L have offended: the Majeſtic of the gods, and the 
Prince (ſay they) wag ay gk heard toi 

know if Lhavewhene to juſtie my ſclfe with 

—— in thoſe arimcs they atruſe me of? There is 

no law forbids mec to euamine that which is liable 

to condemnation, neither doth a f inflidt 
i to have hi- 


r 

ondexd againſt the publicke endinances. Neither 
can a Cn ive the obedience that hee ought to 
the law, unle ſſè hee know of what nature the action 


is which1ic puniſheth. I ſuſſicath not the la w bee | 
geen mul on rm 
thoſe irom hon it obedience, | Forithat 
is to be ſuſpected which will not let us trie whether 


or no it be juſt: but without all apparent proofe of 
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CHAP. v. 
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B . vf the eriginet 


the bach rv opponent us) there was 
an — La Rel l introducing new 
ceremonies into ion, as worſhippi — 
Deities, unleſs approved by the Senate: 2 — 
inviolable and unalterable Law to which the Prince 
or Emperour himſelfe was ſubject. Adgrew - 
Lu knew what his power was, when he would have 
had divine honours rendred to his Idol called the 
- . TT — againſt 2 
ange t Aa va our 
wi tha with you muſt nd pon th 
„ men: if men like not 
no longer be a God ; and Do — 
tious to God; It was by vertue of this Law the 
perout Tiles (under whom the name Chriſtian 
began tobe made famous) propounded to the Senate 
to receive among the number of their gods, 
Chrift, of whom he heard great miracles! had 
doge,trom che intelligence cigerce ge ven him bythoſe Com 
menders under him in Palefinz, the place where 
Chriſt our Mafter firſt: Preached the — of his 
Divinity. 
This Prince witneflcd at firſt, chat he enclined to 
ordaine for him che honour he rendred to his other 


gode: the Senate ejected the propoſition, and would 
| — 
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not approve of a God they did not know, Tiberian 
remained firme in his reſolution, and threatned diſ- 
e to thoſe that went about to accuſe the Chri- 
ns. 


Read your ancient Records: you ſhall finde there 


Vers the firft of all the Emperours that 

our Religion; when it was im its birth: hic 
redounded to our glory, that this Monſter ſhould 
the firſt of all others that condemned us; fot whoſoc- 


ver knew hĩs ile, muſt accds judge it could bot other 


wiſe be, but hat he mned was moſt highly to 

be eſtceme t. | 92 2 4 
Dumitian ( whoſe 8 up that of Nere 1) 

did ſometimes reſolve alſo to moleſt us: but as his 


ts. and reſolutians were contrary to humane 
condition, his minde of it ſelſe turned to render us 
the peace he had taken from us, and to recall thoſe 
Chriſtians he had baniſhed, In briefe, we were ne- 
ver „ but by Princes, whoſe actions were 
full:of injuftice, whoſe minds of impiety, and whoſe 
manners of ſhame and infamy , never perſecuted of 
any but of thoſe whoſe lives your awne ſelves are 
wont tocondemn , and whoſe odious governments 
oblige you to revoke their judgements, in re-cſtabli; 
CI which have beene ſo miſerable as to 
be the unhappy objełts of their fury. Princes who 
by their vertue got the love of the people, have not 
been our enemies; and of all the Emperours com: 
manding th is State till now, and that had any ſenſe 
of Piety and Religion towards your gods, or whoſe 
juct was animated by the ſpirit of humane wiſe- 
dome 
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Apologit, or Defence of the chriſtian. 23 
dome, you cannot name one that perſecuted. the 
Chtiſtians. On the contrary, it will bee found, the 
Emperour Marke Aareliw, a very wiſe Prince, was 
our Protector; if you ſee the Letters hee writtou- 
a the extreame incommodiry his Army ſuffered 

\ it hemade war in Germany , you ſhall finde hee 

ere witneſleth , that che prayers of the Chriſtian 

Qgicrs in his Troops, obtained from Heaven that 

favonrable raine cn pg; the thirſt where- 
with they were oppre | 

This Prince reſolving to make acknowledgement 
of their affe&ion, and the good will they bore him; 
and yet not purpoſing to infringe the authority of his 
Predeceſſors, did not publickly diſcharge the Chri- 
ſtians from the puniſhments enaged againſt them, 
but rendred their power uſeleſs in the ſight of all the 
world, another way, by ordaining their Accuſers 
to be infli&ed alſo with the extreameſt puniſhment. 
Conſider then a little what force theſe Lawes ought 
to have; where none made uſe of them againſt us, but 
theſe Emperours that are deſamed with all manner 
of impietie, injuſtice, villany , cruelty , ligheneſs, 
and folly: which Traſan fruſtrated in part, in for- 
bidding to inquire after Chriſtians, which were ne- 
ver confirmed by an Adrian, 2 Prince curious of all 
rare and excellent things, by a YVeſpafian who con- 
quered Fades, by an Antonin Pius, nor by a Marcus 

Aurelius: Tfour lives were wicked, as is ſuppoſed, 

we ſheuld- not feare afli&ion-from wicked aer 

becauſe Companions of their Vices, but rather pun- 


niſument to bee inflicted upon us from them who 
E make 
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make profeſſion of honeſty, whom being vertuous 
we might ſooner feare to become our enemies, and 


ready upon all occaſions to ſeeke meancs to diſturbe 
us. 


C HAP. VI. 


— —— 


UT I could wiſh theſe men that appeare ſo 
Bs and fo zealouſly obſervant of their 
one La wes, and fo ſevere defenders of things 
inſtituted by their Anceſtors, would anſwer to the 
demands I ſhall make them; namely, whether they 
have kept their Faith inviolable > whether rendred 
the honour and obedience they ought to the good 
Rules left them by their fore-Fathers ? whether 
chere are not ſome Laws that have loſt their power 
and authority among them ꝰ whether they have not 
paſſed beyond the bounds preſcribed by ancient fim- 
plicity ? or rather netþaniſhed from their policy all 
that their Fathers judged neceſſary and convenient to 
eſtablifh a good government? what are become of 
the Laws which cut off Luxury,ſuperfluous and am- 
bitious expences ? whichcommanded what we ſpent 
at a Feaſt ſhould not exceed five ſhillings > that 
would have us ſerve up but one Hen at a meale, and 
that not a fat one neither? which forbad à Senator 
entrance into the Senate, who had in his houſe twen- 
ty markes of ſilver; ( as it in that alone one might 
juſtly ſuſpe& he would ſeeme too magnificent) « 
| would 
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wolild over throw the; Theatres after newly ſee 
up, ſuppoſing the uſe of ſhewes would not ſerve but 
to corrupt manners ? which would not ſuffer any 
man raſhly and without puniſhment to uſurp the 
emblems of great dignitics, belonging to perſons of 
noble birth ? 

But now I ſee ſuperfluity gives names to Feaſts, 
they call them Hepdreds , becauſe of ſo many hun- 
dred Crownesſpent at ſuch Feaſts, They alſo draw 
out of the Mines ſilver to make Baſins, not onely for 
Senators but Free · men, and thoſe that not yet come 
to obtaine their freedome, yea that ſcarce exempt 
from the miſeries of ſervitude: I ſee it is not enough 
in Theatres to content the eyes of the People, 
but by drawing vaſt Covertures Over, they arme 
chemſelves agaĩnſt the injuries of the Ayre, to fulfill 
their pleaſures by the objects of thoſe infamous re- 
preſentations. For they imitate the Lacedemoniant, 
who were the firſt that tooke care to ſee publique 


Playes at their caſe, and covered themſelves with 


large and heavy Gownes for feare leſt during the 
winter, they ſhould catch cold, in injoying their Uiſ- 
honeſt unchaſte pleaſures, I ſee nodifference 
between the women of honour,and thoſe that are in- 
famous and lewd ; they obſerve not any longer thoſe 
holy inftitutions of former times, that injoyned wo- 
men to have ſpeciall care of modeſty and tempe- 
rance, When a woman wore no more gold then that 
on the finger ſhe put the Ring her Husband gave her 
the day ſhee was married, to bee the gage of her con- 
jugall Faith. When it was ſo abſolutely forbidden 

E 2 women 
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women to drink Wine, that there was one that her 
neare Kinſman cauſed to be ſtarved, becauſe ſhe had 
broke the ſcales wherewith his Cellars were ſhut 
up; and under the reigne of Romulus one Mecenins 
killed his Wife for the ſame cauſe, and was abſol- 
ved for it. 

Therefore it was eſtabliſhed that they ſhould kiſs 
their Parents, that they might judge by their breath, 
if they had offended againſt this 9 Where are 
now thoſc happy Mariages, and good maners, ma in- 
rained in ſuch a perfect harmony, that we have ſeen 

neare ſix hundred years ſince ihe foundation of this 
City paſs, without hearing fo much as a divorce 
once ſpoke of in any one family onely? 

Women now a dayes have never a part of their 
bodies which bows not under the weight of the gold 
they weare : a man cannot kiſs them without ſmel- 
ling the Wine they drinke ; and wee are fallen into 
eboſe times, it ſcems, that people marry onely to be 

udiated , and divorce is the fruit of marriage: 
But this is not all, for as religious as you will appear 
in the obſervation of the ancient inſtitutions ot your 
Fathers, you have revoked what they ordat- 
ned with ſerious deliberation concerning the wor- 
ip of your gods. The Conſuls with the Authority 
of the Senate, baniſhed, not only from the City, but 
alſo from all Itah; Father Bacchws, with all ceremo- 
nies done in his honour ; Piſo and Gabinim were not 
Chriſtians, and yet during their Conſulſhip , they 
forbad to place in the Capitol, Scrapis, 1fis, Harpe- 
crates, and that Image which had the head of a dog, 


that 
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that is to ſay, they put them away from the Palace 
of the gods. T r eee divine 
honours , and cauſed their Altars to be heat down, 
that the diſorder of va ine. and diſhoneſk ſuperſtitions 
might be reſtrained, brave 
ou have re-eſtabliſhed all theſe gods in the dig- 
nity they had taken from chem, and make them per- 
take of honours due to the higheſt Majeſty knowne 
by mortals, Tell me where is your Religion? where 
the reverence you owe to your fore Fathers ? you 
render your: ſclves unlike them its, cu- 


nem, in your habits, 
ſtome of r opinions, and laſtly in your 
very words & language? yu ways praiſe ant iqui- 
ty, and every day receive new things: ſo that youte- 
move from you as much as is poſſible, the laudable 
inſtitutions of your Anceſtors, and as for the things 
that are eſtabliſhed, you keep none of them, but what 
deſerve not to be kept. There is moreover, this in ir, 


for Iwill ſhew preſently that by a negligence , that 

injureth the authority eee eee 

n y 
m 


our means this go he be no more a ſtranger at 
— and ha ve - — your ſacrifices to Bacchw, - 
whom you cauſe to be worſhipped in Itah, you have 
no more this great affection to the worſtipof the 
gods, which antiquity held ſo unfortunate an error, 
and ſo ſtrange a blindneſs ; you your ſelves deſtro 
the Religion your Fathers taught you, whileſt paſs 
for its goal —— and accuſe Chriſtians 
principally of being guilty of impiety towards them; 
yet — — I muſt. ue our- profeſſion 
3 from 


— 
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from the infamy of the hidden crimes which they 
object againſt ir, that I may prepare a way, to arrive 
at the point which concernes the actions we doe in 
the fight ofall the world, 


CHAP, VIL 


— 
— 


Say then, the crimes pretended againſt us, the 
I whereof makes us — in the 
opinion of the are, that wee meet toge- 
ther to ſucriſice a childe; after we have taken away 
kis life by a barbarous ſuperſtition, we devoure his 
body, and when devoured theflefh of this Innocent, 
we commit inceſts. Theyadde, we have who 
ſerve to overthrow the Candles, and doing the Of- 
fice of theſe infamous Merchants of modeſty , make 
us loſe all ſhame in taking the lights from us, and 
covering our actions under the of darkneſs, em- 
— us to ſeek the uſe of ungodly and ſacrilegious 
eaſures. 
Pl But ſo it is, we are not guilty,ſave in the diſcourſe 
you make concerning us. It's a long time fince you 
__ to us all theſe things, and though you ac- 
e us of them everyday, yet you make not much 
in * know the truth thereof. If you take us 
to ty, why make you not proceſs againſt us as 
criminals? but ſeeing you have not as yet convicted 
us by a la full proceeding, you ſhould not have ſuch 
an evill opinion of us; and certainely that which 
moves 
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moves you touſe diffimulation in what concerns us, 
tells you wee are unjuſtly accuſed. Therefore is it 
you dare not undertake to informe againſt us, and 
when you give the Executioners the order they are 
to obſerve in tormenting Chriſtians ; you command 
them to draw from their mou the confeſſion 
of whar'they are, but the diſavowing the Religion 
they profels. | 

Now ( as wee have alrcady ſaid) the doarine 
which we follow, began from the time of the Em- 
perour Tiberius; from its — hath drawne 
on it the hatreds of men: it hath met with as many 
enemies, as it hath found people in the darkneſs of 

Idolatry ; even thoſe who ought to have received it: 

The Jewes, to whom it was revealed, are ſet againſt 

it, by a ſpirꝶ of jealouſie, becauſe ir would deftroy 

their Law. Soldiers in their uſual perſecuting us are 
accuſtomed to be againſt it, & our domeſti - 
ing our adverſaries by an evill inclination of nature, 
have beene the firſt that made war it. From 

thece it ooms, that every day we ſee our ſelvs d, 

we are betrayed at every inſtant, and very often 

take us in our Aſſemblies, This being ſo, I ask when 

did it fall out, that ever any one ſurprized us at the 

ſame time when a Childe having the knife ſet to his 

throat, gave forth bis laſt crye before we cut his 
winde-pipe aſunder? was there any that — 

Chriſtians mouth bleeding, as of the Cycſops, and the 

Cyrenes after ſuch a deed done by us, preſented it to 

the Judges > Who among you ever difccrned in his 

Wite any ſymptome or token of unchaſtity, after 
our 
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out Religion at any time ſincerely imbraced g =: ? 
Is it poſſible our Enemies ſheuld hide ſuch ſtrange 
crimes as laid to our charge, after once diſcovering us 
to be faulty therein ? or that they that take fat a 
pride in perſecuting and dragging us before the Tri- 
bunall of juſtice, ſnould be corrupted in our behalfe? 
you ſay we doe nothing but in obſcutity: if it bee as 
you ſay, tell us, when knew you wee did - what 
you accuſe us of, and in whoſe power it was 
ro give you the certaine knowledge of it > it's 
not likely you had it from the mauthes of them you 
judge guiltie: for all Myſteries are to be kept ſecret; 
and to partake of them as we ought , the Law of ſi» 
lence is fairhfully to be obſerved by us. Men uſuall 
ſay nothing ofthe myſteries of Samothracia or Eleuſi- 
na: How much rather ought they to bee carefull, 
not to reveale thoſe which would excite againſt 
them, were they knowne the rigour both of humane 
and divine juſtice. 5 
Theyare not Chriſtians it ſeems then, that diſco- 
ver themſelves unto you; and if not Chriſtians, then 
muſt they be people of different profeſſion, that diſ- 
courſe of their act ions. But how ſhould ſuch a peo- 
ples knowledge bee-informedin thofe myſteries to 
be laid-open by them, ſeeing even the ceremonies 
where piety preſides puts away the profane, and 
ſuffers no ſtrange witneſſes, unleſs they will have it 
ſaid, Chriſtians are impious, and the wicked feare 
leſſe to be ſeen then the good. So you muſt confels 
you know nothing of our doings, but by common 
ruit, uncertain proofe, of the weakeneſs whereof 
; there 
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there is no man ignorant? Is there any who knows 


not the nature of-it 2 One of your Auth d. 
fame is the ſwitteſt of Jeck! wü hope 75 


this evill quality, even when reporting ſomething of 
truth it D e the lame with lea 
ſing or falſhood. Truth never paſſeth purely through 
fames mouth, either ſhe adds ſomething to, or takes 
ſomething from, or makes ſome notable change i 
it: beſides, the hath alſo chis fault, her credit la 
no longer then the lies: he hath no life, but ſo long 
as the certainly proves nothing: ſo ſoon as make e 
vident her progfe,ſhe ceaſcrh to be any longer Fame, 
whoſe property is to make relation of uothing but 
what's hot certainly knowne : ſo ſoone . 5 delivered 
for certaine, the — of the thing delivered ſuc- 
ceeds immediatly into its place, as being no longer 
a bruit, but a knowng and profeſꝭ d truth. At — 7 
time and when ſuchaſthing is known, we ſay pot t 
ſo reported, or ſo the bruit goes, but ſo or lo ir is 
without doubt, | X 
For example, we uſe to ſay, ſuch a man hath got 
ſuch a government, in ſuch a Proyince ,'. when wee 
know certainly hee bach gut the ſame: and when. 
nor, it is ſo famed, or ſo reported. After we are aſſu- 
red of a thing, we make no more reckoning of Fame, 
which is an expreſſion of doubt and uncertainty. Sq 
there are none bur fools ground themſelves upon te- 
ports; wiſe men believe nothing but what is certain, 
F and 
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and what time alfo hath verified on her behalfe, 
And certainly, as Hand diffuſed as fame may 
bee, what beliefe ſoever ſhe hath got with cm 
with what aſſurance ſoever they eſteeme her, wee 
muſt atwayes conſider ſhe had a beginning ſince ſke 


hath paſſed through divers zand cares, 
which have given her the vogue fhee hath in the 
world. Her original is o uke and vict- 


ous: but together with all her faults ſne authoriſeth 
and covers all that is added to her from her birth, 
becauſe no body mounts up to the ſeourſe, and trou- 
bles himſelfe to know er or no the firſt Au- 
thor of the relation 3 a lie: hich 
falls out often, either through d to them fame 
teares in peeces or liberty uſuped to make evill judg- 
ments 1 fimple ſuſpitions,; or the pleaſure ſome 
take in Tying, a pleaſure not new among men, and 
to which many are ſo naturally inclined, But God 
be thanked, time reveals the truth of all things; it is 
' a. ſentence wee have from you, and whereof wee 

make uſe 2 you, the eſtabliſhed order of nature 
cannot ſuffer any thing long to remaine hid: but in 
the end makes that appear which fame had not diſ- 
covered. Judge then if it be as reaſonable you ſhould 
ſtill perſecuteè us ſeeing after ſo long time ther's no- 
thing but bare report to informe you in the know- 
ledge of the crimes we are ſuppoſed to commit, no- 
. aga inſt us by you, but her teſtimony 
which is ſo much the more cy1ll, becauſe ſhee can- 
not yet prove what ſhe hath heeretofore invented to 
make us appeare odious, and which for ſo many 
yeares. 
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yeares ſhee hath affirmed upon the opinion onely of 
certa ine men. 


CHAP. VIII. 


the proofes you imploy againſt us, I will make 

koowne our innocence by your own judgement, 
to overthrow the opinion you have conceived a- 
gainſt our life:I demand but the teſtimony of nature, 
who is your mother as well as ours, Suppoſe Chri- 
ſtians promiſe Eternall life, as a recompence for all 
theſe crimes ſo full of horrour : You-may belicve ic 
if you liſt, but I would alſo know, after 
by ſuch blacke actiom a man might merit Heaven, 
you would bee ſo barbarous as to deſite t arfuch a 
rate. Can it be imagined one ſhould ſay theſe words 
or the lie unto you? come on hiehet, die your ſword 


Jie not enough toſhew you the weakeneſſe of 


inthe bloud of a CHAI fay in a Childs bioud whoſe 
render age ought to Have no ene who cannot be 
guilty of injuring any body, and whom every one 


with a fatherly Love ought to cheriſh, 

Or if the e e ſhedding 4 Childs blond bee 
commitrett to er, eau ich ſuppoſed we ſhould 
uſe this diſcourſe unto you? Be preſent at the b 
—— — an infant —— ow w_ _ end of his 
life in the beginni his da yes, feea ſoule de part 
cut Ga bod lool xs it as 16 , tate chis bibod 
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newly animated, dip your bread in it, and fill your 
ſelfe with the ſubſtance thereof. ine, while at 
Table, marke well where your Mother, and Siſter, 
are ſcated, that you may not faile to find them our, 
after they are left in the darke, by dogs overthrow. 
ing the Candles, conſequently extinguiſhing the 
light. For you muſt know, you cannot but be faulty 
it you commit not inceſt. It profiting by theſe our in- 
ſtructions, you ſquare your Faith by the practiſe of 
ſuch actions, aſſure your ſelfe you ſhall receive ever- 
laſting life. Anſwer me now, would you to get this 
never fading ſelicity do things ſo contrary to all hu- 
mabiry If nature it ſelfe be of force ſufficient to di- 
vert your one minds from —_ ſuch irregular 
courſes, you cannot I perſwade my ſelfe, be induced 
to believe that other men would bee faulty therein: 
Yea though yee certainly believe this the onely way 
to eternall happineſſe. I dare lay ou would nor 
by ſuch meanes ſo barberouſly, defile your ſelves 
no neither if you had any ſuch dere have the cou- 
rage to pet forme the ſame; Judge then of us by your 
ſelves, and know wee can no more commit theſe 
crimes then you, or if wee can, your ſelves as liable 
thereunto as we. 

But what do you thinke our judgements different 
from yours? that Chriſtians of another race of man- 
kind then you areꝰ do you take us for the Cynocephales, 
& Sciapodes, Monſters of India & Lybiatdo you believe 
we are made otherwiſe then other men, that the fa- 
culties of our bodies otherwiſe diſpoſed and by a ſa- 
vageneſſe more then the moſt bruriſh of all people, 

excite ps. 
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us onely to feed on blood, and violate the Lawes of 
nature, in the uſe of embracements which it forbids 
Certainly if believe theſe things of Chriſtians ther's 
ſom what in it that you ſhould doe ſo, we are men as 
well as you : And therefore if your ſouls abhor ſuch 
like actions, you ought not imagine us in regard 
men as well as Chriſtians, to commit them. You ac- 
knowledge theſe crimes contrary to nature: but you 
ſay we deceive them who know us not ; as it the ca- 
lumnies you invented againſt che Chriſtians were 
not publicke or any could be ignorant thereof. That 
which all the world knowes cannot bee diſſembled, 
and thoſe who have embraced the Law of ſeſus 


. Chriſt, take not this reſolution , without well conſi- 


dering it: but after all things exactly pondered they 
finde we are innocent of the crimes wherewich 
accuſe us. Beſides , its a common uſe, that thoſe 
who will bee inſtructed in a Religion, adreſſe them- 
ſelves to the cheiſe Prieſts, to learne of them what 
they ought to prepare that pertake of his myſteries. 
Then it it be true, Chriſtians are guilty of theſe im- 
pieties, there's no doubt but the Prieſt, whoſe charge 
is to receive him who would bee inſtructed, ſpeakes 
to him in this manner: Friend, you muſt be carefull 
to provide a childe that is yet in the innocence of his 

age, who knowes not what death means, and re- 
joiceth at the ſight of the knife that muſt cut his 
throat. 

You muſt have a loafe to put under the wound to 
receive the bloud which runnes from it. You muſt 
make provifion of Candleſticks and Lamps: You 

| k F 3 muſt 
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muſt bri ; which when throw meat to 
—— of the reach of the firing where- 
with ticd , the defire of filling themſelves there- 
with may excite them to make ſuch a leape , that 
they overthrow the Candleſticks to which they are 
tied , and by this means put out the lights: but firft 
it is neceſſary you cauſe your Mother and Siſter to 
be preſent. Vea, but how if they wil not conſent to it? 
If he hath neither Mother nor Sifter > If no kindred 
that would be a Chriſtian, can he not be received ? 
and theſe relations of Brother or Son, are they eſſen- 
tiall to the qualitie of Chriftians ? I ſay more, ſup- 
poſe they have all theſe things ready, without ad- 
iſing thoſe who have no knowledg: thereof : one 
cannot denie but they learne preſently what is done 
in their Aſſemblies; and yet they remain ſirme, af- 
ter turning unto Chriftianity they complaine not of 
being deceived: but you ſay they feare to be puni- 
ſhed, if they diſcover the evill they have done. Con- 
CG at —_ 1 that call for the publick Au- 
: : ems as Gown — 
mls . none but would — in Weir behalt. 
Morcover, if the actions of Chriſtians were ſo dete- 
ſtable as you make them, thoſe whom they ſhould 
ſo abuſe, would rather expoſe themſelves to death 
then live with the remorſe of ſo criminall a conſci- 
ence. But after all, ſuppoſe they feare to accuſe 
themſelves, how comes it they perſevere ſo con- 
ſtantly, and keep their religion in the midſt of perſe- 
cutions ? for men are not wont to tie themſelves 
with ſuch conſtancy to a profeſſion, which they had 


nor 
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not imbraced, if not beene well inform'd of it from 
the beginning. 


CHAP. IX. 


— — 8 


—_ 


UT, to make it knowne wee are not guilty of 
chele crimes, I will fhew, that — ſe 
ick & private comie the ſameʒ fot it may 

bee for thi — it is yon lay chem to our charge. 
Men hererofore publickly ſacrificed Children in 4- 
Frica to Saturn, untill the dime of Tiberius, by whoſe 

Commandment, he that governed this Province un- 
der him, aboliſh'd fo ftr — a barbarifme, cauſing 
the Prieſts, the authours of cheſe impieties, to be pur 
to death in their room, on ic rey wheres near 
the Temple of this god; trees whereon they were 
wont to hang the offerings they preſented to him, 
and where the leaves ſeemed to comply witty che 
crimes bc- under their ſhades. a 

A juſt puniſſiment, and which rhefe miſerable 
creatures 5 in the view of the Souldiers, in 
the Countrey of my Nativity, who ſerveg che Liev- 
tenant of the Emperour in the execution ot his com. 
miſſion. They till continue theſe bloudy and dete- 
ſtable ſacrifices : but they doe them privarely , and 
hide themſelves when they ſhed the blond of inno- 
cents. 
So you fee they arè nor Chriſtians onely tllar con- 


temne your Lawes: your owne people flight your 
in jun ions: 
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injunctions: whatſoever ſeverity uſed. by you, you 
cannot throughly pluck out of mens hearts the roots 
of this criminall devotion, and your gods change not 
their manners, in having changed their condi- 
tion. 2122 

Saturn that pardoned not his own children, much 
leſſe would ſpare children not his owne, Since hee 
ceaſed to live upon the earth, hee loſt not the defire 
of bloud he had befere, Ever fince men made him 
a god, he continually receiveth the offering up of in- 
necents unto him from the hands of their owne Fa- 
thers, who by an unlucky ſuperſtition, making ſacri · 
fices to their gods, rake away the lives of them to 
whom they had given the ſame;who voluntarily ob- 
liged themſelves to this impiety ; and who in this 

ion where their one Children were the victims 
ſacrificed by them, entertained them with flatteries, 
not without wy of compaſſion, fearing the 
myſtery might be interrupted, it they ſuffer not their 
throats tobe cut without ſhedding te ares. Tell us 
a little, whether the crime of murther you impute to 
us, be not farre beneath that of Paricide, which your 
People are guilty of > The Gaulscffred on the Altars 
of Mercury, men which had atrained to their full 

ſtrength of age of perfection. 
1 paſſe by the fables of the horrible ſacrifices 
that were offered up in the Temple of Diana Tuurica, 
as matter fitter to be repreſented on Theatres. There 
isalſo in this ſo religious a City, and Temptes of the 
pious off-ſpring of Æ ne, a Jupiter in honour of 
whom they make playes, where they ſhed humane 
. bloud, 
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blond, by Combates with men and wild Beaſts, You 
tell me; you expoſe none bur thoſe that are already 
condemned to dye. Alas, what then? Is it not the 
ſhedding of humane bloud, to ſhed the blond of theſe 
miſerable creatures? But this ſacrifice, is it nog 
much more deteſtable, then the bloud of the wicked 
which is preſented toa God? wharſoever excuſe you. 
may ſceł for, this truth remaines al wayes certaine, 


- eharrhisbloud which you offer. is thebloud ofa man, 


whom you have cauſed to be cut in pieces, and you 
cannot accompliſh your vowes withoue committing 
murther.. — Neem 2) uin. Ro 
Certainly, your Jupiter reſembles Feſms 
Cbrift: for be chirſts as much for bloud, as you ſup- 
poſe our Maſter loves to ſee it ſned and as he is the 
onely Sonof his Father; which ,yow muſt acknow- 
— could never bee; had not Sat u cruell 
art. | | | 
Ler us paſſe weed ae murthering children in ſa- 
crifices,toorher kinde of wilfull murcheriogby their 
Parents; (for in hat manner ſoever they take away 
their childrens lives, it is al wa yes murthering them, 
although not alwayes alike hainous:) Till then 
addreſs my ſpeech to all Idolaters: how many are 
there among yen, — le, char are: this way 
greedy of the bloud of Chriſtians ? and alſo among 
you, O ye Magiſtrates, that after you appeare ſuch 
great Juſticiers by the ſeverity you treat us with, 
whoſe conſciences I would:ſtrike with true reproa- 
ches of having procured the death of your own'chil- 
dren ? yet it you did but ſimply = them to death, 


it 
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it were ſomewhat ; but bya excel3 of cruel-- 
ty, you throw them into the dle them 
to the rigour of cold: asd h „ and the rage ot 
dogs: you will not take theit lives away with the 
ſword; becauſe too gentle a death, and which men of 
the age of diſrretios had rather ſuffer, chen any other 
that hath violencꝭ in ict. 27g 21 Hit 
As for us chat are Qhriftians, homicide is particu- 
larly forbidden us, by vertue whereof, it's likewiſe 
inhibited us to deſtroꝝ that which the Mother hath 
conceived in r and 
deliberating (as I may ſo ſpeake) in the preſence of 
nature, whether ot no ĩt tate the ſorme of man: It's 
a committing murther before hand, to deſtroy that 
which is to be born; and as ameh evill in hindring 
the birth of a ſoule, as in /p git out o the bo- 
dy when it is borne: that which ſhould bome into 
the world being a man, and the fruit alteady in the 
ſeed which produceth it. | 
As tor. that cuſtome, fo full of inhumanity, to 
drinke bloud, and to feed on ſuch tragick meats, you 
may read further in Heredotws, it being he, as Ithink, 
who reports, that certaine Nations aſſembling to 
ſweare Treaties, were accuſtomed to draw bloud 
from their Armes, which preſenting one to the o- 
ther, they drank ſolemnly. | 
There paſſed ſome ſuch thing in the conjuration 
of Cateline. They fay alſo among the Scythians, in 
certaine Families they that are nearealli'd uſe to 
devoure the bodies of their dead k indred: but wee 
need not goe fo far; we have among us the uſe of 
theſe 


4 
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theſe batbarousceremonits' The Prieſts of Belong, 
ſhedding their oe bloud, and conſecrating it to 
their Goddeſs, after putting it in the -palme of 
their hand, give it to ahoſe — 2 — with 
them in their myſteries. In the publick ſpeſtacles of 
the combatsof the Gladiators, they that are ſubject 
to the falling ſickneſi, ſeek their cure hy the practice 
of a Remedy worſe then the Diſeaſe, via. ſeeing the 
bloud of theſe wretched creatures newly e; 
they receive the ſame while ing from their 
wounds, and to obtaine their healths, fill themſel ves 
in ſuch a bruiti vith the ſubſtance of 
who are men as well them - 
What ſhall wee ſay of theſe tha whole 
meals mcars of theſe pot creatures e key: cold) 
kill d upon the place of combate, and aske at the 
{ame time for a piece of the wild Boare, and of the 


from, his wounds; . againe 4 | 
that Stag, even yet ſweltring in the gore of the Gla- 
diator whom he pierced with his horne: The peo- 
ple alſo ask eſor the iatrails of Beares, whictraretull 
of the bodies of men they have devoured q ſu nen 
fill themſelves with fleſh nouriſhed by chat ot men. 
As for you that cat theſe meats, how much are your 
meales different from the meales of Chriſtians > But 
what judgement ſball oneq tue of thete who by a 
bruitiſh concupiſcenſe — I. meat for them- 

2 
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ſelves of that which cgontribaterh to the birth of men 
are they leſſe guilty then others; becauſe chey'devour 
the fubſtance of the living ⁊ can one ſay in the filth to 
which they abandon themſol ves, there is no humane 
bloud, becauſe the matter they fuck in is that where- 
with bloud is made ꝰ Theſe people eat not onely 
children, but men; old enough to put other men into 
the würd. : C16 Fe nor 
Cettainly ĩt muſt needs bee, theſe diſorders with 
you, ſhould make you bluſk before Chriſtians, who 
as you know, cat not the blood of any creature, and 
for that reaſon feed not on the meat of any creatures 
ſtifled, and abſtaine from that of beaſts which have 
not been ſlaine, for feare they ſhould have the leaſt 
bloud that is, even that dri d up or yer remaining in 
the fleſh of the ſtrangled beaſt to deſile themſelves 
with. 

This is the reaſon alſo, you offer them puddings 
made with the bloud of beaſts when you trie them, 
being well informed, that what you ſuppoſe they 
ſin moſt in, if they accepted thereof, is moſt ſtraitly 
interdicted them. Is it poſſible, think you, we thirſt 
after the bloud of men, when you know by experi- 
ence, we abhorre the bloud even of beaſts ? This opi 
nien cannot enter into your. mindes, unleſs havi 
taſted of the one and the other both, humane blo 
ſeems to you the moſt pleaſing. 

But it perſwaded Chriſtians inhumanly devoure 


this bloud , how comes it to pafs you make not uſe 


thereof to trie them? 2 ſhould offer them mans 
bloud, as uſually you offer 


them incenſe- fire: They l 
ſoone 
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ſoon diſcover themſelves in not taking this drinke 
from — when retule to ſacriſice Incenſe; 
and thereby you may have this advantage of two 
ſeverall proofes to 'condemne them with; namely, 
their refuſing to caſte mans bloud, and their not ok 
ler ing up Incenſe to your gods. | 
The criminall juſtice you execute upon ſuppoſed 
offenders will furniſh you this way with bloud e- 
nough to convince all manner of Chriſtians brought 
before you. But to ſpeak of the crime of Inceſt, who 
thoulda man ſooner ſuſpect to be guilty of this wic- 
kedneſs, then thoſe to whom the greateſt of their 
gods (to wit, Jupiter) hath given an example > The 
Perſians (as Creſias reports) mingle themſelves inceſ- 
tuouſly with their. owne Mothers. The Aacedunians 
it ſeems ate not exempt from this ſin, in regard the 
mocking complaints Oedipw makes in the Tragedy 
of Sopbocles , becauſe of the Inceſt he had commurte 
with Jocaſte, in laughing to ſee him ſo afflicted ; they 
ſaid, goe fight generouſly , and overcome your 
cher. As a you, it open but your owne eyes, 
you cannot bur take notice, that Incontinence,whoſe 
{laves you are, nouriſheth you with diſorders, in- 
confiderarely precipitating you into this foule crime: 
for you expoſe your children to the open aire by pn: 
ting them from you, that E having mare 
compaſſion of their hard deſtiny then your ſelves, . 


might bring them up, or elſe make them over ta 
be adopted by other Fathers of a better diſpoſition 
then your ſelves : Now it cangot de, but in time you 
loſe the Knowledge of your 1 which n 

| | 3 on 
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don to ſtrangers, add When ofet for want of this 
knowledge, begin ro offend the erfour'in'which you 
ſo imprudently ingage your ſelves, ineten 

courſe of yeares, your care will per it ſelfe 
wich the vice of its inceſtuous beg And truly 
your luſt accompanies you in all places here you 
goe: it remains with you in houſes : it leaves 

not when you travell ; ir paffeth Sea with you, 
m whence it falls out you loſe no unity ful- 
filling your concupiſcence, its very t not to 
meer in ſome places of the World with perſons that 
know not your birth, and theirs have the ſame be- 
pinning, and that deſcended of the ſame kinred and 
e that you are. It's alſo very hard, leaving 
gur ſeed all the world over, it produceth not chil- 
* u which by the commerce men _ one 
with another, are joyned to you, or yours, by an in- 
ceftuous conjunction, and thereby "mingling your 
bloud with that of your neer k inred, without Know- 
ing the ſame. | 
As fot us, the chaſtity whereof wee make exact 
profeſſion, and which wee keep with greateſt aſſu- 
rance, will warrant us from theſe accidents, and as 
inable us againſt inconti „ by living purely in 
the eſtate of marriage, preſerve us from falling in- 
to the fin of Inceſt, 

Yea, there are many among us, who to avoid 
250 den view „with greater prevention, vow to 
God their virginity, which they happily keep till 
the extremity of old 1 75 tt — J renders 
and regewes unto them the innocency of their firſt 
yeares. 
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crimes whereof you accuſe us, muſt neceflacily fol 
low upon the neck, or in conſequence of the Sher; 
for being refobved to render nomanner of worſhip 
to your deities, wee muſt neceſſarily bee reſolved iy 
like manner, not to ſacrifice to theip Altars, whe- 
ther for our ſelves, or for what perion . 
Hereupon you conclude us guiltie of ſacril 
High treaſon, which: is * upſhot of what a 
charge us wichall: and the argument moſt convin- 


it well deſcrvestobe.cxamined.,:brea 
ment of our innocence whally depends, hae! 
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res, Certainly, denen —— ur ſelves 

A rboſucrimen imputed b C guilty 

would p y —.— innocent. The 

light of your owne underſtendiog could not but con- 

demn your ſelves aud acquit them at one and the 

fame inſtant, But it falls out ordinarily, by the ren 

counter of a double blindnefs, that they who for ac 

char which is, imagine they ſee that which ia n. 

I will ſhew you by and by the truth of this 

tion in all things, but ſpeake firſt of thoſe w ich 

are more mani lt, 


- 
att. Mm 
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ou ſay we doe not worſhip the gods, 
for the weltare of the-Emperours offer 
crifices unto them. The one of th 


eing of all other, e ys, Ag And truly 
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judge 
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judgment I fay of our guilt or innocence'in this mary 
ter', that neither prejudice not injuſtice pronounce 
the ſentence :* not prejudice which upon all occaſi- 
ons retuſeth to heare, not- injuſtice which by all 
means refuſeth to allow of truth when ready to bee 
allcaged in our defence: Wie ſay then, we have de- 
ſiſted from honouring your gods, ſince the firſt time 
we knew them to bee no gods, That which to bee 
expected by you from us, is, wee prove thoſe you a- 
dore as gods, to bee no gods, and therefore unwor- 
thy the worſhip you render them: for it is true, ho- 
nour ſhould be due unto them, if they were true dei- 
ties; and Ghriſtians were puniſhable, if this title of 
a god appertained unto thoſe whom they refuſe to 
adore, for the opinion onely they conceive they are 
no gods. But you adde, they are your gods : in an- 
ſwer thereunto, we appeale from your words to your 
Conſciences: We are willing they both judge and 
condemn us, if it canbe maintained your gods ha ve 
not been men as well as your ſelves; if it be denied, 
we will convince it of falſhood, by the teſtimony of 
antiquĩtie, 'whichſhewes us the Cities where they 
were born, the Countries where they left Monuments 
of their actions, and places where they were buried. 
I ill not ſtay to ſpeake — of all particularly: 
there is too great a number of them, new, old, Bar 
batians, Greeks, Romans, Strangers, Captives, gods 
that ate particularly adored in each Province, thoſe 
that ate knowne in Greece and at Rome, males, and 
females, gods of Countries, and gods of Cities, Sea- 
faring and Warta ting gods, It were to loſe time 
to 
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this high Majeſtic :.. and I ſinde none unleſs wee ſay 
this chiefe God had need of their miniſtry where- 
with to exerciſc.his fuhfttohs more perfectly: But 
it's an injuring the Authour of all things, to thinke 
he needed the help of any one living; much leſſe 
fbeuld imploy/ to: ſo excellent gncndthe | 
deadimen; This wiſe providence, could: not hn 
fottico ſuchan a ouldibe inece 

forthe time to come and. in this ſorek nayvledge it 
had been more conncnient ſor him to af: 


ſiſtant to himſelte trom the v inning, then ſtay 

the: end oftheſt — — 
— — — 31 
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vernment thereof; he who gi ion to all o- 
ther things not be ĩ to himſelſe, as ex- 
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the beginning of time they believed not both raine 
to have ſallen from the Clouds, ſtarrs to ha ve darted 
out their beames fram Heaven, light to have ſhone, 


to be very if from 


Thunder to have made a poiſe, and Jupiter himſelſe 
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ing whom to ſay what I have heard and read, I find 
nothing at all but the names of certa ine men 
ſince dead, fabulous reports of what they did in their 
life time, and thereof c ed myſteries made ſa- 
cred to mock the commor-people withall. As for 
the Images you adore, that which ſcems to me moſt 
ridiculous, is, they are made of the ſame matter 
that other Veſſels , wherewith you are ordinarily 
ſerved: Cc rather of your moveable goods you make 
gods, by your conſecrating them, and thereby chan- 

ing the uſes whereunto at firſt ordained by rhe 
help of Art; alfo you give them another form; then 
what they had, and of the matter thereof compoſe 
figures which you call gods: which workes cannot 
without much abuſe and wronging the Divine Na- 
ture be done by you. 

From whence nevertheleſſe we that are Chriſti- 
ans may take occaſion of comforting our ſelves with 
reſpe& eo thoſe evills your gods cauſe us to ſuffer, 
ſeeing the ſame you make them endure before ob- 
raine from you the titles of gods. So wheras you tye 
Chriſtians to Croſſes and es of wood; have 
you any image that in making thereof hath not been 
frſt fixed to ſuch like ſtakes before compleated in- 
to ſuch a ſhape , as thought fic by you to be worſhip- 
ped in ? you hang us up as publick ſpectacles unto all 
men upon Gibbets, Is it not on a Gibbet that the 
Maſſe or body of thoſe things you call gods is ſet up 
before worſhipped by you You pearce our bodies 
with irons, and when forming yeur gods of wood, 
uſe you not the like violence with Sawes, Chiſſels, 

I a! 
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and ſuch like iron inſtruments upon each member of 
them alſo 7 You cut off our heads, and your gods 
have no heads till after faſtened by you to their bo- 
dies, with Soder, Ciment, and Ir Cramps | 
You expoſe us to the rage of wild z and are 
they not ſuch beaſts you make to keepe company 
with, Bacchw , Cybele and Ceres, men carving. or pains 
ting them there with? You throw us into the flames; 
and have not your gods beene tryed. there with when 
of a ſnapeleſſe matter, the Smiths hand formed them 
into a Comelier figure out of the fire? youcondemn 
us to worke in mines, and is it not from thence your 
Gods made of ſilver and gold fetch their originall > 
you confine us to Iſlands, and have not ſome of your 
ds taken their birth, and others their death there? 
fany divinity in theſe things, it will follow, men 
conſecrate theſe they puniſh, and that puniſhments 
are imbraced inſtcad of gods. But in truth your gods 
neither know the outrages men do unto them, when 
they work upon their Statues, nor the honours they 
render them when adore and preſent ſacrifices to 
them. ; J 
Moſt vile and prophane Wretches, that ſpeak af- 
ter this ſort, that dare utter ſuch blaſphemous words 
(ſay you of us) in reproach of our gods, bee as a 
1 fume with rage as long as you liſt, whatever ſay, 


. 


you are they that have approved the workes of Sexe- 
ca, though inveighing more cagerly though penn d 
with much more vehemence againſt this your ſuper- 
ſtirion, Then if wee doe not adore Statues and Fi 4 
gures, which ara as cold as the dead bodies they re- 


$ preſent, 
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prefent, and whereoFthe beafts know their inſenfi- 
bilicy ; our reſolution chat proceeds but from the 
light of truth, which coming to inlighten our minds, 
makes us renounce yourerrour. Is It not worthy ra- 
ther of praiſes, then of the torments wee fulffer 2 
Is it poſſible we can offend them whom wee Fnow 

very well char they are not > That which is not, ſuf- 

fereth no manner of injury from any body, becauſe 


it is not. | 


CHAP, XIIL 
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* you ſay the gods we offend are your gods; 


if it be ſo, from whence comes it, that by yous 
# ations. you ſhew your ſelves impious and ſa- 
crilegious towards them. I will maintaine it you 
undervalue thoſe whom you take to bee your gods, 
you overthrow their Altars at the ſame time you are 
thought to reverence them, and detract from the 
lory thereof when you would appeare to be ſo zea- 
— Examine what follows, and ſee whether Iſay 
the truth, . | 
Is it not ſo that ſome among you adore certaine ' 
gods which others adore not? you cannot deny but 
you wrong thoſe gods whom you render no honour 
to: the preferring of ſame gods neceſſarily implieth 
the neglect of others, becauſe when of to things we 
chuſe one, it's certaine we dei that we ch hoe 
5 2 
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and conſequently neglect the ſame. So you deſpiſe 
the gods you know gt, and teſtific you feare not to 
offend them, in denying them the worſhip where- 
with you honour other. Deities. | 

But (as we have touched upon before) the condi- 
tion of each of your gods, depends upon the appro 
bation of men. Hee is not a god whom your Se- 
nate, while not approving of, refuſeth to one as 
GG | 

As for your domeſtick gods ( ſtiled of you by the 
names of Lares) you diſpoſe of them even as of your 
other houſhold or domeſtick goods, pawning, ſelling, 

and changing them upon all occa fions, as your ſelvs 
liſt :\of a Saturn, and Minerva you make goods for 
your Kitchin , when theſe Images are ſpoyled and 
broke with old age, in having too long time recei- 
ved divine honors : or elſe if you find yourſelves in- 
commodated in your affaires, you make moneyof 
them to help the neceſſity wherwith you are preſſed, 
in which you finde more holineſs, then in your gods, 
ſceing you preſirre it before the worſhip you render 
them. . | 

You uſe the gods of the publick ne better, then 
thoſe private Lares made uſe of. You imploy the 
authority of juſtice to proſtitute them; you put 
them into the Book of the publique revenew , . and 
let them out to thoſe that offer moſt for them, even 
as you are wont to farme thoſe incomes that are rai- 
ſed in the Capitol and Market, A Crier publiſheth 
the prices of a Deitie, and in pronouncing what you. 
judge it to bee worth doth it ſolemnly, and in the 
EO A | ſame 
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ſame forme as all other things prized by you; a 
Treaſurer keeps Regiſters of the price of the Farme 
of a god, as of the price of all other farmes. It ſeems 
Land charged with tribute is of lefle value, then 
Land not ſubject to any duty; a man that is impo- 
ſed to a perſonall tax, is not noble, as a man that is 
. exempted from it; for theſe charges are mirkes of 
ö ſervitude. | | 
Contrarily , among the gods thoſe which pay a 
reater tribute are not moſt to be adoted, but rather 
thoſe to whom men have the moſt devotion, render 
a greater tribute thenothers. They make a fhame- 
full commerce of the Majeſty of the gods: they car- 
ry their Images even into Ale-houſes, that ram; — 
may beg an Alms there: they take —_—_ their 
entrance into the Temple, & for the place they occu- 
py there: one cannot make uſe of the gods freely, 
and their myſteries are not exempted from ſale alſo. 
But what doe you in honour ing them, you doe not 
alſo practice in celebrating the memory of dead men 
you erect Temples and Altars both to the one; and 
the other, their Statues have the ſame Ornaments; 
You dreſs up thoſe for men according tothe diver- 
ſitie of their age and condition: you obſerve the 
ſame thing of the gods. 
What difference is there between the Feaſt made 
in honour of Jupiter, and Feaſts of the Funerals of the 
dead 2 between the Veſlels out of which they ppwte 
Wine in ſacrifices , and thoſe they uſually offerto 
the ſhades of the dead? between the Augure, and he 
that hath the tharge of che Graves? For hee doth 
* 4 I 5 the 
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the Office of an Augie, in Funeräll Ceremonits, 
yet we muſt Peg ILY you juftly place your Em- 
perours after dead in the number of the gods, ſeeing + 
whileft chey lived you conferred this Hohout upon 
them. Your gods are obliged to you, and they ou 

to thank you, becaule of their Maſters you make 
chem their equalls: But whereas you attribute di- 
vine honour unto Larentina a Common Whore, 1 
wolild rather adviſe you to worſhip among your Zu 
10 6, Ceres, and Diana's ; Lats or Phryne after the ſame 
manner, You erect a Statue to Simon Magus, with 
this Inſcription, This is the Statue of a Deity. - You 
make a Deity of IR now not whom, ofone that hath 
been bred with infamous education, and proſtrated 
to the lewdeft pleaſures, even thoſe which Nature 
her ſelfe abhorres; albeit. your gods of old (being of 
the ſame ftamp) were no bettet then ſuch , yet they 
take themſelves nevertheleſs to be fouly reproached 
by you when uſing libertie ro wotſhip the aforeſaid 
men and women with what ever divine rites your 
ſelves liſt, you give the ſame honour to others of la- 
ter edit ĩqu, which was wont anciently to be aſcribed 
onely unto themſelves. | 
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| Will now {a ſomchiog of the rites and ceremo- 


nies of your Religion; not inſiſting much on the 
. aS condition of your ſacrifices, — 2 * 
offer 
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offer are the oldeſt and worſt you can find: when 
your lacrifices are fat and well fed you keep the heſt 
of the, ; and fer to your gods, onely ynprofirable 
peeces cut off from {evcrallparts, And accuſtomed 
robe given h yau ic your hayſeaco ſervants or dogs, 
Even, as of the tenth part ot your goods vowed by 
you ro, Hercules, you preſent him bur with a third on 


ers. 9441 aul 412 418 
Imagine not that Lblame you at all for this con 
trarily its an aide wiſdome mee thinkes to ket 
rt of what would be ingirely loſt. Bur chat which 
thinke ſtrange. is this, the Fermbereininiraged 
in worldly prudence, md, hence you dran 
the knowledga of all, duxies touching a civill lite, 
are they not filled with impertinent and ridiculous 
tales concerning your Gods. In thoſe bookes its te- 
ported that the gods have fought, one with another, 
as the Gladiators in favour of the Trojans or Greekes : 
that Yeaw was hurt with the ſhaft, of an Arrow , 
drawne by the hand of a man, when ſhe would have 
pulled her ſon <AEzeas from Diomedes who had al- 
moſt kil'd her. That Aars r 1 8 irty months 
in irons wherewith al. That Jupiter by the 
help of a certaine monſter was ſaved from the | 
= ence the other gods would have made him ſuf- 
r. ( 
Sometimes they preſent him, ee fog 


the death of Sarpedon , ſometimes they figure him in 
the infamous embraces ot his ſiſter, teſling him ot 
bis adventures and aſſuring him that the love hee 
bote towards his miſtreſſes was eee 
that 
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that of theirs to him. After all, who is hee amo 
your Poets, to flatrer ſome Prince, invents not ſome 
unworthy thing of your gods ? One will have Apollo 
employed in feeding the cattle of King eAdmetw 3 
Another ſpeakes of Neptunt as of a wy we re- 
commended to Liomeden to build the City of Troy. 
There is Lyrike Poet (Piadam by name) who 
writes that culapiu was firucke with thunder, 
for abufing hi nowledge of Phyſicke, by coverauſly A 
making uſe thefeof, to hurt rather then reſtore men 
unto their healrhs ; wherein Japiter was too blame, 
if Jupiter it be that hath command of the Thunder- 
bolts, for ſhewing ſuch cruelty towards his granchild, 
ſuch envy towards the Author of ſo excellent and 
uſefull a ſcience. But truly cheſe things are of ſuch a 
condition that men who would bee thought Religi- 
ons ſhould neither relate them if they were nor true, 
nor invent them if they were falſe. Tragicte and 
Comicke Poets are not moro reſpectfull of your gods: 
in regard that uſually, when mak ing mention of 
them in their interludes they ſpare hor to ſpeake of 
their diſorders, I will ſay. nothing of your Philoſo- 
phers. Socrates may ſuffice for all, who in derifion 
to your falſe Gods, calls an Oak, a Buck, and a Dog, 
for witneſſes of the oathes hee made. But Socrates 
ſay you was condemned, becauſe hee undervallued, 
and conſequently put a blurre upon the worſhip of 
your gods. Ianfwer, truth hath beene in all times 
the object of the hatred of men. Yer the Athenians 
repented ot the judgement they gave againſt him : 
2 , and placed in 
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. bo created of nothing a os 
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he e bodies, and ſpirits therein are com- 
bythe authori ai word 457 the admi- 
rder which his lo hath eſtabliſhed, and 
er qe of his inſinite power, hath produced this 
| worke to hee a worthy image of his great- 
Im whence it comes the Greekes have gi- 
a name which ſignifies ornament.” This God 
to * ſeene, dene inviſible : 
every where, incom- 
d to humane ſence, yet 
h a God, therefore 15 hee 
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i me to come, diſcovem in an i 
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, the events, ad roſe the 
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= CHAP. XX1. 

Have told our Religion is on 
ancient n — 3 that is to lay, on on che Books 
eligion of the Jews : yer becauſe there ate 
ng you know it tobe much newer — 
N 23 5 
e our ZELVES,, It umports ain 
my ſelte mort 7 on this fabpeck ; | li 
nor be accuſed ol. covering our owne 
1 of a moſt famous Religion, and 


112 rmitted. Ve 

3 away e that ly not a 
that — 4 Wigald from Jews by che rim 
and Pang ys our inſtirution, but lſo for that — 
is a difference betweene 8 ies and ours, 
that wee forbid not as W $1 e ule ef certaine 
meats, nor folemnize thei . — uſe circumciſi · 
on, and in the end \earry x the Je me - which 
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are ayguments you hold iriſailible, ro prove you doe 
not ſerve one Gl. x ago vi 
Bat that Which helps to confirm y- in the pia: 
ons you have of us, 15, chat you 0k Ow , 
the meaneſt of 1 "thar 
Man, that as ſo hee was 


which carries yo eaſily to this per that v 
worſbip a Man, and not the God of the Jenes. Buy. 
the behaviour this ungratefull le have uſed to 
our Maſter, doth not make us comrarily it 


is a glory to us to paſſe for his children, and to 
perſecuted for his name, ald thè Honour we beare 
to him derogateth not from that wee o to God, 
neither have wee any other opinion of the Godhead 
then the Jewes: eherne * 8 bn 


Iam therefore cblige p AM ching: 
ns Chriſt, and to ſhew hee is rhe true God. The 
wiſh wan oche OR appi 8 
the only beloved people of Ged. They receive 
this faypur becauſe of the wonderfull piety.,, — > 
violable faith of their ancient Wall and there- 
fore was their race ſtill raiſed to that admirable 
greatneſs, their condition cathe to à power that 
made it ſo flouriſhing, and their feliciry ſo perfect, 
that God communicated hituſelſe to them, and with 
his own mouth tangh them to honour him alwayes, 
and not to offend him. But they had too much con- 
fidence in the merit of their Anceſtors ; that which 
_ ud Weg 1 9 5 to * 2 ol the 
ivine e them forget their duty: they 
finned againſt God, and by a firange blindneß, 1925 
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baniſhed -fromitheir- 

aire they breathed at their birth ; 
„ witheut having eicher man, or God 
15 in concluſion, their condition is ſo 
en it is not permirted them to ſet ſo 
much as their ſoot, or caſt their eyes on their natu- 


2 or a0 paſſe thiicher-as ſtrangers. The 


holy $ thatabrearnedthem with'theſe evils, 
are — that foretold them that in the 
laſt cim 3 wor ſervants faithfuller then 
they, » ke to himſclfs in all Na- 


World; and on whom 
TIED — tow then thoſe 
reqes 8 © the mexit ofthe 
Nele, which Mould xome to publnh the Law 
oi be would we then. bit 

;the:dlefbab ab wich God Had oidained 
10 end one an; 10 'the Law of the 
Jones co diſcover abe uch oftheſe/fignres; and ro 
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„and Doctor 
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which he beares makes hitn aſhamed: His nera- 
tion is not deſiled with the inceſt 2 

Siſter , neither of a gods unchaſt imbraces With» a 


Maid or married woman : His Father not a 5 
guiſcd under the forme of a? t, Bull; 
golden ſnowre, as of y god Joie it bs 
reported. 155 

Beſides, the Son of God hom wee 9 


true hath a Mather; but not a Mother 40 with 
the leaſt. impurity, ſhe to whom thebirth of — $a 
hath given the name of Mother, being fill a Vi 
without carnall knowledge of any mag. But mne 
you comprehend how the Som of God is born, I muſk 
diſcover to you what his ſubſtance is. 1 alrea- 
dy declared, that God created t rſh 
power of his word , the operation 
and the vertue of his power. 
The ancient Wiſe men alſo were of 90 
that the word and wiſedome, which they — of 
one onely word , that is to ſay', the word, did 
make the World. Zezonſaith , this word is the 
Authour of that order; and admirable diſpoſition ve 
ſee in nature; alſo that the ſame that is called De- 
ſtiny is God, the mind of Japiter, and neceſſity of all 
things. Cleanthes makes a ſpirit that goes into all the 
of this Univerſe. As forus, as wee ſay God 
bach made all things by his word, wiſedome, and 
vertue, wee attribute to the word, wiledome, and 
vertue of God, a Spirit chat is their r ſubſtance, 
and which is. the word to com wiſdom to 
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Apolagee,. e Deftnce of lbe Cbriſtiant. 89 
three dayes hee would riſe n he grave, and tri 
umph over death. Manne 
But the third day being rome, the earth hooke ; 
on a ſudden , the ftone that ſhut the mouth of the 
Sepulchre was overturned, the Souldiers aſtoniſhed, 
Ce nes Oo 
us t t be a ta 
awey dach. which — found, there — 
ned nothing in the grave, but tſie linnen where with 
he was wrapt. Yet notwithſtanding the High Prieſts 
—— thüs brnit, that che body pf Jeſits ſas wes taken 
why by his — 4 rea — 
ht turne a way 
trine, otherwiſe rot 
y rhey had ver the 


„AA br of ol 11 It FRA 
Their denden, abuſes yt We js ion 
1 of tome for Jeſus wh 
e 9Fiftcqur; eſus Chr 
not za cha Pop., becauſe hee Would H 
ch 2 —ů— . rol 5 
t in ore thei his 
body, 0d ae beg the — To 
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3 throughout all the — a cloud i ike 
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go - TERTRWLLIANS 
roned him, where with  reccived'up to Heaven, a 
truth far more certain then any humane teſtimonies, 
given of your Procalis touching bis feeing a Romalu, 
or other ot your Prexces mounting up into the ſame 
lace. | a 
F Pilate, who in his heart believed in Jefus'Chrift; 
at the ſame time-wrore all this Hiſtory tothe Emp 
rour Tiberius, whereupon the Ceſars themſelves Had 
worſhipped our Maſter, if their government in fo 
doing had been conſiſtent withthe men ofthis world, 
and Chriſtians permitted to have, beene falurtd C- 
ſes. The Dvſciples of Jeſus, following, the order hee 
bad given them, went over all parts of the Knowne 
world to publub the Law of che Goſpel : But the 
Jewes, their declared Enemies, made them indure 
nad are, which they ſuffeced — ly, 
bec N r preach- 
ing the truth. In the end, theſe Infidel —— 
1 of the cruclty of Nero, cauſed che bloud of 
the inhumanly to be heckt 
But remember when wer told you of the gods you 
worſhip, we ſaid we would produce them Axt wit- 
neſſes of the Godhead: of «Chriſt, E it not 


we ſhould ĩmploy them whos you -withold 
Saadet to make — the Do- 


&rine of Chriſtians ? yet you ſhalt ſex by and by, 
that your gods beare witneſs, in favour ofoùr Neli- 
on, againſt your Idolatry. This wee ſhall tell 
hen come to det — —jñ 
myſtery of our inſtitution; then you ſhall know 
both the ocaginall of o Religion, rhe wart, qd 
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the Author thereof. Let none therefore object to us 
any more —— —— ofinfamy 2 _ 

more conceive opinions of our lives, 
- muſt needs belleve I 


and N dro 1250 5 God- 


. — 5 


—.— — wh 
you make uſa oi — deny it en we are 


torne in pircus and covered with our blond, weery 
* a5 far as our voices will extend, wer 
— you will JefusCh 
Icis and in him neyerche- 
— veto e 2 
eng, wer & the ve not t 
learp'd — God on earth by Mie, „ a man 
wan — —— them to — e 
e made 268 man, to w ? 
as for the Greeks, were not hop at Inftructed 
them in their ſuperſtitions? to wit, — on the 
mountain of Pier, aſeu at Athens, Meleampm at 
Argos, and Trophonnu in Beotis, Then if 1 ſhouldcaſt 
mie ey upon you, who are the Maſters of all the 
world, do I not finde it was a man, a Nama Pomprline, 
N 3 


that 
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that put upon you Religiou ſo full of ridiculous! 
myſtcriss , ang rquhlemr-xcremonies+ way 
ſhould, ir. not be permitted, Jeſus Chiſt alſo to d 
clare his Divinuy,he ta vhm only the-Divinity ap- 
pertained, and ia make himſelſe acknowledged for 
tbe 8 *. — Eareh B. He ougti nt to be 
ſuſpected fer an] ra ra, for hen /s not 
reg „d Ahe wilde Ipi- 
s of del * — hog eee 
R W 9 ut by the number 
1 wh em 6ddrefs\d ins! 
1 & pertecly A inche piu- 
dence ra the world and yet wi their wifedome,' 
1 wer ings 6s concerning _— Ne came foe 
ten and ate to them. new 
hgh loforme your ſelves vrhethet thaGudhratof 
Jeſs Chriſt be che cruo Godhead weoughtto wor- 
eder it change; their manners: that be- 
liebe it, and makes them become beter then they 
were, all the pther Deities muſt bee condemned as 


falſe, and Prjncipan'y that which is uudeb the: names 
2 Images of dead men, che artifice of certaine 
uppoſed ſignes, of the, miracles they countertet; and 


— — ull Oracles they render, paſſe fork ttue 
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Ditch, to bee teſti ing / One may 
learn ſrom the hol Sexi — 
— 1 e it regula l/ 4 their oil 
ſy their ſuaonener 20 hecoorrapeed,, came the; 
race of che Dively,aages much manacqtupteu then 
theſe. eyill: Angels tom hence they drdwaheir ori- 
gina, and that Gud hath candemoed{with them, 
aud their Htince, thoſe of rr come ftom ſpea 
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king of, Wherefore it ſufficerh that wee now treat q 
ok the point that concerneth the operations of theſe f 
ſpicits, {X44 HO 


They worke on men but to deſtroy them; the g 
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them the facoky ot laying! bold of the do ſubltars: 
ces that ol man.. wilov' Cl 2! 3 ah; | 
The pawer with which theſe ſpirite operate is ad- 
mirable, one may very woll know their aten but 
the manner of their falls not under the | 
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organ of rheſenfes, As-whett there ha any —— | 
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paſſions, and ſlide therein an infinite number of ers: 
rours, - Ot theſe errours this is the principal, - chat, 
after they ous, & wrapcthem up — 

i 


THETA SETS 


| ons TE 44 it is all one —— 


- — 


Apologie, ov Defence of the Chriftians, = 5 
2 alluſions, they recommend them to the wor» 

5 cer ods, and oblige them to o- 
fer 27 


heir Idols, chat they may be fed with 
the 0Jour of "| che Keri lacrifices, and the blond of theſe 


beaſts which; is their moſt. agreeable nouriſhmene, 
ors ey he lar wa y.caſte with more plea- 


ſure th Wplarry: ol, man, when by the wiles 
e they ſeduce them, and turne 
de rk; hes from the object of the true 
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3 whom joe ann 
were the names 


tid becauſe! thaſe brands -withque.doubr bee 


cheir Sovcraignes, and they would fearg to offend, - 


che / majeſtic of. them whoſe: power: they: ſhould 
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. then: char ihe Heitie you bonour i is 


not a Deĩtie uſe, if it ere, the Divels would 
— — themſelues, and the gods would 
not diſa voice ſecing bach the pne and the other 
ooncur in achio en truth, that thoſo the 
world ack art none, uſt con- 
fefs then they are Duck; and th you muſt 
teſolve to ſetk Deities ſomewhere elſe, you 
now . condition of ahem you ta for 
111 / Sti: nr 4 
Pe by ont meancs your goss alte. & to 
von they ate n gods, and that all che other to whom 
men erect. Altars, are none in like manner; but this 
"ae the ſume time they nale you know o the true 
Godiggif ir beſthis only God thatome that are Chri- 
ſtians wurſhips if w muſt believe d him what the 
Chriſtians believe, if 2 hos vm their 
Lawes ordaine,-:: When yon your: gods in 
the name of. Jeſus C 2huift;, Jos a on chat 
Jeſus ENS doe they call tho — life 
a Fable 7 doe thy ſay hee is a man ol 
dition' as other men? that her Wasa — 
that, afrer dend, his Diſciples |: tooke: a 


to bee Divels, 
ould not bee ſo 
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Apologre,or Defence of the Chriſfiam. 101 
and that he is now in Hell? ſay they not rather hee 
is in Heaven? that hee muſt diſcend to the terrour 
of all the world? with horrqur to the Univerſe? 
with the lamentation of all men but Chriſtians ? and 
that hee ſhall come dawne on the earth full of * 
ſtie, as the vertue of God , the ſpirit of God „ the 
Word, Wiſdome, Reaſon, and Son of God your 
R doe as you doe, deride all theſe dings, 
enie all the ſouls that liv d ſince the ie 2 | 
world: ſhould take their bodies againe; that Jeſus- 
Chriſt muſt judge them; they ſhould ſay it belong 
to Radamanthus and Migos., according tothe opinion 
of Plato, and the Poetszat leaſt t ol diſcharge 
themſelves of the ſhame of this fin , and infamy of 
their condemnation, not avawing they are ſpirits of 
corruption, although it ſufficiently enough appeares 
by the condition of 8 they Fey ons the 
blaud, ſmagke. , ſtinking ſacrifices of beaſts, and im- 
pure zongues of their Divines that they art ſo; and 
in 15 0 5 not coy N are We, COT 
ned to the pains of Hell, cxpeRing the unive 
judgement, where they ſhall receive the juſt xecoms 
pence of their wickedneſs, with all them that have 
ſinned as they ; and worſhipped them. Now all the 
power we have of them, is the name of Jeſus Chrift 
who gives it us, itis the threataing we give them of 
the evils God.is reaqie to powre on theit᷑ heads, and 


* 
a 


which one day Jeſus Chriſt muſt declare to them. 
As they feare Jeſus Chriſt in God, and God in Jeſus 
Chriſt, they are under „ of the ſervants 


of S, and of Jeſus C 


: ſo by the ontfy touch 
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feized wi ich teare art 
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four hende und bs our Mo ths * the Divel 
Wee! th fonts that en- 
e Obe y ts, to come out of the 


bodies they poſſeſs; i in diſpite 5 them, and with mur- 


muring, to ſuffer this ſhame vur preſence. Jou 
that are wont to believe them hen they lie, believe 
chem when they ſpeake oB+hemſeves, No body 
I tell u lie to get ſhame by it, but racher to gaine 
ur ; ohe will ſooner beleve them that confeſle 
their oyrne intereſt, chen thoſe that degie to 
Theſe Teſtimonies which we have 
6 your Coda make men cobee ſtians;; for wee 
cannot * 4 full beleeſe to what they ſay, 'withoiſt 
believing in Jeſus Chriſt our maſter. Your gods 
Kindle in our hearts the faith which the Holy Scrip- 
ture teacheth us; they ſtrengthen Our hope , and 
confirme us in the aſſurance Rb 1 A of our ſalvati- 
on. As fox you, to honour t offer them alſo 
che blood uf Chritians ; and if it were permitted 


then to lie when Chriſtians interrogate them ,and 
labour to make you know rhe truth 2 conteſ. 
ſion, they would take ec of as der 


errours to you, as well for keeping the ph 

have of chem, and the honors you render t en 
the feare they might have that in becomming yout 
felves Chriſtians, you drive them awiy as wee doe 
m che bodys chey damen ach ſo much rage. 
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— when hee wrie , that great 2 is in 
eaven accompanied wich an army of Gods and 
Divels, You may ſay, we muſt — the officres 
and Livetenants of a — even as the Prince 
whole majeſty they refent. Buri demand of you, 
what crime commits hee who regards none but 5 2 
Prince, hopes not but in his Grow, and = 
vone but him >whar outrage commits h e 
Godhegdhybar givers got the name of G — the 
Prinee o Heaven ? ſecing in the world they give 
the. . E but to the Soveraigne , and 
that it ĩs a itall T . lawes , to 
call, or ſuffer to her called with this title any other, 

= the maſter of the RT But let one worſhip 
N Jupiter, let one in ſaying his prayers 
to kjcayen,. another put them on 

— Ph ol faith ; let one, if you wil, number the 
the £ one vow his ſoule to his 


clouds, another 
Hod, another offer him chat of a goat. But you 


ought to take heed that this bee nota k inde 
of impiety; to take from men the liberty of ſerving 


| fon after their owne manner, to hinder them from 


making choice of a deity, and force them ſo in that 
— mould depend upon the will, that it ſhould 
nat bee permitted them to worſhip the God they 
would, and bee forced to worſhip him they would 


Dt. N 
Eno wee not very well that neither the gods, nor 


men, demand any en A t rvieS: and 
this is the rea ſon uffer the vaine ſuperſticions 


of 
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of the Egyptians, who by a ſtrange blindnefſe conſe- 


crate Birds and Beaſts, and condemne to death them 
that have killed one of theſe gods.. Moreover every 
province, and citty hath his particular God, Syria the 
God Aſtartes; Arabia the God Dyſares ; Bavaria , Bele- 
m Affrica"the goddeſſe Celeftis z Aauritania their 


be provinces I have named; me thinkes, are ſub- 
jet to the Roman Empire , and yet I have not na- 
med among the Gods that are there worſhipped any 
of the gods of the Romans; in effect the gods that 
are honoured in theſe countries, are as little known 
at Rome, as thoſe that are worſhipt in the Cities of 
Italy, as the God Belventi ms of Monte rotondo, Viſidia- 
mu Of Narni, the Goddeſſe Ancaria of Aſcoli, Nurſa of 
Vulſina, VHulentia ot Ocricoly, Nortia of Sutry , and Fane 
of tonte aſ ani, who is cald upon there, becauſe 
there ſhe was born, and to whom the inhabitants of 
the place gave it the name of het father, : There are 
none but we to whomit.is forbid to have a Religion 
a part. 15 
Wos offend the Romans, becauſe not ſerve the 
God of the Romans, and are unworthy the names 
of Romans. But we have this advantage, that God 
is the God ot all men, and that we ate all his, whe- 
ther we will or no. As for you, it is permitted you 
to worſhip all ſorts of gods, excepting the true Cod; 
as if the ſame were not by way ol eminence, the God 
oll us all, ſeeing we all are his. | f 
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'N my opinion I have ſufficiently proved, hat 
L. falſe, and what the true Divinity is, ſeeing 
have drawne my proots, not — — 5 
ments which reaſoning produceth, but alſo from the 
ſole teſtimony of thoſe you acknowledge to be gods 
ſo that I have largely given ſatisſaction (as I thinky 
in this point. But hecauſe in this place, an occaſion 
is preſented to ſpęake of the name \Remans, I will 
not avoid rhe combat that ſome oblige me.to under- 
take, againſt the opinion that hath ſeired on their 
mindes, and makes them ſay, the R obtained 
the Empire ot all che world, and his greameſs 
whereto wee ſee them arrived, by their pictit, and 
deſerved to bee: Maſters of all the Nations of the 
Earth, by the reverence carried by them co the my- 
ſteries of the religion of the gods, the gods having 
rendred them flouriſhing beyond all otfier honours, 
becauſe the Romans ſurpaſs all other in devotion. 
There is 22 —— tke —— this 
Recompence from the origiuall of Rome, in ac- 
— of the RE rendred 
| unto thoſe gods; for example, the gods'Steyrulw, Mu- 
tun, and Larentina, Who. inlarged the bounds of 
their domination. For I doe not thinke the other 
gods had more inclination to a ſtrange Nation, then 
to their owne Countrey, or that they would hare 
ſubjefted 


Bow 1 


» Un, oF 
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"Apalogre, or Defenee of the Chriftians, 
neee a people ſo far remote fron their cr Coe 


refs 0 e Land where they were borne, where 


brought up; where they acquired ſ much 
— in their lite time, orwherefnaliyakes their 
death they bad buriall ven to their bodies. = 

will-r will not diGrow che afteRtion ſhe:bore to rhe 
of kame to be producedfrom that ſhe carried to 2 
neus, hecauſe hee was of her Countrey; ſhee defen- 
ded him againſt the Armies of cheGreeks _ 
the City where ſhe ſtill ſees the blouũ 
and progeny of that Prince, Without donde; ph 
reſolved to favour the Romans, 'ſhee foreſa they 
would revenge it, and pur Greece in fervitude, 
which had ruined the Empire of Tro 4 

Certainly, ſhee hath cauſed it to bee ſeene in dut 
time, that it was witha great deale of reaſon the Ci- 
ty of Rome delayed to ive unto him Divine ho- 
nours; for Marcw Aurelius having ended _— 
at Sirmion, the ſeventeenthef March, the chiefeſt 
Prieſt of that goddeſſe, this  vederable chiefeof the 
Evnuches , che. foure of che ſame 


Month of March eh „ with rhooretur andintpuityeE 
the bloud he ſpiltand which came the wounds 
hee made hr $'body., rendred: his vomes ; a hee 


was wont eee eee 
he. was Oſleepic Sourtiars l. neui du Aiſ- 
patcherngh d AbTNing tbatb ry eli 


not 3 — ſoonex With Durs - death 


truly C make deriſion 


Chrifuaos pculd 
at {ut ch a * But bat it beene in the power 
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of Jupiter to diſpoſe (as he thought good)of the Em- 
pire of the world, would he have ſuffered the power: 
of the Romans to put his Iſle of Creet inſubjection? 
Would you think, the remembrance of the cave of 


Mount Ida, with the noiſe the Corghantes made, in 


beating on their head attires, and playing on their 
cymballs to hinder thoſe childiſh cries from difco- 


vering him: again, the acceptable ſmel of the breath 


of his nurſe, ſhould not obliege him rather to op- 
— himſelfe againſt this conqueſt 2 would hee not 
ave preferred the place of his burial before all the 


eatneſſe of the Capitol? would hee not rather 


ave enclined to have rayſed up above all the coan- 
tries of the earth, that which encloſed his aſhes? 
would Juno have taken it well that Carthage, which 
ſhe preferred before Samos, ſhould be overcome and 


deſtroyed, even by the race of e£&xeas , if I bee not 


deceived! 
Hic illi Arma, 
Hic currus fuit; loc reg num dea gentibw eſſe, 
Si qua fata ſinant, jam tum tendetque fovetque. 
Engliſhed thus by Fobzz Oꝑlit out of Virgil. 


—— Hereber Arms, and here 


Her Charriot mas: that this Earth ſmay ſhould beare © 


Faces permit) ſhe foſters and intends, 


This unfortunate” ſiſter and wite of Jupiter had 
not the credit of ing the decrees of Ruy, 


F at ſtat Jupiter eſſe,” ' 


rue, was Jupiter bimſelfe conforme. ' 
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And yer the Romans have not done them ſo much 
honour, although they pur Carthage under their 
power, 2 the deſigne aud deſires of Juno, as to 
an unchaſt whore, and à villanous and an infamous. 
Lurentine; now of all the gods you honour, its cer 
raine there are many of them that have xaigned in - 
the world; if they had now the power togide Em- 
pires and kingdomes, whilſt they wert ,and- 
commanded men, of whom received thay their au- 
thority? what gods have beene worſhipped by $-- 
turn and by Japiter ? it may be twas ſome Stercalu, to 
whom they gave immortallity becauſe he firſt found. 
out the invention of dunging the earth, but hee li- 
ved fince their death with the people that inhabited. 
the territory of Rome, If any of your gods have nor, 
had the Soveraigne power heere below, in their 
time, thete were Kings that rendred them not as yer, 
Divine honours, becauſe they were not as yet ac- 
knowledged for gods; from whence it followes that 
it belongs to others then ro them 5 kingdomes, 


becauſe there were kings eſtabl a long time be- 
fore they conſecra ted theſe deities, 
But ſee how ridiculous a thing it is to attribute 


the greatneſſe of dt edge , the 2 of their 
iety and care had of Religion, ſeeing the ir Religion. 
— much more pompous: and coſtly — — 
eftare grew powerfull, and their dominion enlarged... 
For although Nams was author of all your ſuperſti- 


tions myſteries , yet in his time the Romans terved, 
their gods without Images and Temples, their Reli- 
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ligion being then void of all coſilineſſe and oftenty- 
tion; their ceremonies then neither rich, nor 
niſicent, wee ſaw not as then Capitolls raiſed up to 
Heaven, but onely altars of turfe made in haſt, as ſer- 
ved occaſion and upon neceſſity: the veſſels far their 
ſacrifices were as then but of earth, from whence 
ified the odor of all the bloud of the beaſts 
ſacrificed. .Engraven, repreſentations 
then no where appeared, For the Greeks 
rho firſt invented the art of making 
carved im to the gods were, n ot as then 
ſpred in the City of Rome. Its true therefore the 
Romans we re powerfull before they were Religious, 


neither was it their picty that was the cauſe of their 


greatneſſe a 
For, how ſhould the care of Religion become 
reat to them, who owe their greatneſs to impietie 
and facriledge ? for if I bee not deceiyed, Kingdomes 
and Empires are eſtabliſhed by diſorders of war, and 
- increaſe by victories. Wars and victories ordinarily 
produce the taking and ruine of Cities Which 
things cannot bee. done without oſtending the gods: 

. Fury at che: ſame time indifferent — 4 che 
walls of Femples and Cities, ſlaughters involving 
Prieſts and Citizens without diſtinction, and the 
Souldier eager for his prey, ſparing no more ſacred 
things, then prophanc. In rich regard the Rm 
committed as many ſacr iladges/, as they obtained 
conqueſts ; triumphed as aftenayer thai gods as o- 
ver men; all- Images ofaſtranga and captive gods, 
jet in your Temples, remaine as ſo many A” 
en 
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ken from people overcome by you, aud theſt.gods 
ſuffer ther el etemĩes roworſhip them, eigen * 
pode our; — — 
ther then recom or that ſore 
their regions flarreries, pn 
But as it's 1 to honour: theſr gods chat 

have neither ſenſe, nor knowledge, ſo it's as little 
dangerous to offend them. Certet t emits 
not to believe, that this le who 
creaſed Religion by fcandelizing ic 
lized Religion in labouring for its 
get this great power to which arri 
rence barne by them to divine thi 
otherwiſe in lixe manner, to be be 
Nations, whoſe Countries conduced in their being 
conquered by them; unto the Roman greatneſs, before 
laſing their Countreys , ſhould bee deſuutute of all 
manger of es, 


—=r_ 


— 


Eturne then into your ſelves, 2 examine if 
R. bee not mare likely that it's hee diſtrib utes 

Kingdoces; he to whom the World belongs 

which Kings governe,and whom Kings = may n, 

who command on — —2 that ĩt s hee ach 

ordained the chavgy Emperouts in the ſequeſl of 


times; and tourfe of wo, , whowns beſo ol times, 
and Who from times hath 


compoſed the ages, that 
rayſeth 
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raiſeth up eſtates, and makes them fall from their 
tneſs, whom men have acknowledged for their 
thour before they had eſtabliſhed among them a- 


Prieſts. Medes before that of the fiſteene men, 
whom, pougpropounded to conſult on the Sybils 
Bookes, Thi Ee yptians, eAfiyrians, and Am- 
zones poſſeſſed great Empires before we heard [peak 


of the Salient, Lmpercals, and Yeftall Virgins. 
After all, it the gods of the Romans diſpoſed of 
Kingdomes, the Jewiſh Nation who alwaies negle- 
geck theſe kindes o Meities, had never formed an 
Eſtate powerfull as it hath done: they abhorred 
your Idolatry, and on the contrary, you have ſacrifi- 
ced oblations to their god, you have preſented gifts 
to his Temple, you have lived in alliance with them 
along time, and they had never fallen under your 
power, if they had nor offended their God by the 
unworthy treating they uſed to Jeſus Chriſt, 
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well of the crime of high treaſon, when we 
ities, becaule wee 
ſhew 


M. thinks we have purged our ſelves very 
ſay we offend not your 
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(how, FEY: ac deitties, Thegtore When wes 457 


xbars Preſeh chem {acrifices, wee, © or 
5 gn ny Fab? ear — pugorro WE; TIT of 
tyen u': weg call ous conlcirnces to gur 
6945 W. 5 ſhews us certainly, to whom the wor- 
8 render. to theſe images ſhould be adreſſed, 
Nies 45 CHATS a fie „ 15 
names of men you ave conſęctated 
0 ſay, there. is folly in our reſiſtance, 
crifice when preſt 1 it, and conſerve ous oo 5 
out injuring opr.conſciences., in x A ſccret xc- 
clan I PT firme id gur. Pede „and that 
in negleqt ing our ſecurity; wee prefer a, valine ſe 
will ;before our welfare. Sg you give us an adviſe 
that teacheth us how to deceave you, but we. know 
the,auchor of this couaſell, and who inſpices 1 it into 
you. :, wee . know, the. crafty of chat. wicked, one, 
wha, . ſometimes by the wiles of his, waſions, 
. loci, 9115 the force of tormenes makes us ſuffer, 


˖ 5 dee e aw nr connec, It is that mali- 


that ol 85 and 
8 A Fo bi Kally from oy 
became gr 1 envies at that {tate of happi- 
neſſe whercin by Gogs 2 9 aſſiſtance we yet te- 
maine, and who; plus; projects e 
' ſaylt, us, who! ſecrenly excites theſe-turious 2 
that corrupts.all ſunc ions of ral in you, and 
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and this wicked ſpirit, is ſubject to us, yet it falls out 
ſometimes, that like unto wicked and faithleſſe 
ſlaves, in the midſt of the feare they have of the 
authority God hath given us over them, they give 
themſel vos over to actions of diſobedience and re- 
volt: and as the ordinary effect of feare, is ek 674 
duce hatred , they ſtrive ro wrong them, whoſe 

wer care, 

Beſides in the eftate of rage, and deſpaire to which 
they are reduced, becauſe their condemnation is al- 
ready pronounced, they find content in their wicked- 
neſſe, they ſolace themſelves in their evils, by thoſe 
they make againſt the ſervants of God, againſt the 
day of the laſt judgement when they bee ſhut 
up ihell to ſuffer there eternally, . 

Neverthelefle;they combate nor with us 
ſore but at a diſtance, for when wee come neare 


them, they muſt r bm our power, and 


ate forced to acknowledge the miſery of their con- 
dition, fo the Devils that aſſault us when far from 
us, have recourſe to entreaties when we affront them 
neure hand. Therefore When we mult undergoe ſuth 


puniſhmèrs as you ordain for your wretched ſla ves, 


when they ſhut us up in priſõs, hẽ chey eauſe us to 
be condemned to work in the mines, or to ſom other 
ſervile work of the ſame condition in tlie end when 
they exerciſe all their rage againſt us, by the impe- 
tuous mbrions of fary thãt tranſports them becauſe 
they ſee they ure ſubjected to our authority, x nowing 


| rheiy forces re inferior to ours , tid therefore cur 


/ 


after this 
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then — — == theſe troubleſom & 
— they were our equalls, wee 
them by a holy perſeverance in the _ which 

ſtrive trodeſtroyzand th e gloriou 
—_— in over them, is, — end mm 


ficme in che Rellylonofcho ane Gee 
demns us to death. 


— . 


CHAP. XXVII. 


— 


Ur Religion cannot bee forced, and the 
BW God is a pure act of the will, it 


es, it were injuſtice to force free men to 
— chem ſacrifices, and would be ridiculous to ob- 
iege them to honour the gods in deſpite of them, 
(eng hey ought to be carried by their owne moti- 
intereſt to ſeeke their fa vour; if they be true 


gods, wee ſhould not faatch away the advantage 


chat gives them the liberty ot their nature: It ſhouſd 
be permitted them to ſay, Iwill not have Jupiter la- 
vourable to mee: who ere you that will force m 
will e 1 feare not Jama, I laugh at his anger, of hic 
fide ſoever of his two faces 5 looks upon me, What 
er have you to meddle with vat concerm me? 
he fame ſpirit that inſpires you to preſſe us w 
ſacrifice to che gods, excites your ro i us to ſacri- 
ficefor the health of cheEmperours this meanes 


the intercit of Ceſar 4. lch that of ihe 
gods, you cannot #royd tlie 3 
ning 
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ning us, and we cannot hinder our lives from being 


inperillʒ if wee will be faichfull co God. i So weeare 
come to the ſecond head of high treaſbu, but aga inſt 


a majeſty more auguſt; then that of the gods: for 
you render your duties to the Emp. rour wich more 
feare, and an apprehenſion more induſtrious, 
then to your Japiter you place in Heaven; and 
find you doe wilely if you knew the true condition 
of this King of gods: for, tell me, whatſoever he be 
of the living, is he not to be prefetdheſore the dead? 
but that which you doe is not ſo much becauſe rea- 


ſon obliegeth you to it , as for the conſideration 
of the power preſent with you, and which before 


your eyes cxercifeth a ſoveraigne authority on the 
earth: therefore you ſhew your ſelves impious to- 
wards your gods, in being mare afraid of the Prin- 
ces of the warld, then ot thoſe gods you profcſle to 
worſhip, Finally there is le ſſe danger u ith you to cal 
all the gods together to be witne ſſes of a falſe oath, 
then to ſweare falſely by the genius of Ceſar onely. 


—— 


* 
— — . 
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Br. then you can force us to ſacrifice to the 


FA 22ds, it muſt appeare they can preſerve the 
lives of the Emperours, and the reſt of men: 
when you can ſhew us they have this power wee are 
willing to be declared criminalls, if, we addreſſe not 
our pra yers to them tor the weltare of our Princes: 
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If the gods you ſerve; ho are no other then the mi- 
ſerablè ſpi — —— els «yd Devills worke a- 
n : it they that deſtroy themſelves te - 
4 the —— deliver thoſe — 
againſt them: and laſtly it the dead, as you know in 
your conſciences yourgods are, protect the living. 
Why defend they not rather their ſtatues, 1ma- 
ges, apd remples, who in my opinion owe their con- 
tervation to the ſouldiers that guard them ꝰ Hut tell 
me it che matter, wherof theſe ſtatues are formed, be 
not taken but of the mines of the Emperours inheri- 
tance ? and it all theſe temples depend not abſolute- 
ly on his will? There 4re inany gods have had expe- 
rience of Cæſa s anger; and this is an advantage to 
us that the Prince being favourable to them, hath 
uſed his liberality and accorded ſome priviledges to 
hich, Ans 
Now how is it poſſible that they that are ſubjects 
to the Emperour, to whom all the world is ſubject, 
ſhould have the welfare of their Emperour in their 
wer? thert is more likely: hood they have their 
weltare from Tſar, then Ceſar from them. 
What? offend we the majeſty ot the Prince, be- 
cauſe we caſt him not under the things appertaining 
to him? becauſe we turne not into deriſioa the pray 
ets which-ſhould be rayſed up to ea ven for bis pre- 
ſervation ? and believe not that it is in the hands of 
the leaden ſtatues of your gods ? Truely you appeare 
very pious to your Prince, being you ſecke lus wel- 
tare here it is not, and demand it of them WhO 
can do nothing, — dach4beipowcr 
| 3 


4 
3 co 
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to give it; and ſeeing you perſecute men who can de- 
mand it, and knowing how to aske it, know alſo 
ho to obtaine it. 


— 
— —— 


CHAP.XXX. 


C— Ct 8 — 


— 


— 


4 5 forus, inthe prayers wee make for the Em- 
A perours, wee call upon the cternall God, the 
A. true-God, the living God, this God to whom 
the Emperours prefer their aſſiſtance before that of 
other gods; they know very well who gave them 
the empire they poſſeſſe; and men as they are, know 
who gave them the ſpirit where with they are ani- 
na They acknowledge there is no-other., then 
this onely.God, through whoſe power alone they 
ſubſiſi, to whom they are inferiour one degree one- 
ly, after whom they are next in place; before and 
— all — 198 that ate _ gods. Why ſhould 
they not be greater then theſe gods, ſeeing they are 
maſters of all the living, wh ich are more + gk 
the dead? they conſider how farr their authoriry 
oes, and apprehend the eſſence of God in provi 
they can do nothing againſt him; alſo ſecing G 
eater and ot more power then themſelves, they are 
__ to — they can doe nothing but by 
im. 

Let the Princes of the earth make as many de- 
ſignes as they pleaſe to ſubdue Heaven, undertake to 
carry Heaven in triumph as a captive, command 

. courts 
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courts of guard to be keꝑt in Heaven, ſtrive to make 
Heaven tributary; they labour in vaine, hee is great, 
becauſe nor altogether ſo great as heaven. To him 
heaven and all cnearures rtaine, the Empe- 
rour drawes his originall from the fame place 
whence man drew it before hee was Emperour : the 
author of his ſoule, is the author of his power, It is 
to him to whom wee Chriſtians, addreſſe our pray- 
ers, make them with hands opened, and lifted up, 
becauſe innocent; the head bare, becauſe no cauſe 
to bee aſhamed when wee pray to God. There are 
none declares to us the words we are to ſay, becauſe 
it is our heart that acteth rather then our tongue: 
Vee pray for all the Emperouts, and aske of God 
that he would give them a long life; that their Em- 
pire enjoy a profound peace; their houſe a happy con- 
cord; their armies be invincible; themſelves aſſiſted 
with good counſells ; the people remaiue in their 
duties, no trouble ariſe in the world againſt their 
authority. In the end, we forget nothing the Prince 
can wiſh for, either as a man, or as an Emperour, 
Nevertheleſſe, we cannot aske theſe things but of 
him of whom wee know wee ſhall obtaine them: as 
hee is the onely ono that muſt grant them, wee are 
they alone that muſt pray for them, becauſe we and 
none but we are his true ſubjects, for of all men hee 


ts-worſhipped of —— 2— 
deeauſe tn his doctrine, _— rich 
—.— which hee will have — | 

uneo him, to wit a-prayer<onceaved -agd p,, 
rom a chaſt body, un baden ſoule; — | 
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wuücholineſſe, and not withſthe graines of ingenſe 
Abt linle value, tho teates of thatttee of Abel 

two d roꝑs of wine, the plood of an Orad to 
o oh age , and for that teaſon even to bee te je 
in true ſacrifices; finally after all ſort of uncl aneſſe, 
witha contaminated conſcience. In effect there i; 

v herewichall to wonder that among yon, the Prieſts 

(vicious as they ate) exactly conſidet᷑ it the ſacrifi- 
ces are pure. and antire, they examine rather the in- 
wards ot the {acrifices, then the inlides of them that 

offer them, then while) mplote the grace of God 
ſor the Empc routs, with our hands litted up; and 
ſtrexched toward heaven, let iroas pietce us, giblets 
put us on croſſes, fires conſume us, k nivescut our 
throats, beaſts devoure us: A Cbriſtian while in 

prayer liſting up his hands toGod is in condition fig 
to receave all forts of puniſhmints and therẽfote 
continue, O magiſtrates, ſo affected to juſtice; taviſn 

- our ſoules, whiiſt they are in prayers for the welfare 

ol the Emperours, and make a crime; of truth and 
the ſaryice of God. ben lin f Atti 


„ HAP. XXI. 


- 
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our words, that what we come from ſayinꝑ, of 
the vowes __ make for the welfare of our 
Emperouts, is but flattery; by which ee thinke to 
ſhelter our ſelves f rom the torments prepared for — 
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Bu it may bee you imagine our hearts belie 
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But if wee Uſe faigning, this faigning is not unproſi · 
table, ſeeing you 2 to — we alleadg 
for our juſtiſica tion: wee entreat them who believe 
od our Religion takes no care of the preſervation ef 


ie, the Emperours, to examine the la wes of our God, 
So to read our bookes-which wee hide not, and which 
my by divers accidents fall into other hands then ours. 
ih- They will learne there that iris commanded us by a 
11. ſuperabundant charity to pray to God for our ene- 
"at mies, and to wiſh good to them that perſecute us, 
ad Now have wee greater enemies, and ruder perſe- 
pd cuters, then thoſe who make offended majeſty the 
ers round of the crime they impute unto us ? Holy 
ur criptures content not themſelves with this com- 
00 mandement ; they have another more preciſe and 
bt clearer, pray, ſay they, for Kings, Princes, and pou 
te ers, that you may live in peace in the midſt of pub- 
ih licke tranquilitie; for, if the Empire be ſhaken; all 
e its members ſuffer a generall (baking, it is im poſſible 


nd we ſhould not feel it, becauſe al though people take us 
for ſtrangers, yet ſeeing wee occupie cexta ine places, 
as well as they, wee make a part of the ſtate as well 
as they, and together with them participate of its 
good and evill fortune. 


— — 


CHAP, NAIII. 


EE have yet an obligation greater 
V V then that, of praying to God for the 
R Emperours, 
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Emperours, all eſtates of the Empire and proſperity 


of the Roman affaires. Wee are aſſured that the ge- 


nerall diſſolution that threatens the Univerſe, and 
this conſummation of ages which muſt bring ſuch 
fearefull conſuſions in the world, is retarded ſo long 
as the glorious majeſty, and "triumphant Roman 
Empire thall laſt, 

We deſite nor to dee preſent at the ſubverſion of 
all nature, and when wee pray to God to deferr it, 
we pray to him that the po «er of the Romans may 
long ſubſiſt. If wee ſweare not by the Genius of the 
Cæſars, wee ſweare by their weltare, which is more 
precious then all manner of ſpirits together, Know 
you not that they call Genies Devils? wee reverence 
the providence of God in the perſons of the Empe- 
rours, that rayſed them above all nations, Wee 
know they governe the world with this ſupreame 
authority, becauſe God would have it ſo; and wee 
deſire their conſervation , becauſe God would have 
us deſire it. And the prayers wee make for the wel- 
fare of Emperours, are inthe ſame eſteeme with us, 
as moſt ſoĩemnẽ datt. ; 

As foi Devils, or Genies, we are wot to conjure thea 
to drive them away from the bodies of men, where- 
of they are ſeaſed, and render them not the honours 
duc to God onely, by ſwearing by them, 


CHAP, XXII, 
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Ut why ſhovid I ſtay longer in making 

Brom with what ſenſe of Religion and pie- 

EP ty Chriftians honour Kmperours > It ſufficerh 
to lay we ate oblieged to render them our duties, as 
to whom — * — commanded us ſo to doe: 
Ican eaſily add, the Emperour is more Emperour 
of the Chrikiams 4 T ken of his other ſub- 
jects, becauſe the God of the: Chriſtians hath 
eſtabliſhed him, in regard whereof wee labour more 
to purpoſe for his welfare, then other men, be- 
cauſe wee aske it not enely of the onely God who a- 
lone can grant it us, not enely wee that demand it 
who are fitly qualliſied for obtaining the fame , but 
the p rayers moreover which we make for him have 
ſo much the more efficacy, as wee abaſe the Em 
rours Majeſty under that of gods, we ſubmit it to hi 
onely power; to the greatneſſe of God, becauſe wee 
equall ir not to him; for I give not the name of God 
to the Emperour , either becauſe I cannot lie, or 
have not the forhead to mocke him withall, or that 
himſelfe will not have me call him God. 

If hee bee man, hee hath reaſon to acknowledge 
that God is more then he, it being ſuſſicient for him 
to be called Emperour: this name which God hath 
given him is full of dignity, hee that calls him God, 
denyes that hee is Emperour , becauſe it hee bee not 
man he cannot be Emperour. Even when hee is ſer 
on his triumphant chariot, and ſees h imſelfe rayfed 
up to the higheſt degree of humane felicicies in this 
world, he ſhould be advertiſed then, that he is man. 
There is & voyce that ſayth, looke behind you, re- 
R 2 member 
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member what pompe ſoever environs you, you ate 
ſtill but man: we ſhould diminiſh without doubt ve- 
ry much of his greatneſſe, it in this eſlate we ſhould: 
call him God, becauſe its a title that belongs not un- 
to him, and contra rily wee honour him agreeably to 
the majeſty of his eſtate, when we call back his ſpirit 
to the conſideration of what he is, that hee may not 
belicve he is a God. 


XXIV. 


— 


— 


1 Uguſtus to whom the Empire owes its eſta- 


bliſhment becauſe Lord is the ſirname which 
ie give unto God, would nor ſuffer his ſub- 
jects to call him their Lord; yet I will make no 
difficulty to acknowledge the Emperour is my Lord, 
but it ſhall be, when not forced to call him my Lord, 
in the ſame ſenſe that appertaines to my God, 
When Lay the Emperour is my Lord, I will nat 
forbeare in ſo ſaying to preſerve my liberty. This 
Kinde of reverence makes mee not his flave, For I 
have but one onely true Lord , to wit the powerfull 
and Eternall God, who is his God alſo as well as 
mine. 

But how can it be that the father of a countrey is 
the Lord of the. ſame? certes, a name of piety is 
much more agreeable to ſuch a man, then a name 
of power and authority. Secondly, therefore it is 
that we call the chiefe of perticular houſes, N | 

& 
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rather then Lords of families: If Anguſtus would never 
take upon him the name of Lord, the: leſs appearanc 
of reaſon to attribute that of God unto Fmperours. 
Its a flattery thats not onely infamous, but alſo of a 
pernicious conſequence: as it forgetting the reſpect 
due to the Prince, (to whom this great Empire 
renders obedience) youſhould thereby transfer the 
title of Emperour to another; is it not true you doe 
an extreame injury to the Emperour , whom you ac- 
knowledged betore for your maſter? by this caution 
you render him irreconcilable to you, and his hatred 
kindled by you, is dreadfull to him as well as unto 

ou whom you have honeured with the name of 

— Lou your ſelves muſt bee pious to God, 

if you deſire to have God propitious to your Empe- 

ror, You muſt ceaſe to believe thers any other God, 
by forbearing to call your Emperour ſo who hath 
need of the a e of God, | 

But if the pleaſure of the world ſo governes your 


ſpirits , that you bluſh not when you call man God 


ainſt your oe knowledge , you ought , at leaſt, 
Sax this title you attribute to ham,be not an il O- 
men; for its the making of an imprecation againſt 
the life of the Emperour , to call him God befo.e his 


apotheoſis. 
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the honours they render to the Emperours, are 

neither va ine, flattering, nor raſh ; becauſe that 
in the ſenſe of the true Reſigion, they profeſſe, they 
celebrate their ſolemne dayes, rather by the moti- 
ons of a pure conſcience, then the diſorders of a fil- 
thy deboyſtneſſe. Thinke you theſe are ſuch great 
teſtimonies of affection, to kindle fires in the midſt 
of the ſtreets, to ſer up tables there, to make feaſts 
in the publicke places; to change the face of the 
Ciry into that of a great Taverne, to ſpill ſo much 
wine upon the pavement, that dirt is made there- 
with, and afterwards to run in troopes, for quarrels, 
for committing inſolencies, for ſeeking of meates an- 
ſwerable to unruly appetites ? Muſt a publick ſhame 
bee the marke of a publicke joy? muſt theſe things 
bee counted ſeemely on the folemne dayes of Prin- 
ces, which at no 6rher time, on no other dayes are 
either fitting or decent. 

What they who live according to the rules of ex- 
act diſcipline , that their prayers may obta ine from 
God the wellfare of the Emperour , ſhall they I ſay, 
change the manner of living , thus to houour the 
Kmperour ? ſhall liberty, and corruption paſſe for 
picty > What ſerves to enflame concupiſcence ſhajj 
kt bee imputed an act of Religion ? I confeſſe it is juſt 
to 


Guts Chriftians are publick enemies, becauſe 


| 


* er 


— 
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to. condemne us; for why while obſervers of chaſti- 
ty, temperance, and all other Chriſtian and morrall 
vertues , deny we them the licentiouſneſſe of maki 
ſuch like brutiſn rejoycings and bedlam ſports for 
the welfare of the Emperours ꝰ why when all the 
world beſides in joy, ſhade we not our doores at the 
ſame time with laurells ꝰ why ſer we not up candles 
and burne (as wee ule to ſay) in the proverbe daye- 
light wich torches ? for it is counted a meritoriour: 
thing with you, in celebrating publicke ſolemnities 
to adorne your dwellings with all manner of vici- 
ous ornaments agreeable to licentious youth in har- 
lors houſes. 

But let us ſee if they that envy us the name of Ro- 
mans, and ſuppoſe us enemies, to the Roman Em- 
pire, fall not into the ſelfeſame crimes they reproach 
us with that are Chriſtians, let us looke into your 
lives, examine your hiſtories that therein diſcover 
whether or no you (the people I meane) who accuſe 
us after this manner, offend not more then wee this 
ſecond Majeſty, whether you commit not more then 
wee, this ſecond ſacriledge, a crime layd to our 
charge, becauſe wee ſolemniſe not with you the 
dayes you feaſt on in honour to the Emporours, with 
all K ind of beaſtly ceremonies nant to our mo- 
deſty, chaſtity and purity. I addreſſe my ſelfe to this 
common people of Rome, to this popularity who 
occupy the ſeven hils of this City, and. aske 
them if their language, as Roman as it is, hath ſpa · 
red any of their Cæſars. d 
Statues of Tjber', and the . 
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the wild beaſts, that are taught to teare men in pee. 
ces, andwhether they heare the people in the midi 
of theſe publicke ſpectacles ſpeake ill of the Prince, 
can render ſufficient teſtimonies heerof. If nature 
had given to man a body of as tranſparent a matter 
as a looking glaſſe, is there any in this great multi- 
rude, that appeares not with the image of ſome new 


, Emperour engraven on his heart, {et on a throne 


lifted up, giving orderfor the diſtributing of the pre- 
ſents the 
at his comming to the Empire, at which inſtant hee 
heares theſe confuſed voyces which crie, 
De noſtrit annis tili Jupiter augeat annos? 

Fro our own years, ſhould j apiter add more tothine. 

A Chriftian can neither pronounce theſe words, 
nor make wiſhes for the change of Emperours, You 
ſay theſe are actions of the vulgar, but they are the 


actions of the Romans, and of thoſe that are the 


greateſt enemies wee can have, for its this populari- 

ty that crie the lowdeſt againſt the Chriſtians, But 

it may be other Orders have beene faithfull to their 

Princes to the proportion of the authority they have 

in theState; that there is come out no conjuration 

from the body of the Senate, and of the Knights, 

that the Souldiers have not attempted the Empe- 
rours lives, they are ſafe in theit owne pallaces: 
from whence then an Avidizs Caſſus, a Piſcenius Ni- 
ger, anda Claudius Allinius from whence thoſe that 
aſſieged the Emperor Comodus between the two la w- 
rell woods? from hence thoſe in the exerciſe of the 
Ai bletes got the force they imployd to ſtrangle that 
; Prince: 


rinces are wont to make to the publicke / 
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with 


within, and gave to the Chriſtians che names of pub- 
licke enemies. But ſo many perſons as are day 
diſcaverodto bee confederateꝭ; or approvers of this 


deteſtable party made againſt Severw , theſe reſts o 
ſo great & harveſt of parricides; whatlawrells new- 
ly gathered, and covered with branches, did they 
not put up before their doores* with what eleva- 
ted and lighted torches did they not blacke the en 
try of their houſes withall > what rich and magnifi- 
cent tables did they not ſer up inthe chiefe plac 

of Rome? not to take part in the publicke joye but 
that by the occaſion of a ſolemnity ordayned for a- 
nother, they made the Deities they cald on under- 
ſtand, that the prayers they had conceived, and 
changing in their minds the name of Prince, by the 
image of this pompe , they coffecrated that vfrheir 


hopes. 2 01 | 
"They that conſult with Aſtrologers, Devines, Au- 
ures, and Magitians concerning the welfare of their 
mpexouss, render them all theſeduties; theſe curi- 
ous Iciences were taught men by * revbleed —_— 
13 od 


oy FEATS * 


Bore rf. Y-' 28788 


cn AP * XXVII. 


Ow WES who had the names of K 

mans, were enemies of the State, why 

they deny us the title of Romans, wee 
chey call enemies? but cannot we bos Romans w h- 
out being enemies, becauſe it is found they were e- 
nemies who paſſed for Romans? Certes the piety we 
ſhould have to the Emperours, tho qudgethent of Re- 
ligion, with which wee are obliged to pra — ö - 
welfare, and the teſtimbnies-of the fidelity 


wee have ſpoken,; contrarily under the vaile of thi 
creme men W bur it 
my bs. 


them, conſiſt not in theſe exterior duties . 
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there any one, Pc . it. is lanfull lot us to doa 
diſpl u gg de know-, 
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=" dhe 25 ; teare and 2 in the 
the midſt t neſe outtages, ve 
ele d that theſe people ,. hp (as you thin * 


have K ormed ſo ſtrange 8 and-on the. o- 
ther ſide might bee animated enough for revenge 
the puniſhments „ wherewith you —— them 115 
— 2 lives, endeayourcd any thing againſt you to 
ent the evil treating they have. received ? Think 
you that they want an occaſion > When in one night 
on a ſmall number of torches would be enough to 
e their reve 18 if with us it were permitted to 
render evill forevill; but God forbid wee ſhould doe 


= Rel gion that all Divine ought noe to re- 
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pen, rather then banden as ſecret « 

wee not have forces and trogpes,cnough 
the Myores and Marcomancs., the Paribians , or what- 
ſoever people they are, ſhut up in the bounds of the 
Countrey they inhabit, make a greater number of 
mes, then they Tgrgee ſpred throughout all the U- 
nivetſe, and have no other limits then that of the 


world. Our otiginall is but of late, and we fill al- 


readyall that your power ack nowledgeth, Cities 
Fortleſſes Illes provinces, the ae of the peo- 
ple, the armics alſo, the wards, and penths of Rome, 
che Palace, the Senate, and the e places; Fi- 
nally wee leave you but the Temples. What warrs 
were wy not able to undertake i With what 
mptitude might we not arme our ſelves, although 
— Rould bee the weaker ;. wee chat Fer our 
ſelves ſo willingly to bee killed, it is cur Religion it 
were not rather lawfull to let our ſelves bet killed, 
then to kill others? Wee would alſo make warra- 
einſt you without taking up armes, and caſting our 
ves into a revolt ʒ it were enough not to live with 
you, and to ſeperate our ſelves , dur diyorce would 
print ſhame in your forcheads, For if the Chriſti- 
ans; who make ſo great a multitude ot all ſorts of 
perſons , ſhould, abandog you, to retire into ſome 
Countrey of the world diſperſed from all ſociety; 
truely the loſſe of ſo many Citizens ,- of what condi- 
tion ſoever they are, would diſparage your govern- 
ment, and alſo our retreat would be a rude puniſh- 


ment to you; without doubt rhe ſolituge that would . 
rema ine with this filence of all things, this ge- 
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of the lawfull pleaſures ot this people, when the 
pleaſures they affect with ſo much deſire poſſeſſe 
their eyes; for ir is ſubject to receive diverſe {n 
fions. T hey intereſſe themiclvrs in the tations 
made by the ambition ofevill Citizens They ſhare 
their affe&ions among them, and one may _ 
theſe diſotders nau morethen ever, becauſe ve 
ina time, in. which men: (611 theig:fer vicevro | 
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Aihletes, and the cruelties of the amphicheatcr, It 
lawfull for the Eprearians to faine a voluptuouſneſſe 

themſelves, herein they eſtabliſhed the truth of 

Sovexa igue good. In what then do we offend 
you, it wet take other pleaſures then yours ? but if 
wee will be ignorant of all Kind of delights, me 
thinks it is not for your intereſt; and if there be any 
loſſe, it falls all upon us. We reje&, ſay you, the 
things that pleaſe you: wee have reaſon ſo to doe, 
becauſe our pleaſures are not yours. 


CHAP.XXXLX, 


4. 
— — — 
. 


\ Frer ſhewing Chriftian Religion ( which you 


; call a factious fociety ) innocent of all 
crimes by you attributed to irzits time Idiſco- 
ver unto you its maners,to the end, that having refu- 

red the evill wherewith it is reproached, I ſhew'you 

the good wherewith it is repleniſhed, Wee make 
a bod or by certaine knowledge all conſpire in the 
ſervice of the truce God, where we live united under 
one Diſcipline, and one onely Faith, or, by a happle 
conjunction, conceive all of us the like hope of e- 
ternal felicity. We aſſemble together by troops in out 
prayers to God, as if thereby wee would as by 

— the grant of whatever prayers we pteſent un- 
to him; tt is a violence that is agreeable te him; 
. we pray to him forthe Empergurs , their 2 

a t 
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the magiſtrates that have the cxerciſe of their pow- 
er, for the polliticke eſtate, the tranquillity of the 
Empire, the retarding of the generall diſſolution. 
that muſk put an end to all things. Vee aſſemble 
together to read the holy Scriptures, and wee read 
them according to the condition of the times, what 
ſerves either to admoniſh, or conſirme the faith- 
full. In effect the Scriptures nouriſh our faith, lift 
upour hope, and aſſure the confidence: wee have in 
God, nevertheleſſe we ceaſe not to confirme our diſ- 
cipline by the ſtrength of precepts we continually re- 
peate. 
5 theſe aſſemblies wee make exhortations , and 
threatnings, and exerciſe Divine cenſure ; that bani- 
ſheth ſinners, and excludes them from our commu- 
nion : wee judge them with very much circumſpe- 
Rion , becauſe: we know that God is in the midſt of 
us, and ſees what we doe; and certainly it is a great 
fortelling of the judgement God will, ene day , pro- 
nounce againſt the wicked, when the Church, mo- 
ved with the enormity of their crimes, darts out up- 
on wilfull ſinners the thunderbolts of ex communica- 
tion, and deprives them from the participation of 
its prayers, its ſociety, and all ſdrt of holy commerce 
with it. In our aſſemblies there are Biſhops that pre- 
fide, and have authority over all the fa ithfull com- 
2 to their charge; they are approved by the 
uffrages of them whom they ought to conduct, and 
it is not bribes that acquire them this honor, but 
teſtimonies rn of their good life. For in the 
Church ot God nothing is done by the allurement of 
T gitts : 
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gifts: if there be among us any k ind of treaſure, the 
money layd up makes our Religion not aſhamed, 
neithet᷑ can it be ſayd hat brought unto us is a tri- 
bute, br price payed to participate of its ho ineſſe. 
every one contributes a little ſum, at the end of the 


month, or, when hee will: but it is, if hee will, and 


can: for none ate conſtrayned to give: if wee ger a- 
ny almrs, iris of pood will, riches gathered in this 
manner are ar the pledges of piety; wee do not con- 
found them in eating and drinking with exceſſe; we 
make not uſe of then for the fowle and loathſome 
exerciſe of gluttony: but we employ them in feeding 
the porte, und burying them, in comtorting chil- 
dren that are deſtitute of pa rents and goods, in hel- 
ping old men who have ſpent their beſt dayes in the 
ſervice of the faithſull, in helping the poore that 
have loſt by ſhipwracke hat they had, and in af 
ſting them that ſerve in the mines, are baniſhed 
into Iſlands, or ſhut up in priſons , becauſe they pro- 
feſſe the: Religion of the true God, that during the 
time they ſuffer for the confeſſion of his name] they 
may be nouriſhed'with the ſtocke of the Church. But 
its a ſtrang thing that this charity among us gives oc- 
caſion to ſom to blame us. See, ſay they, how they love 
one another; this aſtoniſheth them, becauſe they hate 
one another, See, ſay they, how they are ready to die 
one for another, hut as tor them they are ready, to il 
one another; & I think, they have nothing to ſay a- 
ga inſt the name of Chriſtian we give one another, for 
with them paternal names, & the affinity that blood 
produceth, expteſſeth but a tained affectiõ, & diſguifed 
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amity. It muſt not ſeeme ſtrange to you if wee call 
one another brethren , ſeeing wee are all your 
brechren by the right ot nature, which is mother 
to as all. Wee have the ſame principles as you, but 
you renounce the humanity common to us; becauſe 
you arc eviil brethren to us: but with how much 
more reaſon are they called and eſteemed brethren; 
who acknowledge one ſame father, to wit, the li- 
ving God, that have received the ſame ſpirit of 
Sanctitie, who being ſhur up in the ſame darkeneſle, 
and ignorance p mn — = the belly of ow mo- 
ther , came forth happily, and in ing their eyes 
were frighted at hots ht of the — lighe , which 

is that ot truth? Bar, it may bee, it is not believed 
we are brethren indeed, becaule there are no trage- 
dies, that ſpeake of the bloody diſorders of Chriſti- 
ans , or becauſe wee are brethren, but unto the com- 

mon uſage of the goods of the world, which with 
you have the power to diſſolve the union of bro- 
therhood z therefore, as we live with the ſame intel- 
ligence, as it we had all but one ſpirit , and one ſoul, 
we make no difficulty to put all things berweene us 
in common; we have nothing in particular but our 
wives, of all things in the world there is nothing 
but wives whereot wee reject community; and, on 
the contrary, among them, of their wives oncly 


there is community with other men; for as they 


have uſed to defile the mariages of the ir friends, 
they ptoſtitute alſo marriages with very much pati- 
ence to the unchaſtitie of their friends: that which 
they have learnt, if Ibe not deceived, in the 1 
T 3 0 
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of a Greeke Socrates, and Roman Cato, who have 
ſometimes lent their wives to their friends, thoſe 
they married to have children by, to bee engendred 
by others then themſelves and out of their houſes. 

Iknow not if they lent them againſt their wills; for 

why ſhould they have any careof their chaſtity, 

whom their husbands abandon ſo lightly > O fe 

mous example of a Grecians wiſdome , and Roman 

ſeveritie !- A Philoſopher-and a Cenſor make a 

ſhametull trade of the chaſtitie of their wives. 

Now ſeeing wee live rogether with ſo much cha- 
rity , that- all our goods are common ; why ſhould 
they wonder if wee make good cheere? for it is one 
of the exceſſes you reproach us with, beſides the in- 
famous crimes whereof you accuſe our repaſts , you 
reproove us with prodigality ; it may bee it is of us 
Diogenes hath-{aid , the Megarians make feaſts ,as if 
they would die to morrow, and they build alſo, as if 
they would never die. Certes, each of you fees eaſi- 
er the ſtraw in his neighbours eye, then the beame 
in his owne, The aire is corrupted with the ill ſents 
that goe out of the mouths of ſo many people, that 
ſpew in the ſtreets, | 

What, the Saliens could not make one repaſt, un- 
leſſe they found ſome body that lent them money to 
ſupplie their expences ? your ſtewards 1 
troubled to make ready the accounts of the money 
ſpent in feaſts, where you vow the tenth of your 

dods to Hereules? In Athens they chuſe the excel- 
enteſt cookes to celebrate the feaſt of the Apaturies, 
wherein the midſt of their deboyſtnes, they call * 
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the Deity of father Deni; the ſouldiers who have 
the charge of watching by night , to hinder the bur- 
ning of thc City, are troubled at the fight of the 
ſmoake that riſeth in rhe aire, in making ready ſup- 
per in honour of Seraps ? And yet they will talke of 
nothing, bur the exceſſe of the Tables of the Chriſti- 
ans > But you need but conſider the name given to 
our repaſt to know the quality thereof, They expreſs 
themſelves with the ſame word that ſignifies dileQi- 
on with the Greekes, whatſoever the coſt is that is 
made, it is profitable, tor they gaine alwayes in this 
expence; becauſe it hath piety: for its foundation, 
Its a ſweetneſſe, wherewich wee comfort the want 
of the poore, but we do not treat them, as you thoſe 
infamous gluttons, who glory in ſelling you their li- 
berty for the price of the good bits, wherewith they 
fill their bellies in the midſt of a thoufand indignt- 
ties. But wee will have the leaſt ſerved with our 
goods, becauſe we know they , among all men, are, 
the moſt acceptable to God, 

Then ſeeing our banquets have ſo honeſt an end. 
conſider what our Diſcipline Mould be inthe reſt of 
our actions, even thoſe which more concerne the 
duties of Religion; it permits nothing that is diſho- 


neſt, nor far from modeſty. Before wee goe to table + » 


wee are fed with heavenly meat; whichs the pray- 
er we make to God; wee cate as much, as is neceſla- 
ry to ſatisfie ones appetite , wee drinke as much as is 
permitted to perſons that have a care of their puri- 
ty. They that fir there take their rejection with ſo 

x TS: much 
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much temperance. as they may remember they are 


Obliged ro worſhip God, even at night. They enter- 


taine one another as people that know God heares 
what they ſay. After the repaſt done, and waſher 
their hands, and lighted the candles, they are invi- 
ted to prayſe God, and to ſing Plalmes, talen out of 
the holy Scripture, or Hymns; every one compoſeth 
according to the capacity of nis mind. By this it 
may be known, it they have committed any exceſſe 
at table; as the repaſt began with prayer, ſo it ends; 
they goe forth, not in diverſe troopes to defile their 
hands with the bloud of men, not in ſeverall bands 
running in the ſtreets, not to doe inſolencies; but 
with the ſame care they had in comming in, preſer- 
ving their modeſty and chaſtity. 

Finally, Chriſtians retire with ſo much ſtayed- 
neſſe, that wee may very well ſee, they are not fed 
ſo much with corporall meats, as the ſubſtance of 
heavenly and holy diſcipline. Certes, it were but 
realon, that this ſociety of the Chriſtians ſhould bee 
reputed unlawfull , if it were like to that the lawes 
forbid ; it were but good reaſon it ſhould bee con- 
demned , if it were not different to that which 
deſerves to bee condemned; if one would reproach 
it with the ſame things where with they accuſe facti- 
ous ſocieties. But tell me, did wee ever aſſemole 
to procure the hurt ot any one? As we are ſeperated, 
we are the ſame alſo in a bodie: as wee are in per- 
ticular, ſo we ate in generall that is to ſay, in hat: 
ſoever eſtate we are found, we offend no body, wee 
injure no body; when any vertuous or gedly people 

are 
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are aſſociated, when any pious or chaſt perſons aſſem- 
ble together, their union ſhould not be called a fa@i- 
on, but a lawtull ſociety, | 
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Ur, contrarily „the title of factious apper- 
B. truely to them, who forme intelligences 


ol un loing good men, whom they hate, who, 
by a wicked combination, lift up theit voyces againſt 
the bloud of innocents, and ground not the ir hatred 
but on the falſe opinion they have, that Chriftians 
are the canſe of al the calamities arrive in the world, 
and evills that people ſuffer. ob 

It Taler overflowes, if Nilas have not watered the 
plaines, it Heaven hath ſtopr its courſe, and nor 
powred its ra ines heere below, if the earth quake, 
there bee famine , or plague, immediately they crie 
out, caſt rhe Chriſtians ro the Lyons, Whar is one 
Lyon able wdevoure lo many Chriſtians? But con- 
fader, I pray you, how many evills have afffcted the 
U. iverſe, & Cities Which make a part thercot before 
the Empire of Tibernu, that is to lay, before the birth 
ot jeſus Chriſt, Wie read that the Iſland of VMerra- 
polis, Delos, Rhode, and Co, were heercotore loft with 
many thouiands of men that inhabited them. Plato 
reports , that the Atlanticke Sea hath & vexed an I- 
ſland of a greater extent then Af, and Afrrea toge- 
mor. An Earthquake made tne 5 of Coratbap?” 

0 peare 
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peare drie, and the impetuoſity of the waves ſepera- 


ting Lucarna from the firme land of 7raly, and bani- 
ſhirg it from its continent, hath made an Iſland, 
which is now known by the name of Sich). Certain- 
1y al theſe accidents could not happen, but the people 
muſt have ſuffered ſtrange misfortunes. But, Iwill not 
onely ſay, where were the Chriſtians, the contemners 
of your gods, but your gods themſelves, when the de- 
luge covered & drowned all the world, or (as Plato 
ſuppoſeth)the flat countries onelyꝰ for, indeed, wee 
cannot but doubt your gods are ſince this generall in- 
undation, the Cities where they took birth, & where 
they died, and thoſe they built render teſtimonies 
therof: they would not have beene, they had not 
laſted till out time, if their originall were not after 
this Univerſal diſorder, x hen the juſtice of God pun- 
niſhed all the world? Paleſtina had not yet ſerved 
for a retreat to the people of Iſrael at their going out 
of Egypt. The jenes, whoſe law is the ſource of the 
Chriſtian Religion , was not yet eſtabliſhed , when 
as rwo Cities neer to this province, Sodom and G- 
morrah were conſumed by a raine of fire: the Coun- 
trey retaineth ſtill the odor of that ancient bur- 
ning, and if the trees beare any fruits, they are fruits 
onely to the fight, ſo ſoone as one toucheth them 
they are turned into aſnes. Tuſcaxy, and Campania 
did not compla ine of the Chriſtians, hen fire from 
Heaven conſumed the City of Vulſina, and that of 
Pompeyes , was burnt by flames the neighbour moun- 
taine vomited. No body, as yererald on the true God 
at Rome, when Hannibal, after hee had got the great 


victory 
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victory of Cannes, by the number of gold rings hee 
got of the Romans , and meaſured by the bulhell, 
which made the count of the men {killed in the barre]. 
All people indifferently adored your gods; when 
the Gaules came with their armes in their hands un- 
to the Capitol, and beſieged it: but is it not a 
oweefullargument againſt your errour which wee 
de in your hiſtorigs, that when Cities were forced, 
cemples and walls had che ſamedeftiny? for , from 
thence I boldly conclude, that your gods ſend not 
theſe evills on the earth, becauſe they ate mortall, as 
well as you. If diſcover the ſource of the evils, 
-whetewith the race of men have been afflicted in all 
ages, know it hath been their ingratitude hath exci- 
ted againſt them the anger of God, For, they 
have alwayes offended this great author of nature, 
becauſe not acknowledged the graces received of 
him, Hee hath given chem the knowledge of a part 
of his greatneſle, in expoſipg before their * the 
beauty of the Univerſe, which publiſheth his honour 
Ao highly; and inſtead of imploying themſelves in fo 
noble a ſearch , they faigned to themſelves other 
gods, to whom they have rendred the honqur that 
appertained not, but to him alone. n 4 2770 
er which 


After this fault, they committed anoth 


. 
* 
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is, in not ſecking out him that is the maſter, and 
example of | innocencie , and ho is alſo 


and teuenger of ſin, abghdoniy nf 
ſorts of vices, and. (hamgfully defiling-themſelyes 


. wh execrable crimes: the which, Ii they kad loo- 
ed ineo, a5, they werb de widhoue don, 
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they had Kae him, and in knowing, honoured 
him, and aftet that had ſooner reſenteq his favouts, 
then his wrath, Le them not then trouble them 
{elves about the cauſe of theſe evills, but xnow they 
are the effrcts of the fur) of this ſame God, who, in 
all ages, hach given them proofes of his indignation, 
before l of the name of Chriſtiads. 
Man this wicked face that inioyed at eaſe all the 
goods Gb created for him before all falſe god, ado- 
rei by him were forged, will hee nor comprehend 
thar” theſe evils came from the hand of him to 
whom he hath not rendted homage for his gdods ? In 
ſam, his ingratitude s his crime, Hee'Hath offended 
. of God, in failing to make due ack now- 
ledgement of him. Vet if make compariſon of the 
calãtmities ol the time paſt, with this time, wee ſhall 
finde ſiuce the very moment God ſent the firſt 
Chriſtians on the earth q püblicke evills have beene 
mor tollerable then before they were, Its very ea- 
ſy to diſcover the reaſon of it; the innocence whete- 
A make profeſſion hath dirtiiiched the iniqui- 
ries ot the world, and begun to turne aW; with 
their prayers, the juſt vengeance of God. But, ſee 
heere a manifeſt proofe of your blindneſſe. During 
the great draughe of ſummer, hen an exceſſive 
heat ſtayed the raine, and hindted that it fell not n 
the carkp, in the time when every one deſired water, 
that the fruits of the earth might come to maturiry, 
loſe not the uſe of your- pleaſures, and de- 
Giktneſſe , and among the paſtimes you take in 70 


n your 
bathes , your tanerne and your unchaſ y_ — 
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demand ot pier, by divers kind of ſacrifices , aud 


A y che uſo of  fuperſtcions the help whexeof. 
1 rn. A 4 where; 
y the th people being being invoke the aſſiſtance of 
in you ſecke in keinthe Capitole that which you 
1, J And, — — —— tay till the ſealings, 
changed intoctouds, rogive yan: 
Ty — — to obta ine that you — wither 
I our addreſſing your ſelfe to God, and turning your 
4 ſelfe cowards 22 where do peeing | 
0 aces upon men. Our procee are much. diſte- 
1 © ot yours, in rheſe public — wo, mor 
4 tiſie our ſelves by faſtings ʒ wee practiſe continency, 
8 with all the ſeverity dyee can; wee abſtaine, for, 
: time, from allcorporall nouriſhment , we take ſack- 
cloth and aſhes, as markes of our affliction ʒ and in 
? this condition, wee ſirike at heavenwirh our cries; 
> wee conſtta ine him to have pitty on us; wee make 


him aſhamed of our miſery; and when wee have o- 
vercome'theianger of God, and puld downe hismer; 
cy, you honour ben hin.” and hank IAG 
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; bo — by his clemendy and ſeverity: as, fo 
& woe ave learnt all .theſe things of him, welove hs 
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draw · publicke evillSupon themʒ ſor the evill of pu 
niſhment is the effect ot the neglect you hayeof God, 
and the worſhip you render to ſtatues: in a word its 


more credible, that God neglected by mankind, . 


ſhould bee ſooner irritated agaiuſt you, then thoſe 
that receive his ſeruices, otherwiſe the Gods you, 
honour would be very unjuſt, if in puniſhing Chriſt- 
ians they make no difficulty to puniſh them alſo that 
adore them. They ſhould ſeperate their ſervants 
from the condition of Chriſtians, their enemies, Vou 
tikewiſe oppoſe to us that this argument reſiſts the 
juſtice of out God: becauſe hee ſuffers that they who 
ſerve him feele the 1 evils, even as the pro- 
pane that do not acknowledge him. But obſerve 
che order out God hath eſtabliſhed, and when com- 
prehended it „wu will forbeare this objection. Hee 
that hath ordained at the end ot all ages the judge- 
ment of men, and to diſtribute to al recompenſes at e- 
verlaſting pun iſhments, puts no difference betweene 
them before the conſummation of time j doth not, 
before hand make a fepcrarioh of the good and evill, 
but reſerves it for his laſt judgement: in the meane 
time, hee equally treats all mankind, whether hee 
ſhewes them mercy, or reproves them in his anger: 
Hee will haye both good aud bad things common to 
his ſervants and the prophane that wee may, in the 
ſociety of rhe world, without any diſtincioa; bee 


eleimency , and feare his. ſveriry 4,comrari}y., 
negle@ both the one and the other, aud From chence 


det. 
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it comes that all the miſeries the world receives 
from the hand of God, are, to us, oyces from hen · 
ven, that admoniſb, and exhort us to dg well, and to 
you , they are chaſtiſements of your ctlmes. lu the 
midſt of theſe calamities , wee feele no diſꝑlcaſure, 
for nothing tyes us to the world, and wee have no 
intereſt, bur to bee gon ere long; befides, wee know, 
they are che diſorders of your liyes , that procure 
theſe evills, wherewith the world is aflied;and if 
there falls any part upon us, becaufe we are mingled 
with you, wee take occaſion to rejoyce , becauſe it 

ts before our eyes the truth of the holy ſcriptures, 

at confirme in ns the confidence wee have in the 
promiſes made to us; that fortifies out faith, and 
aſſures our hope. If it be true, they are the Gods 

dur afflict you ſo cruelly becauſe of us, how is it 


bo 
poſſible you continue ſtill to n ſo ungratefull, 
ly, 


and unjuſt gods; ſeeing, contraril); to injure tie 
Chriſtians, they ſhould. rather aſſiſt, and defend 
you ? | 
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wee ate not like the Brachmanes, or the e 
wee baniſh 


of life are common bet weene us. For 


of Indra, wee retire not into the woods; 

not our {elves from all 9 neceſlary for life , wee 
continually remember, we have great oblipations to 
ourGod,ourLord,ourCreator:we rcje& not * 
thing, his goodneflc bath produced; for our uſe ? we 


<ontaine our ſelves in a juſt moderation, that wee 


y 
os waſh my ſelfe at a e 
eee bene nnd Capi 
my li © and 18 : it not 2 Tam , 
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may not take with exceſſe, ot w ithsut having need 

e remaine with you in the world, bus not ſeperate 

om the ordinary commette: wee are not wirhotit 
your panlicks placebyyut markets, your baths, yobr 

ops, your Tans, your Falres. Wee ſaile; beare 
armes, cultivate the ground, and trafficke with you; 
fo that wee mingle our functions with yours; and 
make open profeſſion of working for your ſeryice. 
ITcannot comprehend how you can imagine wet are 
not 2 to you, and that we contribute nothing 
to the offices of ſociety, ſecing ir is with it, and by ir 
wee live: But if I do not aſſiſt at your ceremonies, if 
I celebrate not your feaſts, yet I am a man as well 
that day as other dayes. During the Saturnalls 1 
goe not into the bath before day, becauſe I will not 
employ the houres of night and day unprofitably, 
jent houre, that the 


o 
iffe and pale after it is 
bonow Gods. ente por HabRkeIy(2 you 


creatures, 
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creatuies, who at the inſtant they are to bee devou- 

ted by wild beaſts, fill their NG before all the 

- world. for their laſt r<paſt ; z yer, * 
here Leate, I cate the ſame meats 


00d bitts that are (old in theſe aſſemblyes, I willfra- - 
fe 780 them in the e . they are ordinari- 
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he marchants of Ara- 


dury ing Chriſtians , then oh the images 5 — 
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ligion, with all its ſacrifices doe in all your temples; 
and, on the other fide, if the tributes of the temple 
ſuffer avy diminution, the republicke is oblieged for 
her one to the piety of the Chriſtians , becauſe 
they pay what they owe with the ſame fidelity, 
which makes them abſtaine from all 
frauds, by which men are wont to reta ine unjuſt- 
ly the goods of others, If one confider but the loſle 
the publicke receives by theſe trickes and lies, where 
you ſtrive to fruſtrate her rights, it will bee found 
that the dammage your euill conſcience cauſeth to 
the State in this onety ramcounter, carries away 
uite al the good you can do in any other thing what- 
0e ver. 


ä 
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JI Acknowledge there are certaine perfons that 
1 have reaſon to complaine of us, and may ttucly 
ſay, there is nothing to be gained for them̃ cf the 
Chriſtians. They are firſt theſe infamous corrup- 
ters of chaſtity ; theſe brokers of foule pleaſures , 
and diſhoneſt loves, theſe wretchgd creatures that 
ſerve the vildeſt miniſters of unchaſtitie; after thele, 
Murtherers, rhey which meddle with giving. of poy- 
ſon, and Magicians, and finally Soathſayers , Deviners, 
and Aftrologers, But it is very profi: able in this life, 
to be unuſeſull to theſe people; Yet in what manner 
ſocver it be that our Religion cauleth dammage to 
| you 


le 
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your affaires, it hath neither loſt wherewithall to 
recompence you by the helpe you may expect from 
it. How much do. you eſteeme them, I ſay not 
them that deliver you from the power of Divells, 
them that pray for you to the true God: But, them 
you may have neere you, as aflured guards, from 
whom there is nothing to be feared? 
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N effect, there is cauſe to wonder your paſſion 
1 ſo irregular, that in proſecuting the Chriſti- 

ans, you make no difficulty to take a way the life 
of men that are profitable to the common wealth. 
The State receives by your injuſtice an evident da- 
mage, and important loſſe: and yet nd bodie look cs 
to it: no body weighs ot what conſequence che fuf- 
— are of ſo many perſons of good life, and the 
puniſhment of ſo great a number of innocents. We 
ſpeake as boldly ot the Chriſtians you put to death, 
2 wee have an unreptoachable teſtimony of their 
integrity, which wee take alſo from your regiſters, 
Sirs, who are employed, every day, in judgipg thoſe 
that are kept in priſons, and ho terminate their 


roceſles, by the fentences ve aoattift them, of 
10 the . Nek 


le factors accuſe 


ore you > of fomany 
te 


forrs of crimes ; is there any of th ans obo 
Maurther, Robberic, Sacriledge, and other faults, 
whcm they imptte* alſo that hee i 1 Chtiſtian? 
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or Elſe; when Chriſtians, ate prefenred to be punilt- 
ed as Crimigalls, becauſe they are Chriſtians, B 
there, br among exif a whoſe life like that of o- 
ther priſaners 7 all the faulty where with your pri- 
ſons are fo fle that they are overcharged, are of 
your Religion; they ate alſo of your Rcligion that 
make the mines groane under the weight of thefr 
blowes, they are the wretched creatures of the ſame 
Religion you are, herewich the wilde beaſts fill 
their enttayles. Alk thefe poore criminalls, your 
Citizens breed up to make them cruelly k ill one a- 
ee fore a bloody people, have the ſame opini- 
on vou have of the de. ** 

| Finally, anon all theſe wretched creatures, thers 
not one Chriſtian, unleſſe hee be charged hy iuſtĩce 

becauſe of his name Chriſtian ; Or, if there found 
a., Chriſtian atrainted of any crime, hee hath no 
more the name Chriſtiah , becauſe he hath loſt that 
Divine qualitie, in loſipg his innocence. | 
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Re there none then in the World innocent but 
A we, hat marvaile ? it muſt needs bee ſoʒand 
e otherwiſe it cannot bee: = uch . 

ving. t us innqcency; wee know it perfectly, 
as revealed from a perfect maker, and. ni Nick. 
ſally as diſpenſed by one whe will not bee mocked 
by us in a ſeeming obedience unto what hee com- 
| mands, 
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Apologie, or Defence of the Chriſtians, 155 
mands, As for you its the opinion of men that makes 
you innocent, and their rules that goyerne allzthence 
it comes. your injunctians H not fully the 
truth of this excellem vertue; and, as the hee 
oſtectuall to perfection are there wanting, ſo have 
they not the power of imprinting feere, in the 
hearts of thoſe, that owe them nce, For, tell 
me, what light hath humane learning io teach that 
which is truely good? What authority humane 
wer to free men from embracing the true happi- 
nelle ? If it bee caſie to bee — by the one, it is 
no leſſe common to ces the other. | 
Let us conſider a little yout lawes, and compare 
them with thoſe of our God vhich law is more ac- 
compliſhed, that which faith-,- Thou ſbalt not hell : 
or that which ſaich Thea ſbalt nt bee angry > which 
petfocter, that which forpids adultry, or which 
turnes the eyes from the objet, ſurpriſing the mind 
when idle, cauſeth evill deſires to enter into che foul 
thereby? which la we wiſer, that which condemnes 
exill deeds,, or,torbids, evill ſpeakings ? A hich pu- 
rer, that which permits. not go.do:wrong to otheri 
or which ſuffers not ſo aueꝶ as to revenge wrong 
after done unto our ſelves ? hut. this is not all; tor 
you muſt know your lawes, Which ſeemed to ſet out 
innoctnce, whereot notywithſtanding they reproſent 
but an imperſect image, have borrowed that they 
have of good, from the la of God.. as fat mote an- 
cient then hat in la wes eſtabliſned by men. 
I have already ſpoken of the time wherein Afoſes 
lived., and therefore not neceſſary to repeate what 
9 X 2 before 
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before ſaid, to ſhew the lawes then publiſtied to bee 
the firſt; before all other humane la yes ſince, Which - 
have not the vertue of that 2 law :for, I 
pray you, what force have thoſe la es, whercof men 
may avoid the ſeverity becauſe very often their 
crimes axe covered, and wee may ſomtimes freely 
violate them when it is by accident; of conſtraint 
they ate offended by us. But wee need do nothing to 
make them be neglected, but this conſideration, that 
the puniſhments. are not of long continuance, and 
end with death: ſo Fyicuru mock es at all ſorrowes 
and torments that afflict· the body, becauſe hee ſaith, 
one ſhould not apprehend them it meane, and tole- 
rable, and if violent they / will not laſt long. As ſor 
us, who. are to- anſwer before a God, who knowes 
the moſt hidden things, and that his juſt ice will 
revenge the faults of men, with pa ines that ſhall ne- 
ver end, it is with good reaſon wee labour onely to 
atta ine true innocencio; the perfect knowledge wee 
have of ſo rare a vertue, the difficulty wee have to 
hide our actions from him that ſees all, the hortor 
of torments this great God prepares for the wicked, 
torments that are not onely long, but eternall, ob- 
liegiog us to conſerve purity, whereof jeſus Chriſt 
hach given us an example; tor wee feare this God, 
the Iudges ought alſo to feare that condemne them; 
whoſe hearts are touched with this feare ;.that'is to 
ſay, Chriſtians, who fe are God, and not man, what- 
pe power man hath on the earth to afflict chear 
WAN, . Y 
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CHAP XLVI. 


] Thinke, I have cleared the Chriſtians of all the 


crimes, wher with calumnious imputations make 
men thirſt for their blood. Explained all that 
tends to our juſtification; ſhewne, by what meanes, 
wee can proove the verity of the grounds of our Re- 
ligion, in that I have produced the faith of antiqut 
57 conſiſtent with the Holy Scriptures, and the con- 
feſſion ſpirituall powers make of the Divinity of 
Jeſus Chriſt, He that ſhall bee bold enough to make 
us paſſe for impious, ſhould nor reſt on the skill of 
vaine eloquence ,4nd the weake endeavours of fine 
words: but hee muſt make his prooſe in the lame 
forme, as wee have eſtablied ours. Cerrtes, thefe 
teſtimonies are of great. authority, but the ad- 
mitable. fruits out Doctrine produceth, the know» 
tedge whereof is become publicke by the comme tee 
wee have inthe world, makes ſo downright a con- 
flict with rude incredulity, that to defend her ſelſe, 
fheis forced to ſay our prote ſſion, hath no mater in ĩt 
Divine, but is onely a ſect of Philoſophy , that ob- 
liegeth Chriftians to ranke themſelyes Bere in che 
exerciſe of morall vertues. The Philof6phers,ſaich 
ſhee, reach and practiſe the ſame things, Aneoceter, 
Juſtice, Patience, Temperance , and Chaſtity. It 
sur Doctrine bee like that of Philaſophers , if tive 
compariſon you make of us with them Fee juſt, how 
A X 3 £OMES.. 
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comes it, wee are not treated as they are? for with 
you their ſects are tolerated, and you do not puniſh 
them? But, contrarily., the Doctrine we publiſh.is 
forbid by your lawes , and expoſeth us to all ſorts 
of puniſhments ? or elſe, why are not they, you 
eſteeme like unto us, forced to doe the ſame thi 
you impoſe upon us as neceſſiry, and which wee re- 
fuſe on perill of our lives? for, is there any that ſor- 
ceth a Pniloſophet to ſacrifice, or ſweare by their 
gods, or to light candles at noone? But, contrarily, 
they have the liberty to overthrow the worſhip of 
your gods openly, and to reprehend your ſupæ- 
ſtitions in the bookes they compole , which when 
they make, you commend them, evidencing thereby 
that you approve of their opinions. Many among 
them raile impudently againſt the Princes of the 
world, and you ſuffer them, and the juſtice of the 
land hath rather recompenſes then puniſhments for 
them, They ſet up Statfles for them, they recom- 
pence them with rewards, and wee heare not that 
they are delivered to the fury of wild beaſts, and 
mult avow that it is with a great deale of reaſon, be- 
cauſe they beare the name of Philoſophers ; and not 
Chriſtians, This name Philoſopher driveth not a- 
way Divclls how ſhould they drive them away, ſee- 
ing they put them in the ranke of gods, Aer 
them and Divels, to bee for one and the ſame na- 
ture ? Socrates had alwayes this word in his mouth, 
if my Demon permit me; and the ſame Philoſopher, 
who witneſſeth hee had the fame light of truth, 
when hee taught we muſt not honour the gods, _ 
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ſed not to otdaine when. giving up the Gheſt, they 
ſhould. ſacrifice a cocker to Æſculanius I thinke it 
was an act of gratitude hee would render to «poll, 
father of ¶ culapius becaule he ſaid, Socrates was the. 
wiſcſt ot all men: O ſtrange imprudence of a God! 
he bore w itneſſe of the wiſdome oſ a man, Who de · 
wed the power of the gos. Now as truth is wont 
to Kindle hatred, whoſoever is ſa ithſull to it and 
preſents it all pure, and without diſguiſe, is liable to 
bee checked by the lovers ol chis paſſion; but con- 
tratilyevery man that makes proteſhon of cortup 
ting truth, acquiteth by an action ſo deteſtable the 
favour of thole ho pexſecute it. Fhe Philoſo- 
phers will appeare followers of the truth; and be- 
cauſe glory is the end they propoſe to themſelves, in 
faigning to love it, they corruꝑt it ʒ but the Chriſti 
aus that have their ſalvation for an object, carnelily 
deſire it, with an holy neceſſiay, and after they have 
met with ic, conſerve its purity, and publiſh jr with - 
out bringing any change. It is not true then, whar- 

ſoever you una ine; that the knowledge and Diſci- 

pline of Philoſophers are lite to outs; but there ate 
othet arguments of difference betweene them and 
us. What is this Tbales Prince of Phyſitiaus who 
when creſu ſollicited him to deliver what believe 
with certainty. of God? Did hee not put him off: 
with ſundry delayes to thinke further upon it ? every 
bandicrafismin, the leaſt Chriſtian knowes God, 
and is able to (hew how his greatneſſe is to bee com 
ehended. He ſhews by the ſenũble things allahac 


umane underſtanding finds in God, although Plats 
| | afirmcs- 
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affirmes this author of the Univerſe cannot eaſily be 
knowne, and when know him, it is hard to expreſſe 
his nature, and make his eſſence be conceived, Be- 
ſides, it you object to us that the practiſe of morall 
vertues is common betweene the Philoſophers and 
us, let us examine them in perticular. And to begin 
with chaſtity, I read the Achenians gave ſentence a- 
ainſt Socrates , as a deſiler of young boyes; 2 

hriſtian man as making love to a woman one- 
ly, accuſtomes not to ſeeke a brutiſh pleaſure in chan- 
ping the ſex which nature hath ordained. I have 
card a hin hath becne made uſe cf for Diogenes 
deb.-yſtneſle , and ſubmitted her body to his fowle 
aff. tions Thar Speuſipſ us a Philoſopher of 'Platoes 
ſchoole, was k ild n adultery; 8 Chriſtian is permit 
ted ro accompany with his lawfull wife onely, He- 
mocritus deprived humſelſe of his fight , becauſe hee 
could not looke upon women without juſting after 
them, and afflicted himſelte when hee could not in- 
joy them, and ſo by conſequence witneſſed his own 

incontinence. 5 
A Chriſtian hath eycs, and yet in look ing upon 
women , ſecs them not; that is, with any unlawiuil 
concupiſence, being wholly blind in his mind to ſuch 
defires ; though quicke ſighted enough to behold 
ſuch like objects with the cyes of his body. If queſti- 
on of common civility, behold D:ogenes with his fil- 
thy feet in greater arrogance treads on ſtimptuous 
carpets , then Plato whoſe ſumptuous carpets they 
were; Neither is & Chriſtian high minded 
towards the poor. It ſpeake of moderation, Pyihago- 
Vas 


2 
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nus among the uiens, and Zeus among them of pri- 
ene, play the Tyrants, when as a Chriſtian hath not 
the ambition to be in the leaſt power or office over 
the pecple among whom hee "106 if wee treat of 
contentment in mind, Lycargm willfamiſh himſelfe, 
becauſe the Lacedemonians went about but to reforme 
and amend hislawes; A_Chriſtian even when con- 
demned to die, is thankfull to thoſe that condemne 
him. If queſtion. of fa ichfullneſſe in things com; 
mitted to anothers truſt, Aaaxagoras refuſeth the 
reſtitution of goods left with him, to his gueſts, A 
Chriftian even by thoſe that are not Chriſtians is 
reckoned truſty, becauſe made proofe they have of 
his fidelity. It touch on lowlineſſe, I find | Ariſtotle, 
made his friend Hermias goe ſtamefully from the 
place he had aſſumed; A Chriſtian offers wrong to 
no body, no not his greateſt enemie. The ſame a 
r iſtotle, in deſigne to governe Alexander, the caber, 
flattets him with as much infamy, ay Plato Diamyßiu, 
when for good cheere hee ſoothed up the Tyrant in 
his liberty. Ariſtippuu, in the midſt of his purple, car- 
rying the markes of great ſeverity in his lookes, 
gives himſelfe over to all kind of exceſſes: And Hip- 
pias, when about toberray his countrey, is ſudden- 
ly murdered : an a@ of barbarous revenge never yee 
undertooke by a Chriſtian to a man linked with 
him in the intereſt of the, ſame Religion, though 
wich neycr ſo much fory .perjecutcd by chem. But 
ſome will ſay even among us, there are a, people that 


gives themſelves che libe tty ot doing ey ar free 


themſelves from ſubjection to our la wes, from any 
Y what 
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Wheat ever exact fobſervation of Hat legally com» 
mutzded by us. 10 i true j tht re are ſome ſuch bur 
— ne as they fall into this diſorder, wee hold 
v no more for Chriſtians But, comrarily; theſe 
Phioſophets, notwithſtanding the itregularity of 
their lives, keepe ſtill wieh you the name of wiſe 
men, and the honour which appertainech to ſo glo- 
riotis a title; fo then whar-reſemblance is there be- 
tweene a Philoſopher amd a Chriſtian, a Diſciple 
ot Greece; and a Diſciple of Heaven, a mind defi- 
rous of vaint reputation, and a ſoule that ſeekes his 
ſal vation onely? A man that is vertuous in words 
onely, and hee that is ſo indeed: one that is Holly 
obeupied in ding good, and another that makes no 
confciehce in committing what ever wickedneſſes: 
he that corrupts the truth to eſtabliſh error, and he 
that by fubduing error renders to truth the beauty 
Gf its originall: hee that turnes truth out of doores 
as chest and freales it away from the ſight of men, 
and Hee that keepes ir faithfully , that it may bee 
khown by all the world. | 


— — 1 
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CHAP. XLII. 
T He antiquitie of the holy Scriptures, which 
| I have — diſcovered „ is a famous 
<= teſtimony , which may ſerve mee ſtill in this 
lace, to let you know this holy booke is a treaſure 
2 theſe wiſe men of the world ho are 
come 
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I have to make too great a volume, 2 
Poet or Sophiſtęt that hath not drawn whas he h 

of excellent concernmertt from the tich ſources oi 
the Prophets d Ir is in theſe delicious ſonntains che 
Philoſophers plunged themſelves to qualific the de- 
Gresot their minds, and ſome people have alſo bani- 
ſbed Philoſophy from them, as che\rThekans, thoſe of 
Sparta, and of Arges, becauſe their Philoſophers cor- 
rupting what they had read in the writings of theſe 
men ſear trom God, compoſed peſtilent doctrines, 
Which a man could nor heare but with horror: © 
theſe people, who as I have ſaid , labanred not bur 
for y., and had no affection but for eloquence, 
having met in the holy Scriptures, with things that 

might he gainfull to them made their profir of them, 

and as they had no intention but to content their cu- 

riofity / accommodated the ſame to their 2 

not acknowledging its bolineſſe, which ſhould have 

hiadred them from corrupting itz and not ungderſtan- 

dingwell the ſenſe, then cayered with cloudes, and 

which the ſewes themſelve; ſor whom the Prophets 

had wxitton it, apprehended not, hut tharough ſha- 

dos chat wrapt them up. hey ſaw truth there with 
ſiaplicity al mayes accompanied ; hut humane pru- 
denaeblinded with her errors, not willing to believe 
(this truth Which was ſheu ed to her, xemaines 


mare, doubtiall and unteſolvod then before q from 


hexe ãt comes theſeyyiſe men of the world have 
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forthed opinib8s vitfable and -ehcertaine touching 
the ftelthinꝑs they did; or GetIared proved wn 
infaltible certa inty. They have Tearnt onely ſtom the 
holy-Scriptures there is one God, and the opinions 
they have had of the nature of God divides them into 
many ſects: Ono affitming God heth no body: other, 
chat h&is:corporeall,(as the Paton ks & Stacts)one, 
that God is compoſed of Atomes; other, of numbers, 
(as Epicurtaðt pythagoras ) one, that his ſubſtãce is of fire 
(as it ſeemes to Heraclitus) the Platonicts hold he takes 
care of the conduct of the world: contrarily, the Epr- 
curiaus that he remaines in an idle tranquillity with- 
out exerciſe, &meddles not at all with human things, 
The Sboſcis believe God hath his ſeat out of the Uni- 
verſe, ſtom hence he manageth &retnoves, as # pot- 
ter turnes his frame, The. Platonicis put him in the 
world, and ſay, hee governes it within, as hee that 
holds the rudder of a (hip ; ſo they are of different o- 
pinions concerning the nature of the world, to know 
vrhether ir hath not been made, ot Whether: it hath 
not beene; it it muſt end one day, or muſt laſt al- 
waies; ſo, they ate not agreed of the condition of 
our ſoule; ſome maintaine, it is divine and eternall; 
others, that it is ſubject to death: each of them hath 
ſpoxen. according to his ſenſe, given way to his 
thoughts, changed, and cotrupted the truth, to fol- 
low their one motions; but wee muſt not wonder, 
if Philoſophers have made this worke. of the oracles 
of the old Teſtament, ſeeing wee have amongſt us 
people, who ſhew.themfelves children worthy of 
ſuch fathers, infecting the purity of our new Goſpel . 
| wit 
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wirb the corruption of their one opinions, anima- 
ted with the ſpirit of Philoſophy, and who by this 
onely way, which brought ti the knowledge of the 
truth, have drawn many crooked paths, wherein 
men cannot engage themſelves without loſin 

themſelves : whereof 1 would willingly — 
you that the diverſity found betwec ne us, makes you 
not imagine our profeſſion is like that of the Philo- 
ſophers , and that you judge not ul of the truth, be- 


cauſe wee defend it by different meanes, and are di- 


vided in our doArine. - Theſe pęople that are ſepe- 
rated from us, have violated the faith of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and wee beat downe their errours by this onely ex- 
ceprion , that the true rule of truth is that which 
hath beene taught by our Maſter, and tranfmicred to 


us by theſe holy perſons; hohad the happine ſſe to 
heare his word, and receiye his Divine inſtructions. 


We ſhall ſhe in another place, that all: hich is 


not conformable to this rule, hathbeene invented by 
new. Doctors, Who came nor till. after the bleſſed 


compations- of the ſon of God; to deſttoy the truth, 
men have made uſe of ttuth it ſelfe by the ſuggeſti- 
ons: of the ſpirits of error, Who have inſpired them 
to fight with it with its owne armes; they ate they 


vo have excited t hem to cortupt ſo ſaving a d ct- 
tine: they are they, bave invented fables, where- 
with its holineſſe hath been prophaned, that by their 
reſemblance, they take away the beliete from truth, 
or rather get it for themſelves, They would ruinate 
faith by this deteſtable tricke, perſwadiug men hey 
muſt not believe Chriſtians , by the ſame reaſon not 


Si believe 
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belle ve the Poets , nor Pfaloſophers ;orrather, wee 
ſhould believe the Poets and Philoſophers, becauſe 
not believe the Chriſtians. It is chis (acrilegious i- 
mitation, that makes them laugh at us, hen wee 
preach the laſt judgement; the Poets and Philoſo- 
phers, upon the ground of this truth, ſet up a tribu- 
nall in Hell. They mocke at us alſo, when wee 
threaten them with eternall torments, which are 
thoſe hidden flames the earth ſhuts up in her bo- 
ſome, and are reſerved by the juſtice of God, as in a 
treaſure, for the puniſnment of the wicked : for 
theſe baners have invented, that there is in hel 
a River o — — 3 if wee ſpeake to them of Pa- 
radiſe, a place fild with agreeable and Divine beau- 
ties, ordained to be the reſidence of the ſoules of the 
;blefled , and ſeperated from the world by the inter- 
poſition: of this Zone of fire which God bath pur 
before it, preſently the Elyſian fields comes in their 
choughts; they. imagine that there is that delicious 
place wee declare unto them. Tell mee l pray you 
. where the Poets and Philoſophers have drawn theſe 
thipgsſo like to our; do&rine? if it bee not from our 
bookes and Diſcipline? if they have drawne them 
from our — iplt —— apr wan da — 
prerogative ob ant iquity upon themʒ therefore it fol- 
— that —— teach is truer, and oughtł᷑ 40 
have more beliefe then all theſe; vaine opinions. In 
effect theſe opinions ate but the ſhaddowes of truth, 
and fee ing the world beth given faitk to theſe, vgiles, 
they ought rather; (0/bilieve he tut that. is the 
ſubitance. Ibthe Poets and Philoſophets ate the — 

authors 
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authors of theſe things which they have written , it 
muſt bee then that our Diſcipline is but the figueo 
of char Which is come after it, which nature per- 
mirs not; becauſe the ſhadow q; not before the body, 
and the figure cannot have beenebefore the truth, 
from whom it takes its originall. 


— 
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T muſt bee acknowledged that the uſage wee re- 
1 ** from you, and that you give the Philoſo- 
phers , are very different: if a Phileſopher ſets 
out what Laberius left in writing, according to the 
opinion of Pythagoras, that a mule is changed intoa / 
man, & a woman into an addex;if he diſplayes al the 
cunning of his eloquence , if hee fers our with ad- 
dreſſe all his arguments to ſerile this opinion, is ie 
not true that hee moves your minds ? that he dra wes 
you to his partie > that hee forceth you to believe 
you muſt abſtaine from the fleſhof beaſts > and that 
afrer there are ſome found with you, that make 
ſome ſcruple to taſt it, becauſe in eating a peece of 
beefe, they feare to devoure ſome of their aunceſt- 
ors? comrarily , if a Chriſtian aſſutes you, a man 
that is dead (hull live againe one day, chat hee that 
is in the grave ſhall come out and take aga ine che 
ſame forme he had, hee is abuſed by the people, not 
onely with blowes of the fiſt, but alſo with ſt ones 
caſt at him. Now, mee thinkes, there is much 
© > blindneſſe 
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blindneſſe in receiving the opinions of theſe Philo- 
ſophers, and in condemning the Doctrine wee pro- 
poſe to you upon the point of the reſurrection; for 
if there bee reaſon perſwades that the ſoule of a 
dead man reenters into a body; why may nat wee be- 
lieve it enters into the ſame body again;zand returnes 
into the ſame matter from whence it is ſeperated; 
ſeeing the effect of a true Reſurrection, is to be that 
which it was before ? the ſoules alter they have 
changed their bodies, according to the opinion of 
Tyr hagoras, and his Diſciples, are no more the ſame 
they were heretofore: becauſe they could not be- 
come what they are not, unleſſe they ceaſe to be what 
they were: wee might find where withall to jeſt on 
this ſubject, it diſpoſed to ſport our minds, and en- 
tertaine our leaſure with mirth: it wou d bee a very 
panes thing to enquire in what beaſts , perſons 
ave beene changed that lived before us: but it is 
better we reſolye to determine the truth of this pro- 
poſition. We ſay then, it is more convenient to the 
dignity of our nature, to believe man ſhall become 
man aga ine, that every one in particular ſhall riſe a- 
gaine to be the ſame he was, and informed with the 
lame ſoule, that animated him, with the ſame qua- 
lities wherewith he was endowed, although the bo- 
dy receiye ſome change in his exterior figure. In ſum, 
the deſigne of the Univerſall judgement, being the et- 
ctuall reaſon of our reſutrection, it is neceſſary the 
ame man that is dead live againe, that God may 
recompence , or punith far his good or evill ations 
the ſame perſons. And the ſame bodiet that ate in 


oe ef . 


the 
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the duſt, of the grave muſt appeare at this judge. 
ment, becauſe che ſoule cannot ſuffer alone, and 
without a ſenſible matter, that ig to ſay, with- 
out its fleſh, and as it hath not finned but in its fleſh, 
it alſo hath not merited but with its fleſh the pu- 
niſhments the juſtice of God hath ordained for irs 
crimes. But you ſay to mee, how can it bee that a 
matter reduced to duſt ſhonld reprefent it ſelſe + 
confider with thy felfe O man! that makeſt this ob- 
jection to me, thou ſhalt find in thy owne perſon the 
proofe of ſo rare a miracle. Thinke on what thou 
waſt before created, thou wert nothing, For if any 

thing before , thou wouldſt remember it. Thou 
then that wert nothing before thy creation, and 
when ceaſe to live, ſhalt returne to nothing: why 
canſt thou not once againe bee brought ' our of no- 
thing by the will of the ſame Creator, who created 
thee of nothing? will there come any new thing un · 
to thee > Thou who before wert not, art made again 
after thou ceaſeſt to live heere, thou ſhalt bee reſto- 
red in the reſurrection, and after this wee would 
have thee aske by what meanes God will rayſe thee 
up againe? Sane. iS, oo 
But ſeeing hee made no difficulty to make thee 


what before thou wert; thou oughteſt not to thinke - 


that hee finds any to an cafier thing, that is, to make 
thee what thou wert hteretofore. Can one doubt 
of the power of God, that hach made this vaſt and 
immenſe bodie of the world of that which was not? 
of nothing, and out of a Chaos ? and who at the ſam e 
moment animated this world with a ſpirit , that gi- 
| | 2 path 2 veth, 
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xamples bo ys of the 
* a. 

lighr 1 nar. Wee et 2 fe it 
aga ine; _ 2 tur ges =D * e diſſi- 
pates it ſelfc,and{uceecds to lebt b : the Starts 
. deprived of theit ſplendor , as if chey were not, in 
being clorhed yith their luſter eme to bee re-ani- 
mated: the time begins 7 the ſame terme where it 
finiſhed the fruits tall off the trees, ahd come again 
in their ſeaſon; the corne puts nor forth its eares 

-plentifully , till aftcx its former graine is corrupted, 
and rotten in the earth: all chings in peri are 
conſerved, ſpring againe after dead; and thou, O 
man! that ſhouldſt bee ſo glori aus by the excellen- 
cy of thy nature, if thou k nẽ weſt it, and that learn- 
eſt alſo by the Oracle of Apollo , thy elfe to bee ma- 
.Ker of a}lcrearurey „4s ella them t har die not to 
live again; as cf thoſe muſt die to ae 4 again. Is it 
ble thou ſhouldſt die to bee no more ? apd that 
death ought got have: a return to life. again? No 
certainly, in what place ſoever thy ſoul is 3 
from thy body, hatſoever element hath deſtroyed 
thy being, ſwallowed up, conſumed, and reduced 
thee to nothing; it ſhall render thee all entire, be- 


gauſe nothing and all che Uniyetſe appertain to one 
5 che fame Lord, I follows by. chis diſcourſe, 
y 


you, that we mult alwaycs dic, and always rife 
again: and I anſwer you; If God the great Lordo 
all things hath ſo ordayned i it, ſo it (hall bee whe- 
ther you like of it or no: but that which his provi- 
dence 
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dence hath ordayned touchi * Reſu urrection of 
man, is cond Aby mote equirable order: Its 4 


1110 ly regten his ohly Son Jefts Chill, 
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relurtection that is to ſay, the bran of God, be- 
ing clothed with the ſubſtance of eternity, which is 
that ot the Angels, iFaH remame atwayes united to 
God; and the Prophane , and thoſe that violate the 
4435 T 2 Lawes 
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law af God, be but a flames, where ſuffer pet: 


ally without becaule pertake of 
= ally. of this fe e, h is of lach s {ublime 
quality, as (ball make them live in paines without 
being ſubject to corruption. The Philoſophers ac: 

e the difference -betweene bidden fire, 
nd re iſcbyered to our eyes: ſo the fie fixe ordained. 
for the ule of man, is other then that which ſerves. 
for the juſtice of God: whether it formes the light- 
4 $ 722 heaven darts upon the earth, or diſgor- 

ch it ſelſe from the .deepe Cavernes of moun- 
Sin. it conſumes not that it burnes, ir repaires ra - 
ther chat it deſtroyes, ſo that the mountaines main- 
taine themſelves in their order, and man is ſtrucke 
with the lightening withour offending his body, or. 
8 to aſhes by the fire w le- hee 
hath n touched. 

This miracle is A= of the nature of theſe e- 
eernall flames, and ap example of the they. 
have by che decree of the judgement, of 1 — . 
ſerve ents, where with his juſtice wi 
niſh , e wicked z the mountaines 3 ph pac: 
maine intire : why ſhould it not ſo come to paſle 


with men found hainous offenders before nd 
enemies of their Creator ? "a Gf 


2. 
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Heſe things while wee declare to you under 

[ the notion of truth, in us alone you hold for 

* preſumptuous aſſertions, when the ſelf ſame 
uttered by your Philolophers, you eſteem admira- 
ble lights of mind , and ſublime ſciences, They are 
wiſe, we {imple : they deferve to be honoured, wee 
to bee laughed at: yea, I dare ſay, more ſeverly pu- 
niſhed. But ſuppoſe the doctrine wee preach falſe, 
admit it conſiſts in vain opinions; if vain, they are 
neceſſary fot the ſalvation of mens ſouls, It Kelle 
wonderſull profitable ; in regard they who beleeve 
them, are tliexeby excited to live well, for fear of e- 
ternall puniſhmene if they doe not; and againe if 
they doe, .in hope of eternall felicity. Therefore it 
beheoves us not to call theſe things falſe and imper- 
tinent, which ſo much import us, to find true; ney- 
ther. condemne that which produceth nothing but 
good: which granted, the opinions you have for 
perſecuting our doQrine , rather then the doctrine 
wee profeſſe, ſhould paſſe for imaginations concei- 

ved without ground. | | | 

Again, this doctrine of ours being ſo profitable to 
men, deſerves not to bee held impertinent: if, not- 
withſtanding, you will have it to bee falſe, and ridi- 
culous , you muſt yet acknowledge its innocency ; 

L 3 an 
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and conſequently, that it deſerves not to draw pu- 
niſhments upon the Chriſtians. Know we nor, that 
when other men have given way tovain, and fabu- 
lous opinions, they have nor beene reprooved, your 
La wes have not been armed with ſo much ſeverity, 
as to puniſh them, they having told freely their 
thoughts without being treated as Criminalls. The 
worlt a man can doe tõ thofe, who after their x- 
atnple, publiſh their follies, is, to laugh at then; 
We 9 — por that ever they perſecute hve o_ 
word, and fire, that they have beencexpaſed, for 
that only, to the kr 8 gibbers, anq rage oſ wild 
beaſts. This craeltie is not exerciſed, but againſt 
Chriſtians ; and ir is a ſtrange thing; that ner onely 
this people blind in their paſſions, take delight to 
ſeè us ſufter ; but ſome alſo among you ,' cauſe our 
bloud inhumanely to be fhed , to gain the favour of 
the vulgar, and by this means ſeek glory in their in- 
juſtice; as if, all you can doe to us, dependeth not 
of our good will. In effect, I ama Chriſtiatꝭ if Ewill 
be one, and therefore you cannot condemne mee, l 
will not ha ve yc u condemne mes. Now ſee ing you 
cannot uſe the power you have on mee, unleſs I will, 
it foflows, that it is of my will, you have this po- 
er, and not of the authoritie of your Magiſtracig. 
Therfore in va ine doe this peopfe rejbice at dur t 
ments; our puùniſhiments that make them tcjoice, 
niake us re joice alſo, becauſe wer had rather die, 
then Joſe the Face of oo: Contrariſy, they that 
hape us, ſhould be afflicted, and hot fejbite at aur c 
vils, becauſe they make us obtain Wat we deſtre. 
e Ar 3 CHAP. 
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== Hcrefore ſay you to us, what reaſon have 
I you to complaine of the evills wee cauſe you 
| to ſuffer , ſet ing you will needs ſuffer them > 
ate rot you oblicged rather to love thoſe that make 
you endure the puniſhments. you deſire ? it is true, 
wee are reſolved to endure them ; bur the reaſon 1s, 
becauſe, without doing worſe, wee know not how 
to avoid them; even as no. body expoſeth himſelfe 
to the fury of war, by his good will, becauſe, he cat- 
not come neare it, without beit "afraid „and hazat- 
ding his life, and yet they, that find themlel es en- 
aged there, fight with all their might, and what- 
oever averſion they had before, they fejbyce When 
thay get the victory, becauſe they acquire gloty, 
and enrich themlelves with the ſpoiles of theit ene- 
mies. We enter into a combate, when we appeare 
befcre your Tribunalls, and there it is, wee fight for 
the truth, inperill of our lives; our victory is, to 
make this truth raigne, for which ee contend, and 
the fruit wee have of it, is the glory of pleaſing 
God, and the precious bocty of erervall life : in tie 


meane time we periſh , but it is after we have beene 
conquerors of crrour ; ſo wee ate conquerors When 
wee periſh ,and, at the ſame inſtant we. periſh , wee 
are freed our of your hands, and recdve,gur ey: 
Give us if you will, names taken röm dhe inftr 


c 
meacs 


ru 


176 TERTHLLIANS 


ments, of our puniſhments, to wit; from the poſts 
where you tie us, and from the bavins you k ndle a- 
bout us, when you burne our bodies, and reduce 
them to aſhes; this is the ornament of our victory; 
this our roabe of State; this pitrifull condition 
wherein your cruelty puts us, is our triumphant 
chariot You muſt not wonder then, it we do not 
leaſe them, that overcome us, our conſtancy makes 

us paſſe with them, for mad and deſperate, and yet 
with you, theſe actions of rage and deſpaite are as 

' ſtandards , under which vertue ſeekes glory, and 
marcheth to the conqueſt of reputation. Scevola, 
of his owne motion, left his hand in the flames: O 
greatneſſe of courage !Empedecoles precipitated him - 
ſelfe into the burning of Mount «£22 : O ſtrengthof 
mind ! rhe foundreſſe of Carthage caſt her ſelte into 
the fire, to avoid a ſecond marriage: O commendati- 
on of chaſtitie! Regulus, not willing his life ſhould 
coſt his countrey the ſetting free ſo many of its ene- 
mies, ſuffered in every part of his body: O generous 
man and victorious in his captivity / Anexarchu, (0 
long as they pounded his body, as barley beat in a 
morter, beat, bear, ſaith he, the bladder of Anaxar- 
chm, it is not Anaxarchu you outrage : O generoſitie 
ofa Philoſopher, that in ſo miſerable an end ceaſed 
not to laugh! I ſpeake not of them, that kill them 
ſelves with their one hands, or, have taken an ea- 
ſier death, to merit a vaine prayſe withall You ap- 
prove alſo of contentions in torments, and honour is 
the priſe you give them that ſuffer them. A Cour- 
tiſan of Alben, after (he had wearied her executio- 
. ners, 
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ners, and bit her tongue between her teeth, in caſt- 
ing it into the Tyrants face who made her ſuffer, 
thre to him the inſtrument of her ſpeech, char it 
ſhee were overcome by the force of tortures thee 
could not, if ſhee would, diſcover them, who were 
ot the conſpiracy. Diomſius enquiring of Zeno Elrates, 
what good, Philoſophy brought co men; and the 
Philoſopher having an wered him that it taught 
them to contemne death, hee ſigned his anſwer 
with his blood, unto the laſt groanes of his life, by 
the inhumaniry of this Tyram who made him cra- 
elly to die by whipping. The rods which tryed the 
tience of the Lacedemonians, and made them fel e 
the ſharpeſt ſtroakes thereof in the ſight of their 
neareſt kindred, who, in the meane time, echorted 
them to endure it conſtantly , gave them ſo much 
the more honour, as they loſt or had their bloud 
ſpilt more in abundance; O lawfull glory! becaufe 
it is of the world ; for it is the neglect ot death, all 
that the cruelty of men hath inſupportable, is not 
imputed to an enraged obſtinacy, and a deſperate 
reſolution; ir is permitted to whoſoever deſires, to 
ſuffer for his Countrey, Kingdome, Friend, that 
which is not permitted to ſuffer for Gods cauſe ; ir 
is ſtrange, you abhorr our conſtancy, and yer you 
make Statues forall theſe people; you ſer up their 
Statues with rare inſcriptions; engrave Elogies 
in ſtone, and marble for them; that they may laſt to 
Eternity; andʒ by your publicke monumeits, firivt, 
che urmoſt of your power, to give „ in ſomi Kinde, 
a teſurrection to the dead; and, 'contartly , ou 
A 4 9 
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ho!d him for a mad man, that endures torments for 
the name of God, hopes from him, for a true teſur- 
rection. Continue, O magiſtrates, ſo full of integrity, 
juſter in the opinion of this kind of people, if you ſa- 
crifice the Chriſtians to fury, torment us, apply your 
tortures to us, judge us, and, in the end, exteruinate 
us; your injuſtice is the proofe of our innocence; 
therefore , God will have us endure, thar our ſuffe- 
rings may make our purity ſhine the clearer. And in- 
deed, a few daics ſince, you condemned a Chriſti- 
an maide to bee rather proſtituted to an infamous 
corrupter of her chaſtity, then to bee expoſed to the 
rage of a Lyon; you ack nowle ge there is no puniſh- 
ment, nor k ind of death which is ſo intolerable to 
Chriſtians, as the loſſe of their chaſtity: but, doe 
what you plcaſe, all inventions the moſt exquiſite 
cruelty can adviſe you unto, are to no purpoſe, ſo far 
are they from profiting y.-u , thatcomrarily they 
draw all the world to out Religion. The oftner you 
make a harveſt of the Chriſtians, che oftner their 
number encreaſeth : their blood is a ſeed which dies 
not on the earth, but puts forth proſperouſly. Ma- 
ny, among you, have laboured, to perſade men to 
ſuffer conſtantly paine, & death, (as Cicero inhisTuſ- 
culans, Seneca in his Treatiſe againſt caſuall things, 
Diogenes, Pyrrbon , & Callinicu, ) but Chriſtians have 
berter taught conſtancy, by the examples they have 
given, in ſupporcing patiently ſo many evills,then all 
the Philoſophers, with al their diſcourſes, This ſame 
. you reproach us with, is an excellent mi- 
ſtreſſe of truth, which we believe: for, who is it not, 
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that ſtriv eth with contemplation, to ſeeke what it 
is? who after made his ſearch, comes not on out 
ſide? whe,having embraced the faith of Jeſus Chriſt, 
deſires not to ſuffer for him, that by his ings he 
may get the infinite treaſures of the grace of God, 
and that, in the price of his blood, they may obtaine 
the pardon df their taules ; for the remiſſion of all 
our {ins is the aſſured recompenſe of our puniſh · 
ments. This is the reaſon, that when they read your 
ſentences of death unto us wee render you — 3 
becauſe by a happy emulation that meets berweene 
the judgements of God , aud the judgement of men, 
at the ſame inſtant when you condemne us heere be- 
low God pronounceth our abſolution in Heaven, 
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